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By CORY
MARTINEZ

ENVIRONMENT Secre-
tary Roy Cimatu assured a
continued harmonious re-
lationship between the
agency’s employees’ union
and management.
Cimatu made the com-
mitment when he signed the
new Covenant Negotiation
Agreement (CNA) which
wﬁl provide additional ben-
efits to DENR workers for
the next three years.
Cimaé: and Kalipunan
wani ng Kagawa-
ran 1 Kalikasan (k) na-
tional president Jose Isidro
Michael Padin signed the
CNA during the celebration
of the DENR'’s 32nd: found-
ing annivi last June 14.
Itwasthesecond CNA si
between DENR and K4.
Cimatu said he was hon-
ored the new DENR-K4 deal
was signed under his watch.
K4, which has a total of
16 regional chapters nation-
wide, is duly accredited by
the Civil Service Commis-
sion and has been i
as the sole and exclusive
iating representative of

DENR chief assures smooth
union, management relations

all DENR rank-and-file em-
ployees for almost one de-
cade already.

“This CNA is a recogni-

tion of the fact that the’

DENR's strength relies on
the unity and well-being of
its workers,” Cimatu point-
ed out.

Cimatu also thanked the
K4 officers and members of
the Board of Directors who
helped make the CNA sign-
ing ible. ]
nder the new CNA, the
DENR and K4 agreed to
extend mutual cooperation
and assistance to each other
“with the E:If ine!girzw (af
improving Wi an
we%-being of the workers.”

At least four new em-
plogees’ benefits have been
added in the agreement,
which will take effect until
June 2022.

These benefits include
provision of hazard pay and
accident insurance, estab-
lishment of a wellness pro-
gram, and formulation of a
comprehensive health insur-
ance.

Those covered by haz-
ard pay and accident insur-
ance are workers engaged in

law enfl?lrcemient activities
against i ogging, min-
ing, and ﬁ{ﬁ:lgalgg:& and
poaching of wildlife species.

The wellness program in-
cludesprovision offreemain-
tenance medicine for, but
not limited to, cardiovascu-
lar diseases and hyperten-
sion.

It also includes annual -

medical, optical and dental
examination; stress manage-
ment program; and immu-
nization and screening for
tuberculosis and Hepatitis
B

The CNA also calls for
formulation of a compre-
hensive health insurance for
workers in addition to the
benefits available under the
Employees Compensation
Commission, the Phil-
Health Insurance Program,
and other applicable fpro-
grams and policies of the
government.

The CNA was a prod-

uct of a month-long negoti-
ation, which ended last fune
7. The final agreement was
presented to the DENR Ex-
ecutive Committee on [une
10 or four days before the
actual signing. - «« ./, o




STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATION
INITIATIVES
SERVICE

N

UPPE PAGE1  BANNER  EDITORIAL CARTOON
Vi —
——
e

STORY STORY

PAGE WER

30 Ju 7

PAGE 1/ DATE

TITLE

| ey sl S : SR s Ly G TTENR ' o -
_ DENReyes Panay asbamboo productioncenter
ghggeggrméﬁéﬁﬁmomentmmmnmmces
 (DENR)is eyeing Panay Island as the country’s center for bam-
" boo production, as itenvisions bamboo as an alternative to
~ high-value forest products. Some B_)._afl:rullithasbgenfmiuall‘y
_ earmarked by the DENR in'its 2019 budget for planting materi-
als and capacity building for farmers. The DENR plans to pianki;
13,500 hectares of industrial bamboo species .by-%ozo;Tt}es¢ &
species include the bamboo “tinik,” giant “buho,”boloand
“bayog.” Environment Secretary Roy Cimatu has directed Fran-
cisco Milla Jr., DENR Western Visayas regional gxgcuuvegd,};ec-__ i
tor, to conduct an inventory of all existing bamboo plantations
in Panay, where bamboo is naturally abundant. At present, :
. there are over 6,100 ha of such plantations across theisland.
* Millawas also ordered to fast-track the establishment of bam-.
bo.qp;bceésing-plants-tha't;Womdproduce-.englneeredpg}nhpp i
products. “We will adopt the lates;'tqchnqlogy ’g.rrprodumng .
lumber and timber out of the bamboo strands,” Cim; tusaidina.
statement. “This can usher in inclusive development in theis- -
laﬂd-énii;ﬁtovidemcpmeand‘-ﬁvelihood,”-+-Jngr:ro.sumo‘ ;
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‘Lowly’ bamboo takes center stage in loilo

climate-change confab

By JONATHAN L. MAYUGA
¥ @jonlmayuga

FTEN ignored and set ‘aside with
preference for hardwood, or good

lumber, it is now time for the lowly
bamboo to rise and shine.

This giant grass species is now the sub-
ject of various research and development to
enhance its potential as a viable alternative
to expensive wood species often imported
by the Philippine wood industry players to
sustain business activity.

The Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) gears up for the

country’'shosting of the First Asean Bamboo -

Congress for Climate Change Adaptation
towards Environmental Sustainability and
Economic Resiliency from August 12 to 16,
2019, at the Iloilo International Convention
Center in Iloilo City.

Tobe spearheaded by the Ecosystems Re-
search and Development Bureau (ERDB) of
the DENR, the eventwill convene more than
200 researchers, academics, policy-makers,
professionals, and representatives frombusi-
ness groups within the Asean region to dis-
cuss and exchange information on bamboo
and sustainable environmental strategies.

The congresswillalsobe attended by offi-
cialsfromInternational Networkfor Bamboo
and Rattan (INBAR) basedin Beijing, China,
and World Bamboo Organization, as well as
representativesfrom othernon-Asean coun-
tries, like Australia, US and China.

ERDB Director and National Coordina-
tor of the Bamboo Plantation Development
Project (BPDP) Dr. Sofio B. Quintanasaid the
international confab recognizes the impor-
tance of bamboo in adapting to and mitigat-
ing the effects of climate change.

Valuable economic resource
“BAMBOO is considered as a valuable eco-
nomic and environmental resource, and
ERDB hopes to continue to innovate ways
on increasing awareness on the promising
potentials of bamboo especially in attaining
environmental sustainability and economic
resiliency,” Quintana said in a statement.
Through the congress, ERDB hopes to
strengthen partnership with other coun-
tries in enhancing science-based research
and development on bamboo to support
the bamboo industry, and how the indus-
try can contribute to sustainable economic
growth and environmental sustainability,
according to Angelito B. Exconde, assistant
national coordinator of BPDP and the lead

BAMBOO grass species thrives in most parts of the Philippines.

coordinator for the event.

Known foritsresilience, versatility, beau-
ty, and strength, bamboo has been used for
different purposes for ages.

Construction material
FOR one, bamboo is a popular construction
material in the countryside.

It can be used for poles, scaffolding, rafts
and bamboo splits. Recent developments
made it possible to have panel boards, ply-
wood, plyboard and laminated board made
outofbamboo. Aside from construction pur-
poses, it is also used for furniture like sala
and dining sets, cabinets, benches, tables,
beds and chairs.

The culms can also be made into handi-
crafts like brooches, wall décors, vases,

fans and lampshades. Novelty items like -

the bambike (bicycle made of bamboo) and
motorcycle were also crafted out of bam-
boo. As a source of food, bamboo shoots of
kawayan tinik, giant bamboo, machiku, and
oldham are healthy sources of protein and
carbohydrates.

With the integration of bamboo in agro-
forestry, it can also contribute to povertyre-
ductionand help address theissue of hunger
in the countryside,

Defense vs calamity, carbon sink

BAMBOO forests are a natural defense

against calamity, as well as a carbon sink.
During windy and stormy conditions,

bamboo serves as a windbreak because of
itswell-developed system. Moreover, ithelps
prevent soil erosion and has a high capacity
for catching and conserving water which
makes it an ideal preventive measure for
flash floods. :

Bamboo is also recognized for its poten-
tial in sequestering carbon.

In 2013 to 2014, ERDB assessed the car-
bon sink potential of bamboos for mitigat-
ing the effects of climate change. The study
revealed thatbamboo can store 39.8 percent
to44.3percentof carboninitstotalbiomass.

The stugly is the first local attempt to de-
termine the biomass and carbon sequestra-
tion of atleast three economicallyimportant
bamboospeciesin the country—kawayan ti-
nik (Bambusablumeana), giant bamboo (Den-
drocalamusasper) andbolo (Gigantochloalevis).

Bolo (Gigantochloalevis) effectively stores
carboninits biomass, and the polesareused
forbuildingconstruction, basketry, scaffold-
ing and fish pens.

The carbon sequestration ability of bam-
boo is almost comparable to trees, which
makeitanideal element in the reforestation
efforts of the government.

Itmakesbambooideal carbon storage for
greenhouse gases.

The recommended way to use bamboo
as a carbon sink is to harvest poles and
turn them into useful products like fur-
niture and handicrafts for continuity of
carbon storage.



A

———
—
e

-l

TITLE:

STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATION
INITIATIVES
SERVICE

BusmessMn'ror b1

1 L1 L1 [ ]

UPPE PAGE 1 BANNER  EDITORIAL CARTOON
STORY STORY

e bty ol i 3 St e

PAGE 1/

LOWER

30 JM 2019

DATE- © 19

(,wd[\f b amb op 'j(ﬂ/k% cm-fw' ?hfe, w Lhifo

R 2

BambooR&D
THE ERDB has been doing research on
bamboo since 1987.

It has developed various technologles on
bamboo, including propagation methods,
plantation establishment and harvesting
techniques.

In 1990, ERDB established a Bambuse-
tum at the Los Barios Experimental Sta-
tion to conserve and preserve more than
40 different rare and endangered bamboo
species.

ERDB maintains the Bambusetum to
serve as an avenue for spreading knowledge
and sparking people’s interest in bamboo
conservation, propagation and utilization.
Additional Bambusetums have also been
established by ERDB in Baguio City, Bukid-
non, Davao, Albay, and in some other parts
of the country. Under Executive Order No.
26 dated February 24, 2011, the National
Greening Program (NGP) targeted 300,000
hectares to be planted with various bamboo
speciesindifferentpartsofthe countryfrom
2011 to 2016.

In 2017, under the expanded NGP, ERDB
was assigned to lead four BPDP that fo-
cused on rehabilitating degraded areas,
riverbanks, watersheds, and open public
areas using appropriate bamboo species
to support the development of Philippine
bamboo industry.

To further promote the importance of
bamboo, the Bureau also established the

bambooandrattangalleryatthe ERDBMain -

Office in Los Barios, Laguna. To date, it con-
tains a collection of more than 250 bamboo
products showcasing the Philippine native
bamboos, and their production and influ-
ence to the Filipinos’ way of life.

Promising future

THE future of the bamboo industry is very
promising. With its economic and ecologi-
cal potentials, the demand on bamboo has
increased in the domestic and international
markets resulting in a scarcity of its supply.

The ERDB has been at the forefront of
discovering research and information in de-
velopingbambooplantationstohelpaddress
the scarce supply of bamboos.

“We foresee this [Congress] as a relevant
and leading avenue for the improvement of
bamboo information not only in the Asean
regionbutglobally. Climate changeisapress-
ing issue, but there is strength in numbers.
I believe that if various stakeholders will

strongly collaborate, we can respond fully

to this problem,” said Dr. Quintana.

Uimade - Ma Lev b
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A need for unlearning

recently obliged myself to respond to a
request to support an online petition di-
rected at the Office of the President and
the Department of Environment and Na-

tural Resources. It was a call to cancel the
permit of a large mining company that has
been extracting gold and copper from a small
barangay in Nueva Vizcaya. Groups oppo-
sing what they claim as irresponsible mining
by the Australia-based firm said the project
has destroyed the environment and led to vi-
olations of human rights. For example, in

2009 private security forces allegedly evicted

local villagers and burned their houses.
Three years later, a community leader was
killed by unidentified gunmen. As of this
writing, the campaign has gathered at least
2,800 signatures out of its target of 5,000.
Intriguingly, another group was spon-
soring a parallel petition on the same plat-
form, calling for at least 2,500 supporters for
the renewal of the same mining company’s
contract. The petition comes with a photo
-and list of (supposed) benefits of the mining
activity, such as employment for at least 800
locals, educational assistance for more than
300 students, upgrading of roads and com-
munity facilities and financial assistance to
small enterprises and cooperatives. It boasts
that the company has paid almost P7 billion
worth of taxes, fees and charges in the last
five years. The petition, as of this writing,
needs only 200 signatures to hit its target.

Although I doubt the impact of online
petitions on the decision of the President,
I'd be curious to know which of the two pe-
titions would get the support of locals in the
affected rural barangay. But the cynic in me
thinks many would size up the issue based
on concrete benefits they see, regardless of
whether these came at the price of destroy-
ing a mountain, polluting a river or taking
the life of one fellow human being. The “de-
velopment a mining project brings may,

COMMENTARY

GERALD M. NICOLAS

for them, compensate for the government’s
neglect in providing them the means for a
better way of life. Such reasoning (which
needs to be proven empirically) is often in-
voked if one is to understand where people

are coming from when they see no problem
in things that have far-reaching conse-

quences on the environment.

Never has this kind of reckoning been
most demanded as in the last three years. I,
for one, am perplexed by the high satisfac-
tion and trust ratings of President Duterte.
Desplte the killings happening left and right
in urban poor communities because of the
government’s “war on drugs,” his net satis-
faction rating stayed “very good” for those
belonging to Classes D and E (+68 versus +58
among Classes ABC). More astonishing is his
high satisfaction rating among women
which, despite his many sexist remarks dur-
ing his public speeches, has been increasing
in the last two quarters—from +57 in De-
cember 2018 to +65 in March 2019 and +69 in
June 2019. Per the latest Pulse Asia survey,
he remains the most trusted national go-
vernment official (85 percent versus the Vice
President’s 52 percent), notwithstanding his
disregard for human rights and his inability
to assert our rights and protect our territo-
rial sovereignty in the West Philippine Sea.

Convinced that local pollsters will not
risk their reputation by manipulating survey
results, [ want to understand the prevailing
narrative by reaching out to ordinary people
among the 8o percent or so who are satisfied
with the way things are going—those who
welcome safety and security delivered to
their communities through fear and vio-

lence, those women who ]augh atrape jokes,
those Catholics who follow God’s com-
mandments but favor the death penalty and
give their quiet support to the drug-related
killings, those parents who love their chil-
dren but also want offending children to be -
locked up in jail, those who fall victim to
fake news and disinformation and those
who are poor but continue to support a
regime that is willing to sacrifice them in the .
name of development and peace and order.

There is a lot of unlearning needed.
Those who believe that there are alternatives
to the current narrative, and nongovern-
ment organizations like ours that have been
trying to influence policies to make them
work for the poor, the marginalized and the
vulnerable, are not getting certain things
right. They are confronted with the chal-
lenge of coming to terms with the reality of
those who, probably as a result of alienation
from our political and economic institutions
and of social exclusion, have pinned their
hopes on “saviors” that can lift them out of
their miserable situation. :

Those “saviors” can be a large mining
company that'provides jobs and improves
roads, or a President who promises radical
change, even if only delivered in rhetoric
and propaganda. People need to see wor-
king alternatives to destructive livelihood,
to the violent crime prevention, and to si-
lence in the face of fear and oppression. This
is difficult to achieve, given the prevalence
of disinformation and the demonizing of a
critical civil society. But as Martin Luther
King Jr. put it, “The arc of the moral universe
is long, but it bends toward justice.”

Gerald M. Nicolas is a project officer in
the John J. Carroll Institute on Church
and Social Issues.




N STRATEGIC FP H lL I P PIN E D A | LY — 1 1 1
§ COMMUNICATION [ bedn ey b Y4 m (1.1 1 ? WPER . FAGE]  BANNER EDITORIAL CARTGON
——— | NITIATIVES STORY STORY
—-= SERVICE FAGE LOWER

e il
30 2019
TITLE : PAGE 1/ ‘ DATE




o~ STRATEGIC WW\ [ ] |
& COMMUNI(‘AT!()N s 1’"% 4 PER PAGE 1 BANNE!( EDITORIAL CARTOOMN
i — INITIATIVES MANleBuLLETl“ I STORY STORY
Prm————— SERVIEHE PAGE LOWER

"l-"': THE NATION’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

30 M 2019
TITLE:: PAGE 1/ DATE
PAGASA warned that sudden rains

 cal, and Astronomical S

tu rbance will develop i to a tropical

_PA may

mténSIfY
mtO 1:r0plCal

- l!-’" .

A low pressure area (LPA) that
ha ‘a potential of intensifying into

opxcal cyclone will enhance the
sb ithwest monsoon or “hhbagat” over

y thé country.

ﬁ-”hlhppme Atmosphenc, Geophysi-
ces Admin-
istration (PAGASA) weather specialist

Ariel Rojas said the location of the LPA

a8 380 kilometers wes't of“Dagupan ‘
C gasman on Monday
»The LPA is already insule the

_ Bhihppine area of responsibility but

is moving generally west towards the
W&t Philippine Sea or iway from the
cp untry, Rojas said.

It is possible that thé weather dis-

'ssip  when it is
| '-'.stmmty, '

Ehal:mgai:, hght ) heavy m
s are expected over Onenfal Min-

doro, Occidental Mindoro, Marinduque,

Romblon, Palawan, Cavite, Batangas,
Bataan, and Zambales. J
Isolated monsoon rains and thunder—
storms will affect Metro Manila, Laguna,
Rizal, Quezon, Aurora, Bulacan, Nueva
Ecua, Tarlac, Pampanga, Ilocos Norte,
Tlocos Sur, La Union, Pangasinan, Abra,
Benguet, Ifugao, Kalinga, Mountain Prov-
ince, Apayao, Albay, Camarines Norte,
Camarmes Sur, Catanduanes, Sorsogon,
MASbate Visayas, and Mindanao. -
 Meanwhile, Batanes, Cagayan, Isa-
bela, Nueva Vizcaya, and Quirino will

_ experience isolated rain showers due

toiocahzed thunderstprms

due to severe thunderstorm a,ctmty

especlally in the afternoon or evening

may cause flash floods or landslides in
low—lymg or mountainous areas.

Citing the PAGASA’s historical

| record, Rojas said two to four tropical

_cyclones may enter or directly affect -

' ‘the country in August. Most tropical

cyclones cross the landmass of North-

‘ern Luzon, but some may loop or move
! away ym the country.

ue to incessant rains in the after-
noon or evening in the past few days,
- Angat Dam’s water level increased
anew by almost one meter on Monday.
Based on the PAGASA's monitoring,
the water level at Angat Dam rose to 163.34
meters on Monday from 162.40 meters last
Sunday. It is slightly above the 160-meter

critical level for domestic water supply.

_ Authorities have been pinning their
hopes on the arrival of tropical eyclones
that may help in the full recovery of the An-
gat Dam, which is hkely by next month.
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Best defenders
against poachers

DESPITE intensifying global efforts, our government agencies

are having a hard time tackling the growin oaching crisis
ld.%ifg species, like

that threatens to wipe out our critical wi
the Philippine pangolin and marine turtles.

According to a recent story published in this paper (See, Philippine Ma-
vines: Easier to find rebels than pangolins,” in the BUSINESSMIRROR,

July 17, 2019), the population of the Philippine pangolin (Martis culionensis)

has plummeted as much as 95 percent since the 1980s, making it critically
endangered—one step above extinction.. : )

There were 667 illegally trafficked Philippine pangolins apprehended by
authorities from 2001 to 2017, with 10 live animals recovered ata checkpoint
in Tagaytay City in June.

In April 2013, a Chinese poaching vessel rammed into the Philippines’s
famed Tubbataha Reefs. Found aboard were 2,870 dead pangolins.

Thereareonlyeightknown pangolinspeciesin the world—fourarein Africa

and fourin Asia, including the Philippines. The Palawan or Philippine pangolin

is the least studied among pangolin species in the world. As its name suggests,
itisendemicto PalawanIsland, considered the country'slast ecological frontier.

Hunted for their meat, scales and internal organs, pangolins are believed
to be miracle cures for various ailments, with China and Vietnam being ma-
jor buyers. The Department of Environment and Natural Resources has also
received numerous reports about the resurgence of marine turtle poaching,
particularly in Palawan and Mindoro.

The Philippines is a migratory pathway of marine turtles and hosts many
of their nesting sites. Five of the seven known marine turtle species are found
in Philippine seas. These are green, hawksbill, olive ridley, loggerhead and
leatherback turtles. Most marine turtles are on the list of threatened species,
according to the Red List of Threatened Species of the International Union
for Conservation of Nature.

' Hawksbill turtles are in demand by jewelers for their shell. Green turtles
are hunted for meat, while olive ridleys (also known as Pacific ridley sea tur-
tle), which are abundant in the West Philippine Sea, are also hunted for their
meat, shell and internal organs.

Republic Act 9147, or the Wildlife Resources Conservation and Protection
Act, prohibits wildlife trade, especiallywildlife thatare on the brink of extinc-
tion. The Philippines is also a party to several international treaties aimed at
protecting and conserving wildlife, such as the Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Flora and Fauna, and the Convention on
the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals orthe Bonn Convention,
an environmental treaty under the aegis of the United Nations Environment
Program. But poachers and illegal traders are taking advantage of poor law
enforcement and are conniving with locals to skirt these laws and regulations.

_Congress should provide government agencies mandated to protect our

wildlife and marine environment with more funds to do their jobs well Mare {

funding would not only provide for betterlaw enforcement and regulation but

also boost our resource managers’ capability to help propagate endangered

species and protect their habitats.

Poachingisnolongerasmall-timeactivity confinedto localslooking tomake
a quick side income to tide things over. As the confiscation of multimillion-
pesos worth of marine and wildlife contraband has shown, poaching has gone
big-time, an export industry in itself, and the big businesses behind it seem
unafraid of our laws with their measly fines and penalties. ]

The government needs stronger laws and policies to deal with the illegal
and organized activities of these big-time transnational poachers. It needs to
detect and document their environmental plunder with the objective of seek-
ing their conviction either in local courts or even internationally.

“However, the No. 1 enemy of all conservation efforts is poverty. It is said
that hungrypeople don’t care about conservation. It'snocoincidence thatmost
crimes against the environment take place in poor communities.

Every effort should be made to ensure that the people in these commu-
nities, especially those living in or near the biodiversity areas, stand to gain
economically and socially from conservation efforts, thus providing them
incentives to protect local wildlife and marine species. They are our best
defenders against poachers. -

DATE
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39 bursts of
applause and

- opposition, was
not recognized

_ the legitimate c

22 of laughter as such. The it pains me to say that we have
interrupting 2 ~ election watch-  not learned our lesson. The il-
the President’s dog NAMFREL legal drug problem persists... I
93-minute speech. And, as ex-  withdrew at the last moment be-  respectfully request Congress to
pected, I also counted at least  cause they would not to be given  reinstate the death penalty for
10 curses. the data for its open election data  heinous crimes (applause) re-

It is interesting to note that

was there was no applause nor.
laughter wh.en ‘the President.

website. After 25 minutes of count-

~ ing by the Transparency Server,

everything stopped for the next

lated to drugs as well as plunder.”
A far cry from his earlier dec-

laration “I will resign if T do not

talked about the West Phﬂlppme ' geven hours. More 500 SD chips  eliminate drugs in six months,”
Sea and China and about corrup~ - were replaced a few days before  the President now admits illegal
tion (except maybe one laugh?).  the election. It would be good for  drugs continue to pour in, even

“So where are we (the Phﬂ-- =

ippines) really now today?

‘an independent IT organization

to analyze and determine what

near Malacafiang Palace. Where

' are the drugs coming from? How

he asked. & ~actuallyhappeneﬂdunngth]slast is the supply — mostly coming
! I will nquuote parts of the - election and conclude what the  from China as Senator Ronaldo
! Premd&nt’&‘wpeech and give my _ eﬂ'ecta of these eventswere. “Bato” dela Rosa once said dur-
i own (right nr wrong) unsolic- ' Some woulg so argue over ing the campaign — able to pass
! 1ted insights. g the accuracy of the 3% disap-  through Customs?

[RESEESSETE SR
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Gambhng is illegal in China,
; ; ’I‘he news;_medla has recently
| been flooded with stories on the
mﬂux of Philippine Offshore
Gammg Operations (POGO) with

‘the Roman Cathohc Church ac-

Just asking,

services responsive to — client-
friendly. Your client is the Fili-

WaIk the jwalk as they always
 say. It's nice to hear promises like the money in our pockets come
- “Give me six months, Imllie’hmi from, from your salaries.”

‘nate dmgs or else 1 wﬂl reszgl : My own experience gettmg

0% “sOIVe traﬂic” or “T will sto_p cor- Manhmm 2018Wa_5hlghlyp081-_
* ruption..” Especially dunns the  tive and worth thanking the De-
million) drug  campaign period. -partment of Foreign Affairs and
shmmentwas::e sed i ila 6. “As of July 9, 2019, we col- the Duterte Administration for.
buslness sectormthls\country { in 2618 he was transferred to i lectedmorethanPﬁlbxlhonﬁ‘om /g’ “Equipped with political
Ifonenesﬂnsupmthtfxemany 8 ahannless cabmet post as head “'GOCCs or government corpora—. will, the government ordered the
controversml political dynashes ~ of the Technical Skills and De- | % ofwhich, orP16billion, closure of Boracay Island for six
. (the President’s famﬂy clude e velopment Agency. Th gig R. [applause] This is ‘months to prevent further dete-
 in the country (although thmg happened with another than 351’36bﬂhoncollect- rioration, We cleaned and reha-
-people who voted for ‘them) and i former BoC Commissioner ed in 2017 My salute to Andrea bilitated the island and I allowed
acapngal—Ar- ~ Nicanor Faeldon who resigned ‘D mingo. [applause] Maypas— ittoheal naturally” =~

grams demgned h ule:ﬂ:
a.nd reassure- om' mve

~ Or “I will jetski to Panatag Shoal passpol;ts for myself and my
and plant the Philippine flag” or children in an offsite facility in

Ve

100;000 Chinese workerswhoare
allegedly not paying taxes. Would'

cept such money if the ma,]onty, iy
of ihe gamblers are fore1gners? id

A “Sunphfy and make your'

pino, our employer - from where

fnenda (Gloria o
Ramo;l"BOﬂE MJU&H = ¢1{5t°m9 chief - fon"%‘rﬁ con- i’bﬂ{ﬁabﬂ a’am, nang marami 1t was highly commendable
Ponce Enmle, nggg ti“'ada, ﬁ gressmnal hearmgs into the (Gamble some more, ma’am, a of government to clean Boracay
and Imelda Marcos whb has'been smugglmg of P6.4-billion worth _lot). [laughter]” TeTanH) Bt e a0t thadaf e bF
p— Chinese business establishments
- and tourists during its opening,

a mountain flattened during
the closure, and recent flooding
(which normally happens when
trees are cut — a no brainer) at
} _ the height of Typhoon Falcon
! somehow negates such high com-
mendation. m

(To be continued.)

BENJAMIN ROBERTO GOMEZ BARRETTO

is currently a part time professor with the
Political Science Department of Ateneo de
Manila University. He s also Vice-President
for Planning and Community Services of the
Pamanlasan ng Lungsod ng Martklna

as well as its Dean for the College

of Management and Technology.

He was the former
Executive Director of .
~ the Jesuit Volunteers
Phllipplnes Foundation

~ Inc.and was a former
Administrator of the
Ateneo School of
Government
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ous presentations at the Heart-
land Institute’s 13" International
Conference on Climate Change
(ICCC-13) on July .25 in this
- city remerated what many sci-
] ent]ﬁc,pabers from the ﬁeldﬁ”
| | meteorology, geology, climatol-
i ogy, physics, chemistry, biology,
i mathematics, etc. have found —
4
|
{
{

there is no climate crisis or cli-
mate emergency.
Global warming is true, cli-

mate change is true, but they
| are largely natural, nature-made
! and not man-made (or anthro-
pogenic), and cyclical. What is
termed and called by others as
“extreme weather” has no base-
line period as basis of compari-
son. So when asked, “extreme
weather compared to when, 200
or 800 or 10,000 or 10 million
years ago?” the answer is often
the sound of silence. :
! The fact is that there was
“extreme weather” during the
Roman warm period, Medieval
warm period, until the current
modern warm period, and in the
next hundreds and thousands of
years into the future.

Dr. Roy Spencer, a climatolo-
gist at University of Alabama in

Huntsville (UAH) observed that . |

the Coupled Model Intercom-
parison Project (CMIP) of the
World Climate Research Program
(WCRP) models are “warming
about twice as fast as both UAH
satellite temperatures and the
average of four global reanalysis
datasets. And even if observed
warming is due to increasing
CO2, it is too weak to notice in
- our lifetime.”
Dr. Nir Shavi, a physicists at
the Hebrew University of Jerusa-
‘lem, argued that “actual evidence
points to a strong solar climate
link and a low climate sensitivity,

future warming will be benign,

No climate crisis

WASHINGTON DC — The vari-

and that solar actmty shouldr

“be taken but it is ignored by t the

UN IPCC (United Nations Inter-

. governmental Panel on Chmate
_Change).” et

Dr. Jay Lehr, a hydrologlst‘f‘

" and famous author of a thou-

sand-plus scientific articles,
noted that there are at least 12
climate variables — changes in
seasonal solar irration, energy
flows between the air and land,
etc. — that people should look
into and study before declaring
with certainty that there is in-
deed a climate emergency.

Governments, upon the prod-
ding of the UN, make policies
bases on wrong “climate crisis”
scenario of “unprecedented, un-
equivocal global warming.”

Thus in the Philippines, we
enacted the Renewables En-
ergy (RE) Act of 2008 (RA 9513)
which gives plenty of special
privileges to solar/wind/bio-
mass/hydro power producers,

kae the feed in tanff (FIT) or
g‘uaranteed price for 20 years,
to “help save the planet.”
higher oil, diesel, coal taxes un-
der the TRAIN law (RA 10963) is

'.'5150 done along this goal.

" There were two reports in
BusinessWorld in July 29 related
to this:

1. “NGOs call for more aggres-
sive moves to adopt renewable
energy”;

2. “Deputy Speaker vows ‘big
push’ on department bills, pay
hikes.”

Pushing for more intermit-
tents like solar/wind power will
further raise electricity prices.
Expanding some existing bu-
reaus into full Departments
will further require more taxes
to finance more Departments
and bureaus.

Many East Asian economies
hardly pay attention to inject-
ing more solar/wind into their
national electricity grid. In

.| (s*W)/ | Percap ‘

5 il Yo QOB

s | 366 71118_76% - 9608

B o e 503 S sew | 208

M7 68 1056 |  75% | 39306

83| 24| sus| aow | nus

R Sl | T R
Lrpgqrje_si_g___ bt b K0S 2l Aol ool
AL VRIS Bk T R Sl
|Thanqqg______ Lot of i3 Ol 1_7_75j 3% 8T
Masa 05| - w0 g
Philppnes 12 12| 998 | 24% | 304
Sngpore |03 -1 w9 o | eaod
(Hongkong |© 77 1T T e A g [ gy
{TotaIWorId 5846 | 1270 266480 | T0% |

\ SOURCES: (A) BP SFATJSTIMI, REWEW OF WORLD ENERGY 2019;

(B) PER CAPI TA INCOME .'MF WEO 20?9
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To create more : :
climate-related agencies
on top of having the DENR

- and the Climate Change

Commission, etc. and
they will create more
regulations to “fight”

less rain and more rain,
less flood and more flood,
less cold and more cold.

particular, Indonesia, Malaysia,
South Korea, Singapore, Viet-
nam, Taiwan, and Hong Kong
have a solar and wind share of
only 2% or lower of their total
electricity generation. And these
economies generally have high
per capitaincome (see table).

To create more climate-relat-
ed agencies — the Department of
Disaster Reduction and Depart-
ment of Water Resources — on
top of having the Department of
Environment and Natural Re-
sources and the Climate Change
Commission, ete. and they will
create more regulations to “fight”
less rain and more rain, less flood
and more flood, less cold and
more cold.

‘We should not further expand
bureaucracies but instead, ex-
pand conventional energy sourc-
es to significantly expand our
electricity production, which will
help bring down energy prices
and make electricity supply be-
come more stable. g

BIENVENIDO S.
OPLAS, JR. is the
president of Minimal
Government Thinkers.
minimalgovernment
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Kalat, harang
sa Taguig winalis

PINAIGTING ng lokal na
pamahalaan ng Taguig ang

- mga clearing operations

~ upang matanggal ang mga

iligal na istruktura, tinda-
han at nakaparadang
sasakyan sa mga kalsada.

Ani Mayor Lino
Cayetano, kailangang
masiguro ang "pedestrian
at vehicular mobility.at ac-
cess sa mga serbisyo pub-
liko gamit ang mga pam-
publikong daanan at ka-
parehong imprastraktura.”

“Aside from the space
occupied by roads, trans-
port system, buildings and
infrastructures, the associ-
ated pedestrian and vehic-
ular movement invariably
shapes the urban forms of
the city,” dagdag pa ni
Cayefﬁ};lo

Paliwanag ng alkalde

na kailangan ding masigs.

uro ang kaligtasan ng mga
pedestrian.

"As it is, Taguig is al-
ready a pedestrian-cen-
tered city, but we want to
make it even more so. We
want to make Taguig an
even more walkable city
and a safe and healthy
city," aniya.

Sa kanyang ikaapat na
State of the Nation Ad-
dress, inatasan ni Pangu-
long Rodrigo Duterte ang
lahat ng lokal na pamaha-
laan na bawiin ang mga
pampublikong lugar.

Inutusan naman ng
Department of Interior
and Local Government
ang mga LGUs na "linisin
ang kanilang mga baku-
ran" sa loob ng 60 araw
kundi ay mahaharap sa
Suspensyon ang mga pin-
uno. e i
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 Environment

. group warns

~ of toxic lipstick

By RHODINA VILLANUEVA

~ As the country observed “National
Lipstick Day” yesterday, an environmen-
taf group warned women against toxic
lipstick gmt can damage their health.

“Although prohibited as an ingredient
in cosmetic products, we find some lip-
sticks, particularly those without market
authorization, containing high levels of
lead,” Thony Dizon of EcoWaste Coali-
tofiisdic: e - A S B '

Dizon said that lead-containing lip-
sticks are also laced with other toxic
chemicals such as arsenic, cadmium and
mercury that are above the allowable
limits set by the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) and the Food and
Drug Administration (FDA). i

According to the ASEAN guidelines on
the limits of contaminants for cosmetics,
lead should not be directly added to the
cosmetic product formulations.

The trace amount limit of lead in cos-
metics should not be more than 20 parts
per million (ppm).

Dizon described as unethical the un-
lawful sale of cheap lipsticks that contain
lead above the regulatory limit. ;

Of the 75 lipsticks that the group
bought on July 26 and 27 for P26 to P50
agiece, 26 were found to contain lead way
above the prescribed limit.

The items were purchased in Divisoria,
Paco and Quiapo in Manila as well as in
Pasay City. o e ‘ :

- Using a handheld X-ray fluorescence
(XRE), the group detected atrocious levels
of lead ranging from 112 ppm to a danger-

“ously high 44,400 ppm in the lipsticks.

“The lead contaminant in these lip-
sticks may be due to the use of impure
and low quality raw materials and poor
manufacturing processes,” Dizon said.

“While it is most detrimental to young
children’s health, especially to their devel-
oping brains, lead exposure in adults can
ama?e their kidneys and increase the
risk of high blood pressure,” he added.

According to a US-based campaign
for safe cosmetics, a chemical-like lead
builds up in the body over time, so low.
but repeated exposure increases the risk.

“Exposure of pregnant women to
h;%h levels of lead can cause miscarriage,
stillbirth, premature birth and low birth
weight,” according\to the World Health
Organization, which listed lead among 10
chemicals of major public health concern.
To dprotect consumers’ health, EcoWaste

ed the FDA to issue an urgent public
health advisory and stop the sale of toxic
lipsticks and other unsafe cosmetic prod-
ucts like skin whitening creams laden
with mercury.
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Earth’s supply
~ empties fast

Earth Overshoot Day falling on 29 July means that humanity
is currently using nature 175 times faster than our planet’s
ecosystems can regenerate :

said in a statement. :

“The costs of this global ‘ecological
overspending are becoming increasingly
evident in the form of deforestation, soil
erosion, biodiversity loss, or the buildup
of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere.
The latter leads to climate change and
more frequent extreme weather events,”
it added. \

Caleulated since 1986, ‘the grim
milestone has arrived earlier each year.

PARIS, France — Mankind will
have used up its allowance of
resources such as water, soil and clean
air for all of 2019 by Monday, a report said.

The so-called Earth Overshoot Day
has moved up by two months over the
past 20 years and this year's date is the
earliest ever, the study by the Global
Footprint Network said.

The equivalent of 1.75 planets would

be required to produce enough to
meet humanity’s needs at current
‘consumption rates. :
“Earth Overshoot Day falling on 29
‘July means that humanity is currently
using nature 1.75 times faster than our
‘planet’s ecosystems can regenerate.
This is akin to using 1.75 Earths,”
the environmental group, which is
headquartered in Oakland, California,

In 1998, it fell on 21 October, in
9003 on 22 September and in 2017 on
9 August. :

“We have only got one Earth — thisis -
the ultimately defining context for human
existence. We can't use 175 (earths)
without destructive consequences,” said
Mathis Wackernagel, founder of Global
Footprint Network. AFP
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