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REHABILITASYON NGNABOC
RIVER PANGANGASIWAAN
ATTUTUTUKAN NG DENR

NOONG Hulyo 17, nilagdaan

ang Memorandum of Agree-
ment (MOA) sa pagitan ni-
na t of Environ-
ment and al Resources
gENhn) Hc;'H?Operaﬁon&Eas-
tem Mindanao at kasaluku-
yan ding Region 11 Execu-
tive Director Ruth Tawanta-
wan at Compostela Valley
Governor Jayvee Tyron Uy
sa opisina ng DENR Region
11 sa Davao City.

Bilang tugon sa Pangulo,
sinabi ni Secretary Roy A.
Cimatu na bumuo ng plano
ang DENR upang mabigyan
ng solusyon ang problemang

lmmsannarhanthes
and Geosciences Bureau
(MGB) na magsagawa ng
500-meter sampling interval
mula sa Barangay Diwata

sa Monkayo upang matukoy
ang kalagayan ng ilog. Na-
kumpirma rin sa pag-aaral

ang mataas na antas ng mer-
cury at fecal coliform sa kaha-
baan ng ilog.
Noor\gmyongnalali-
pas na taon ay naglabas ng
SpecnalOrdorNo 2018-593

River (PTFNR) sa Region 11.
Ito ay bahagi ng Executive
Order No. 217 ni Panguiong

Duterte na nagtatatag sa Na-

tional Task Force Diwalwal.
Ang PTFNR ay nakapag-

bigay na ng 1,797 cease and

desist orders sa mga may-ari
ng ball mills at planta ng car-

bor-in-pulp nitong nakalipasna
Marso. Dahil naman sa "Lihok

Alang sa Naboc" ay naging
madali ang operasyon sa pag-

lipat ng mga informal settiers

at processing plants mula sa

“.-‘;x N (

NG

" Mt. Diwata patungo sa Sitio

Mabatas upang matugunan
ang environmental concemns
sa Diwalwal.

‘Bukod sa paglilinis ay
nagkaroon na rin ng informa-

~ tion, education at communica-

tion activities sa nasabing

Iugm‘l‘izag:uasexlarnuttlinsu(.‘.a-
mamaamgabamngayo!ﬂ-

gi-
tan ng kanilang solid waste
management. .
Nakapaloob sa MOA na
ang DENR at ang Composte-
la LGU ay magtataguyod at
pananatilihin ang pag-unlad ng
komunidad sa pamamagitan
ng "rational exploration, de-

veoprert, uizaton t con

(Photoman frommeiaeebookofGov JayveeWronUy)

N

\J(jh()[

i
|

mangmaﬂyakmsumusu—
nod ang mga ito sa environ-

mental laws, rules and regu-
iaﬂonaisardmﬁonuas-

'mrHansapddldpaqwman

ngDPWH
 Regular ding magsasaga-
wa ng periodic monitoring ng
ﬂogbﬁangWataerlityMa~
nagement Area na nakapaloob
sa Republic Act 9275 (RA) o
mas kilala sa tawag na Phi-

ippine Clean Water Actof 2004

Upang masuri ang epekto ng
gagawing paglilinis sa ilog.
Titiyakin naman ng MGB
at ng provincial local govem-
ment na ang lahat ng buha-
ngmatgmbakabilang naang
metallic materials na makuku-
ha sa ilog na may kaukulang
permits ay maitatapon ng
maayos batay sa RA 7942 o
Philippine Mining Act of 1995,
Department Administrative

‘Order2010-21 o ang Revised

Implementing Rules and Re-
gulations of RA 7942 at iba

pang kahalintulad na batas.
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TOTAL BA
SA WAST
IMPOR

NATAPOS na ng Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources (DENR) ang
pagbuo ng polisiya na pansamantalang
magbabawal sa lahat ng waste imports sa
gitna ng pagdating ng misdeclared ship-
ments na naglalaman ng mga basura.

ng DENR at Bureau of Cus-
toms (BOC), ang nakatakda
ring buuin, ;

“[, personally, will pro-
pose for a ban doon sa mga

Mula sa pahina 1
Ayon kay DENR Un-
dersecretary for Solid Waste
Management and ~ Local
Government Units Concerns

‘Benny Antiporda, ang mora-
'torium, sa pamamagitan ng

isang department order na
ipalalabas ngayong linggo, ay
magiging epektibo sa loob ng
tatlong buwan.

Ani Antiporda, pirma na

lamang ni DENR Sec. Roy

Cimatu ang hinihintay para
‘maipatupad na ang total ban

' sa waste imports.

“The moratorium will
give way to the drafting of
guidelines that will tighten
the government’s grip on
garbage being shipped to the
Philippines,”aniya.

Isang inter-agency
council, na kabibilangan
ng National Solid Waste
Commission

import na [illegal] para if in
case na palusutan mo kami,
haluan mo ng basura talaga,
kukumpiskahin namin “yung

_van at the same time, kakasu-

han pa namin,” wika ni Anti-
porda.

“Doon naman Sa mis-
declaration, ‘pag nalusutan
ang Bureau of Customs na-
man, we will have no choice
but to run after the issuing

party,” dagdag paniya,
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- Total ban sa imported basura,

-

P;nna na lang ang kulang — DEN?R

ng Depart-
ment of Environment
and Natural Resources
(DENR) na I na la-

balangkas

magbibigay daan sa pag-
ng mga pata-

- electronic assemhhes
scrap, used oil at ﬂyash.
~ Samantala ang mllé
portation ng ‘recyclabl
naglal

mang ang lintay sa anglpma sa Pl matena]sna a.man
wang .na.
ansamantalang pag- Isan 1ntc en- sangkap, ay nanganga-
e ”hnga”?““ Nationsl fv,i proc ne DENE. ain
- sa ng Nati ng
g:aéanlgoﬁ ngnakanﬁsg' : ‘aste Management sunod sa Administrative
Commission Order 2013 22 ng a.hen-
ga%l tn-tl!gsl:uprmant na at Bureau of ustoms si )
naglalaman ng mga ba-  (BOC), ang itatatag. Una nito, BOC
Smab1 ni Antiporda ay nagtatag ng )
Ayon kay DENR Un- na personal n1yang imu-  yunit na susubaybay sa
dersecretary for So- - pagpasok ng mga ma-
ent i

and Local -Governmen

e - a-f*°
-“';na‘;[ylegal] "sak mg
Units Concerns Ben-

sila, hal

: mm’b na.?.basula, sa

Sa_ilalim_ ng Cus—:

Antiporda mor- basura,a ku]mmpls-* toms Memo
M pﬁm& : angva}irxat : der CMO) No. 38-2019
tan ng isang depart- a ang mga ito. \gong tatag na En-
ment order na nakatak- n naman sa mis- wronmental Protection

sa mga Su- declaration, ‘pag nalusu- and Compliance Division
sunod na araw, ay magi- tan ang Bureau of Cus- angmagmcrmomtorsa
gmgepeknbosa oobng toms, we will have no pagproseso ng mga
choice but to run after ment na mapang
irma na la the issuing party.” ~ na sangkap, waste
D Secretary : Pmapayagan ng Pili-  uets, nuclear wastes, re-
Roy pag-import nﬁ cyclable products o mga
upang . mangﬂ na ang recyclah e waste, tula psaﬂa_hmnﬁ
waste importation. - nﬁ mga scrap m ulatory control ng};) !
Ang moratorium, ay lid plastic materials, and Aquino)
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Cebu town landfill
allowed to reopen

L

lifted its Cease and Desist Order (CDO) on
August 9 against Asian Energy Systems
Corporation (AEC), the operator of the

sanitary landfill in Polog, Consolacion, Cebu,

after the firm completed the rehabilitation
of the facility,

AEC was issued the order after the EMB
found that it failed to implement the Envi-

‘ronmental Management Plan (EMP) that -

resulted to a landslide last May 4.

The landfill was shut down. During a
technical conference with the EMB on May
8, AEC was ordered to address the pollution
and environmental concerns.

The company has since complied with
all the requirements. It submitted to EMB a
project to convert methane gas into energy.
The project is scheduled to be completed on
Dec. 15, 2020. '

EMB Regional Director William Cunado
witnessed the signing of the memorandum
of agreement for the project between AEC,
Alterna Verde Corporation, and SERRS
Technology of Thailand.

- CEBU CITY - The Environmental Man-
‘agement Bureau (EMB) in Central Visayas
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few days ‘As of ¢
meters which was higl}er

S#t'urday to 76.3 4
recorded on Friday :

as our dams refill anew.
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MAY ~gat Dam kahapon dahil
magandang naldulo; sa mga pag-ulan kam-
ang mga pag-ulan ni- akailan.

tong mga nakaraangm - Ayon sa Philippine
linggo sa Luzon dahil  Atmospheric, ‘Geophysi-
sa bagyong Hanna. cal and Astronomical

Ito ay nang tumaas  Services Administration

ang lebel ng tublgsaAn- * (Pagasa), hanggang ka-

hapon ng alas-6:00 ng
umaga, ang water level
sa Angat Dam ay nasa
174.13 meters, o 1.82

‘meters na mas mataas
kumpara sa 172.31- me-

ter water level na na—

umaga . Dam, Pantabangan Dam,
Bukod dlto bahag _ at Caliraya Dam.

yang tumaas din ang le- Samantala, nagka- .

. bel ng tublgsa iba paﬁg(.-‘ roon naman ng bahag-

mga dam sa bansa, ka-  yang pagbaba ng lebel ng

bilang na ang ‘La Mesa tubig sa Ipo Dam at Ma-
Dam, Ambuklao Dam, gat Dam, ayon sa state
Binga Dam, San Roque weather bureau. PMRT
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BALITA - BUENAS = CHIKA

Tubig sa dam
pa-'normal’ na
MALAPIT na sa normal
high water level ang tubig
sa La Mesa dam, ayon sa
Philippine Atmospheric
Geophysical and Astro-
noemical Services Admi-
nistration. 2
Kahapon ng umaga,
ang tubig dito ay 76.56
metro tumaas ng 0.22
metro mula sa 76.34
metro na naitala noong
Sabado ng umaga.
Ang normal high wa-
ter level ng La Mesa dam
ay 80.15 metro. -
Tumaas din ang tubig
sa Angat dam. Kahapon
ng umaga ito ay 174.13
metro o tumaas ng 1.82
metro mula sa 172.31
metro kamakalawa.
. Ang normal high wa-
ter level ng Angat ay 210
metro. Ang normal oper-
ating level nito ay 180
metro.

~ Ang dalawang dam
ang pangunahing
pinagkukuhanan ng su-
play ng tubig sa Metro
Manila at mga karatig-
probinsya. Leszzlly Be-

gas
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Water concessaonalre_g t0

appeal SC's ?2—B penalty

| Water concessionaires Maynilad Water
Services, Inc. (Maynilad) and Manila Water
Company, Inc. (MWC) are both exploring
legal options to appeal the demsmn of the
Supreme Court (SC) g them to
pay the Philippine government nearly 22
billion for “violating” the Phﬂppme Clean
Water Act.
. OnTuesday, the high court o:ﬂered the
fetropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage
tem (MWSS) to pay?l84bi1hon for

WaterActenactedmzm under Repubhc
ActNo.9275.

Under the law, MWSS and its conces-
sionaires are required to connect the
existing sewage line found in all subdivi-
sions, condominiums, commercial centers,

* hotels, sports and recreational facilities,

hospltals market places, public build-
ings, industrial complex and other similar
establishments including households to
available sewerage system within the
first five years of the law's unplementa—
tion. Maynilad and Manila Water are the

When sought for comment, Manila

-+ Water and Maynﬂad said they haven't re-

; ceNedﬂaeSCdﬂnmon,butbotboompames
are now planning to make an appeal.

- "On the new penalty to be imposed by

the Supreme Court, Manila Water has not

~ received an official copy of the Supreme

Court decision to-date. We are prepared

to exercise all our legal options, including

filing for a Mpt:on for Reconsideration,

within the time mandated by
* thelaw on receipt of the said order;" Mamla
Water said.

- "Butassuming the newsis correctthen
we intend to file a motion for reconsidera-
tlénw1thmthe allowed 15 daysfmmmcelpt

of the ruling," the company said.

~ In the unanimous full court decision
written byAssomate Justice Ramon Paul
L. Hernando, the SC ordered the two
water firms and the MWSS to pay a fine of

- $322,102 foreverydayofnqn-comphance
. wi;hthelaw :

- “Maynilad shallbejomﬂyand several]y
liable with the MWSS for a total amount of
P921.46 million covering the period May 7,

the SC declsmn reads. In the same man-
ner; Water shall also be jointly and
severally liable with MWSS for the same
amount and period.

Maynilad, Manila Water, and MWSS
are reqwredtopaytheﬁnemthmlsdays
from receipt of the decision.

- MWSS Administrator Reynaldo\hlas-

co also said the agencyhasgettoreeewe |

the SC decision.

When asked if the agentymalsoplan-
mngtomakeanappeal,Velascohasnot
yetlssuedaresponse :

iolating Section 8 of the P!nhppme Clean concessionaires of MWSS. Maynilad, tbo, said it has not yet re-
I
eewed a copy of the SC decision. ~ 2009todate ofpmmulgahon (Aug, 6. 2019),"
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Make corporate offi cers liable

here’s an increasing number of compa-
nies guilty of wrongdoing that are get-
ting slapped with up to a billion pesos in
penalties by our government.

Manila Water and Maynilad, our country’s
biggest water distributors, are the latest of
these penalized companies. Last week, the
Supreme Court announced it is imposing
P2 billion in penalties against these two enti-
ties because of their gross environmental law
violations. Even the Metropolitan Waterworks
and Sewerage System (MWSS), the govern-
ment agency regulating these two water utili-
ties, is held solidarily liable to pay the penalty.

Prior to this, Rizal Commercial Banking
.Corp. was fined P1 billion by the Bangko Sen-
tral ng Pilipinas, Philex Mining Corp. was
penalized P1 billion by the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources, and the
now defunctride-hailing company, Uber, was
ordered by the Land Transportation Fran-
chising and Regulatory Board to pay almost
half a billion pesos in fines and financial
aid to its drivers.

In addition to the P2 billion fines, Manila
Water, Maynilad and the MWSS are being
made to pay P322,102 in daily penalty until
they fully comply with the Clean Water Act
(Republic Act No. 9275). The law requires
them to connect the sewage lines found in all
subdivisions, condominiums, commercial
centers, hotels, sports and recreational facili-
ties, hospitals, market places, public build-
ings, industrial complexes and other similar
establishments, including households, to the
available sewerage system.

The two water companies were obligated
to provide sewage lines in Metro Manila and

FLEA MARKET OF IDEAS

JOELRUIZBUTUYAN

other cities in their concession areas within
a five-year period, which expired in 200g9.
The P2-billion penalty was for their failure
to put up the sewerage system from 2009
up to the present.

The MWSS admits that only an appalling
15 percent of Metro Manila water consumers
are connected to sewer networks. What's
even more distressing is that, despite the
2009 deadline set by law, the MWSS defies

Congress by proclaiming that it will take its.

own sweet time by committing to full sewer
and sanitation coverage only in 2037.

_In its website, Manila Water admits that
85 percent of the households in its concession
areas “are not yet covered by a sewer system
and instead utilize their own septic tanks.
Wastewater that accumulates inside septic
tanks... eventually leak out pollution into the
groundwater or into municipal drainage sys-
tems, eventually finding its way into our
rivers and water bodies.” It’s the same fate
for wastewater coming from the households

serviced by Maymlad no doubt.
It's clear that the heavy pollution of our

. city rivers and Manila Bay is wrtually due to

the refusal of the two companies to complete

‘the sewerage system. No amount of money

and effort spent by the government and civic
organizations will ever clean up our city
rivers and the bay because of the daily seep-
age and flow of wastewater.

Manila Water and Maynilad enjoy two
enviable advantages. The government has
each given them a franchise that amounts to
a business monopoly with millions of cap-
tive consumers. They are also guaranteed a
12-percent rate of return on their invest-
ments, as public utilities. In exchange for
these huge privileges, they have been re-
quired to put up a sewerage system out of
which they will earn adclitional income in
sewage fees anyway.

The P2-billion fine imposed by the gov-
ernment will work to penalize the stockhold-
ers of the two companies, many of whom are
innocent investors of the publicly-listed com-
panies. Even making the MWSS solidarily li-

‘able merely penalizes innocent taxpayers....

If the government wants to exact real ac-
countability and force the quick completion
of the sewerage projects, it should criminally
prosecute the responsible corporate officers,
because the law allows the imposition of
P3 million in fines per day and imprisonment
of 10 years against them.

If that doesn’t work, unleash the ultimate
weapon of the current government: Allow the
President to go berserk on them.

Comments to fleamarketofideas@gmail.com
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Manila Water cites
need for new source

MANILA Water Co. Inc.

will give equal importance.

to the development of wa-
ter supply sources along-
side its core responsibility
as a distributor.

This comes as the water
subsidiary of Ayala Corp.
changes leadership effective
September 1 with the return
of Rene Almendras as chief
executive officer and chief
sustainability officer vice
Ferdinand Dela Cruz who

. resigned for personal reasons.

Jaime Augusto Zobel de
Ayala, Ayala Corp. chair-
man and chief executive
officer, said apart from
the distribution responsi-
bilities of Manila Water,
the development of water
supply sources which is
the role of the government
should be equally treated
with high importance.

“We have a little supply
capacity from the last 30,
40, 50 years. Angat dam was
built a long, long time ago
and the reason that we've
not faced the problem is be-
cause we took the efficiency
when we took over, when
Manila Water was ptriva-
tized... Supply has not been
a lot of a problem because
there’s a lot of efficiency
built into the system butun-
fortunately, that efficiency is
now maximum and the city
continues to grow so new
supply then is the only way
to go,” Zobel said.

He said there are now
“productive conversations
with the government” on
how to resolve the water
supply issue.

Manila_ Water was
slapped with fines due to
service interruptions that
started in March and most
recently, because of its
alleged failure to provide
proper wastewater facili-
ties in its franchise area.

ZOBEL

will continue to serve as
president and chief execu-

tive officer of another Ayala’

owned company, AC Infra-
structure Holdings Corp.
In 2009, Almendras was
president and chief operat-
ing officer of Manila Water
but his term was cut short
when the Aquino admin-
istration appointed him as
secretary of the Department
of Energy and later on as
- Cabinet Secretary and fi-

by

e T~

Integrated Corporate

Meanwhile, Almendras

 nally as secretary of foreign
m‘.‘_”}‘ ‘l. .. s '- .
Speaking at last week’s -

Governance, Risk Man-

- agement and Sustainabil-

ity Summit, Zobel said
the group has designed a
“long-term sustainability
blueprint that lays out ac-
tionable and measurable
targets that address critical
environmental, social, and
governance gaps.”

“We identified marginaliza-
tion, large untapped potential
of our human capital, and
irresponsible growth leading
to long-term environmental
damage as the three critical
challenges our group can
focus on,” he said.

Dubbed as the “Ayala Sus-
tainability Blueprint,” it was
specifically designed to sup-
port the achievement of the
UN Sustainable Develop-

. ment Goals by 2030 to enable

the Ayala Group “to be more
deliberate in monitoring and
evaluating sustainability tar-

gets and help allocate re-

sources to initiatives mote
appropriately.”

“Under the blueprint,
we will focus on contrib-

uting to the achievement

of three pillars where we.
believe our businesses can
generate the most sig-
nificant and lasting im-
pact These are: access and
inclusivity, productivity

and competitiveness, and

responsible growth and
innovation. Let me dis-
cuss this in greater detail

by citing examples of our.

initiatives across the Ayala
group in support of these
three pillars,” Zobel said.

“We believe that by integrat-

ing Cotporate Governance,
Risk Management and Sus-
tainability, we will fortify the
group’s capacity to function as
a more efficient and relevant
pattner in nation building. To
us, susminability is key to bridg-
ing petsistent societal gaps thaz

“have disenfranchised genem—

tions of Flh_pmos,” he added.
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AFTER having tendered an unopposed
offer to build the New Manila
International Airport, San Miguel
Corp. has been given the green light
to proceed with the construction of the
four-terminal airport in Bulacan over
a 3,300 hectare property, standing on

- water and which has yet to be reclaimed.

The project is expected to decongest

Boon or curse

kb 1 expert says the
new airport will be a
disaster for Bulacan,
Metro Manila and :
adjacent provinces. 33
R
International Airport as it targets to
service 100-million passengers a year.
However, former press attache to the
Philippine Embassy in Washington,
Ado Paglinawan, insists that the mega
pro_;ect touted to deliver us from the

terminals will only spell disaster not
only for Bulacan but for the whole of

Metro Manila and adjacent provinces.
In his paper, Paglinawan said the
Environmental Compliance Certificate
issued by the Regional Director of the
Department of Environment and Natural
Resources for the project is anomalous
because the adverse environmental
impact of the Bulacan Airport project
extends to the National Capital Region
and Region IV-A because of : the
interconnecting over and underground
river basin systems and network of river
deltas behind the coastlines of the entire
Paglinawan says further ‘that if and
Tom to AS

the already overcrowded Ninoy Aquino

Boon...
From A4

when it should have been issued at all,
the responsibility should have not been
below the Secretary of Environment
and Natural Resources himself.

As it currently stands, Paglinawan
says that even without the Bulacan
Airport, there is already a warning of
a clear and present danger to human
lives and safety for all those in the areas
affected by the interconnections.

And he hits the nail right on the

~ head. The amount of rainfall that fell
- on Metro Manila last week, which

inundated streets resulting in horrific
traffic conditions and sent schools
to close for several days, is enough
proof of this.

And we are not even talkmg about
“Ondoy” and habagat that in recent
years cost thousands of lives, billions
in private properties and immobilized
Metro Manila for days, and Typhoon
“Yoling” which flooded many parts of
Central Luzon for six months.

Itis interesting to note that presently,
there are already areas in Bulacan
where the municipalities have already
raised street and drainage canals by
one meter, causing the inundation to
seep into and dwell on the ground
floors of residential communities for
months.

As such, Paglinawan says any

reclamatxon or land deveiopment'

miseries of the overcrowded NATA

project, regardless of the semantics,
especially in the magnitude of 3,000
hectares, can perpetuate this despicable
condition for many generations.
Serious flood control mitigation
and disaster resiliency strategies and
infrastructure, not just for immediate
areas but all those fronting the
entire Manila Bay, must precede any

development project, especially one of

 this magnitude.

* % &

Golden Boy

How time flies. It seems not too
long ago I used to hang out with
this guy, along with his brothers
Joy and Roy (It was actually Roy
whom I got first acquamted with),
first in their apartment in EDSA |,
and then in another compound in
Kamuning. Playing basketball, music
and downing a few bottles thereafter
(With Joy and Roy only as he was not
of the drinking age then).

Oh what a time it was, but it was
really fun. And that was long ago. Their
apartment on EDSA had to give way
for the MRT Quezon Avenue Station.
I don’t know who now dwells in their
former abode in Kamuning. y

But the other night, we had some
sort of reunion. He, his gorgeous wife
Vangie, Joy, Roy and their lovely
sons and daughters, all grown up. The
event—his 50th birthday, marks his
entry to a golden era.

Happy Birthday Neil Brillantes.
Hope to sit down with you agaln soon.

B PP S
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world’s plastlc woes?

TECHNOLOGY start-up

near Ontario’s leafy border

with Michigan says it has the
answer to the world’s plastic pollution

problem: sawdust.

Origin Materials is getting
ready to pay sawmills in the area
$20 a ton for the scraps left over
in the process of turning logs into
lumber, which it will use to make
recyclable plastic bottles that
remove carbon dioxide from the
sky because they’re made from
sustainably sourced wood waste.

Nestlé SA, Danone SA and
PepsiCo Inc. plan to sell water in
Origin’s recyclable plant-based
bottles in early 2022.

It’s one of the many unconven-
tionalways conceived by scientists
to reduce the world’s reliance on
plastics made from petroleum,
which emit as much climate-
damaging pollutants as 189 coal
plants each year from production
to incineration.

Otherso-called bio-based plas-
ticsarebeing developed from sug-
ar, corn, algae, seaweed, sewage
and even dead beetles.

“Consumers are caring about
plastic in a way that they haven't
in a long time, maybe ever,” said
John Bissell, 34, who founded
Origin Materials in 2008 and
has spent 10 years working as an
engineer developing alternative
plastics that don’t contribute to
climate change.

Everyday things llke bottles
and clothing can now become car-
bon negative, but remain other-
wise functionally identical.”

That may be true in theory, but
phasing outpetroleum-based plas-
tics will be an uphill battle.

Use of the material has become
so ingrained for societies around

the world that about half of all
new oil demand through 2040
will come from petrochemicals,
an industry that relies on plastics
for most of its business, according
to BloombergNEF.

The $500-billion global plas-
tics market is responsible for 5
percent of greenhouse-gas emis-
sions, Friends of the Earth data
show. Some projections see that
ratio tripling in the next 30 years.

Plant-based plastics, espe-
cially varieties made from sugar
cane, are starting to seep into
the mainstream as companies
try to respond to consumers who
are increasingly angry about the
ecologically devastating impact
of plastics.

London-based Bulldog sells its
male skin-care products in plastic
tubes made from sugar cane. Last
year, Danish toymaker Lego A/S
startedincludingbotanical pieces,
likeleaves, bushes and trees, made
entirely of plant-based plastics in
its box sets.

It'll take getting big food and
beverage companies on board to
really alter the equation. Nestlé
alone produces 1.7 million tons
of plastic packaging a year, ac-
cording to the Ellen MacArthur

~ Foundation, enough tomakeover

51 billion bottles.

Beverage makers like Coca-
Cola Co. and Pepsiuse alot more
than that. Coca-Cola rolled out
its so-called plantbottle in
2009, but it's still 70 percent
petroleum based.

“There is no doubt that aware-

ness around plastic waste has be-
come more prominent in the last
two years,” said Simon Lowden,
president of PepsiCo’s global
snacks group, whichannouncedin
2016 it would seek to reduce abso-
lute greenhouse-gas emissions by
20 percent by 2030.

As part of a strategy to find
more sustainable packaging, Pepsi
last year joined Nestlé and Dan-
one’s NaturALL Bottle Alliance

/ to find ways to reduce the carbon
footprint of beverage bottles. All
three plan to buy 100 percent
plant-derived bottles from Origin
Materials when its Ontario plant
gets up and running at the end of
2020 with a starting capacity of
300 million bottles a year.

Origin Materials developed

a way to extract cellulose from
wood waste t;p makepara-xylene,
a hydrocarbon usually derived
from oil used to manufacture
PET, one of the most common
plastics today.

Sincetreesand plants naturally
capture CO2 through photosyn-
thesis, using sustainably sourced
sawdustand wood chips more than
offsets any pollutants released in
the manufacturing process, ac-
cording to Bissell,

. However ingenious the tech-
niques to make plant-based
bottles may get, though, they're
still plastic.

Notallvarieties arerecyclable
or biodegradable. And ultimate-

* lyunless theyare recycled—and
worldwide only one out of every
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five bottles is—plastic bottles
inevitably end up in landfills
where they may spew pollutants
into the air, or worse, find their
way into the oceans where most
could take hundreds of years to
degrade, killing birds, fish and
whales in the process.

When incinerating, bio-based
plastics may be little better than
ioil-baged onesbecause the carbon
'stored in them is released.

‘Bince David Attenborough’s
Blue Planet 2 documentary in
2017 showedalbatrosses feeding
their chicks plastic by accident,
plastic’s environmental impact
has “gone from a niche topic of
conversation and engagement to
something that features in all
our conversations,” said Mark

Lancelott, a sustainability ex-
pertat PA Consulting Group Ltd.
The London-based consultancy

. has seen a “significant increase”

in requests from food and bever-
age companies on how to manage

' plastic waste.

After the European Union
and New York announced bans
this year on certain single-use
plastics, many companies are
getting nervous about how far
thoseregulations could go, added
Katherine Lampen, a London-
based partner in Deloitte’s sus-
tainability advisory team, which
advises big consumer packaged
good companies.

“They are concerned that the
future viability of their busi-
ness could be reduced due to a

heavy reliance on the material,”
she said.

Solving the Emissions Problem
Using plants instead of oil to make plastic can absorb C0O2 from the atmosphere

Petyochemical-Based Plastics
Drilling for the crude oil used to make plastic resin releases greenhouse gases

0 S
g : Qg0
[ S — B L P —
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Plant-Based Plastics

Skeptics of the bioplastic push
say they’re not resolving the un-
derlying problem. Itwould be bet-
ter to focus onimprovingrates of
reuse of plasticor glass packaging,
with waste collected by the pro-
ducer, according to Juliet Phillips,
an ocean campaigner at the Envi-
ronmental Investigation Agency,
a nongovernment organization.

If production of plant-based
plasticswere tobe scaled up, “land-
use demands could bring about
competition with agriculture, ac-
celerating deforestation concerns
and biodiversity loss,” she said.

For Bissell at Origin Materi-
als, the plastic industry has be-
come too important for global
commerce to work on only one
front to improve sustainability,
especially considering soaringde-
mandin emerging markets where
reuse programs tend to be under-
developed. ‘

“The end of life of plastics is
really important. I'm not too sure
thatI'dargue thatit’s moreimpor-

_tant than climate change. That

feelslike maybenot therighttrade
off to make,” he said. BloombergNews

Origin Materials makes the same plastic resin from wood waste, restoring the atmosphere
because trees naturally absorb carbon dioxide

. O Qe &
o

Note: Failure to recycle or reuse

emissions

Sources: Origin Materials, Bloomberg

plastic packaging could eventually add to

Bloomberg



A

STRATEGIC

COMMUNICATION
————— |NITTATIVES

i SERVICE
i

TITLE :

Tesied St W0

The Wanila Thmes

A

PAGE L

PAGE 1/

UPPER

BANNER  EDITORIAL CARTOON
STORY

PAGE 1
STORY

2 AGRE——

a

e apgorenth gopined o oo -

The arguments against
incineration haven't changed

ERU Gov. Gwen Garcia, in her

desire to address Cebu's, espe-
cially Metro Cebu's, garbage crisis,
is proposing the construction of
a waste-to-energy plant. Chinese
company New Sky Environment
is offering to put up an incinera-

' tor that will not only make Cebu’s

garbage literally go up in smoke
but generate electricity as well!

Burning the garbage definitely
looks like the convenient way out
for Metro Cebu. Existing landfills
either cannot accommodate all the
garbage or are being shut down due
to violations. In the longer term, as
Metro Cebu gets more and more
congested, finding available land or
space for future landfills sounds like
a mission impossible.

Burning garbage, we know, has
its problems too. The main one is
called dioxin. Dioxin is one of the
most toxic chemicals known. It is
an inevitable byproduct of burning
garbage. Filters and scrubbers are
used to capture dioxins so that they
won't escape into the air. Unfortu-
nately, even the highest standards of
emission controls are no guarantee
that dioxins won't make it to the
surrounding environment. In Den-
mark where garbage has been incin-
erated for decades, an incineration
plant was recently found to have
been exceeding dioxin emission
limits for years. Even after corrective
measures were implemented the
levels were still too high.

Because of the extreme toxic-
ity of dioxins, they must be sealed
before being disposed in landfills,
Chinese researchers Zhenwu Tang,
Qifei Huang and Yufei Yang in a
scientific article entitled “PCDD/
Fs (dioxins and furans) in fly ash
from waste incineration in China: A

RESURGENCE

MARIT
4 STINUS-
@ CABUGON

need for effective risk management”
(May 2013) pointed out that dioxin-
containing fly ash from incineration
constitutes a great environmental
risk, whether disposed of in hazard-
ous waste landfills or in ordinary
municipal solid waste landfills,
Dioxins are likely to eventually leach
into the surrounding environment
and contaminate soil, ground water
and nearby water bodies.

To summarize: dioxins, formed
during the burning of garbage and
industrial processes, find their way
into the environment through
smoke stack emissions where air
pollution control devices fail to cap-
ture them, and in solid form when
they leach into the surroundings
from the landfills where dioxin-con-
taining fly ash has been disposed.

Last year, the European Food Safety
Authority set a new Tolerable Weekly
Intake for dioxins and dioxin-like
chemicals seven times lower than the
existing one. Now the TW1 s two pico-
grams per kilogram of body weight. A
picogram is one trillionth of a gram.

Dioxins pose a real risk to the
health and are linked to reproductive
and development problems, among
others. “The developing fetus is most
sensitive to dioxin exposure,” warns
the World Health Organization. Di-
oxins are absorbed by fat tissue and
accumulate in the food chain. They
find their way to our bodies through }
fish, shellfish, meat, eggs and milk
that are among the food that have
been found to contain higher levels

> ResurgenceA6




Tesied Sisca WY

The Ranila Thmmes

\% STRATEGIC
& COMMUNICATION
——— [ NITIATIVES
w SERVICE

e

PR 18] L 1 1 1
UPPER PAGE 1 BANNER EDITORIAL CARTOON
Iz’ STORY STORY
PAGE LOWER

TITLE:

PAGE 1/

f7

of dioxin in contaminated environments
(fields and water bodies). Are we capable
of controlling, monitoringand managing
emissions and fly ash? Do we have the
expertise and tools to conduct regular tests
of soil and water to ensure the safety of
incinerator host communities, the general
public, and consumers?

From a political perspective, going
down the waste-to-energy - incinerator -
path is a sad surrender: 18 years with the
Ecological Solid Waste Management Act
and waste minimization and segregation
are like towns in Siberia. We continue to
generate so much unnecessary garbage -
in Cebu, plastic bags are still being used in
most stores. Paper bags that replace plastic
bags are often unnecessary and good for
one use only. Fast-food restaurants auto-

matically add plastic utensils for take-out
and delivery orders when the customer
may not even need them. Every place has
its own peculiar segregation system the
inevitable result being both faulty segrega-
tion and failure of the garbage-generating
public to learn to'do it right.

The choice is not limited to land-
filling and incineration. There are
“hundreds of communities worldwide
which are getting 80 percent diversion
from landfills without using incinera-
tion,” according to anti-incineration
activist Paul Connett. The “figure of 80
percent is highly significant because
an incinerator only gets 75 percent
diversion from landfill (while) 25
percent is left as ash -- which has to go
to a landfill.” These communities have

shown “that they have been able to
get 80 percent reduction, without the
capital costs and pollution of building
an incinerator, and without having to
build an ash landfill (...) Incineration
is neither a solution at the local or
global level -- Northern Europe has
finally realized this and is not encour-
aging incineration anymore.”

The biggest lure of incineration is that
we wouldn't have to change the way we
act and think. Taking responsibility for
our trash is complicated and inconvenient.
However, taking responsibility for our
trash is also taking responsibility for our
finite resources. There is more to gain from
waste minimization, reuse and recycling
than from incineration, for our health, the
environment and the economy.
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* DLSU, Crabifier and BioMon Dr.

Adelaida T. Calpe lmmmn

Crablf ier app to helpﬂldentlfy mangrbve ra
bt AP RCRLE }_1 51
g .RABIFIER a mubile app that 1dentifes. Asian Fisheries Develnpment Centermprrts Dr.
mangrove crab species at the juvenile  Ma. Rowena Eqguia, Ann Fr%nees:a.lsagu{]a and ..
Stagé was recently launched. Thtsmobile.= ~ Courtney Anne Ngo. The launch, which was held ~ *
applicatlnnWasdevelopedhytheTechnoIogIesfor at thefMuItlpurpose Hall, Brg.,Andrev;s.Gonzales,
‘Biodiversity Use and Conservation (TechBiodive) - FCS, Hall, DLSU in July alsulapm:hed another app,
Unit of the De La Salle University (DLSU). ~ Biodiversityand Threats Man}tormg MmﬂoMnn
It is an output of the. mangrove cab project, . BioMon is an- 0pen-source 4mclhileralm for
 “Integrating Genomics with Image Analysis and - munitoring biodiversity andlegordinggpqugler
Geogj'aph!c Information System Technology for  data of terrestrial biudlversity The data may be
Improygd Rearing of Mudcrabs," funded by the Phil-  immediatelydownloadedto &Jmputefs. bypassing
ippine Counil for Agriculture, Aquatic and Natural the tedious process of encoq[pg data,ipgqyenting
ResourcesResearchand Developmentofthe Depart- data pile-up and encouraglgg lmmegige use of
“ment of Science and Technoiogy (DOST-PCAARRD). the data, especially for po icy. The. Mygmation
,,C:abiﬂensannpen -aCCess moblleappl[catlon - maybestored, shared, and anplyzed pd&w maps
for sorting the fast-gmwlngymarket-preferred ~forbiodiversity dlstrihutiun,&vpluateprgats,qnd
"klng crab” and two other species uf rnangrove ] estahlish relevant spatial and tempoqlr?gthgls

qabs at the juvenlle stages. i 3 BioMon willallowlocalcgpmuniﬁggqgﬁively
3 ]talmsto helpfarmers maximize productionin mnnitqrtheirnwn key hiudiyersityareas,asvgeilas
far;ni,,redpce postharvest Ic losses of juvenlles and  obtain, anduse crowdsource fata. Thgtqun;g!ogy

potentlaliylncreaseincomebyclasﬂfymgthe price was developed througlg a rtnersn Meen
of the mangrove juvenile gahs caught from the the Terre,str[al Ecology an Cllmate Bgﬂle;ce
wlld l;hls would hejpthe mangmve;rabl;ldustry, b lab; orTECﬁesiIience, headgd by Dr.j?]l A‘!%rin
espedajlythat&ﬂpercentto}ﬁpercentsﬂfldepend Mallari of DLSU and the Cer;ter for Cimgervat on
on' wt!d caught]uveniles fmrn mangroves. Innnvatlun Phinc. b

The mobile app was deyeloped by |ntegratlng A Representing DOST—PCAARRDH! ng’ the
data from DNA markers, data with image analysis Iaun(h were Inland Aquatig‘ Resources search
and'nfo IIe computing thmugh partners pwfth Dlvlswns Offeer in Char eEngr uardé V.

. P

the ctical'GenomIrs ijll.;.f B ik i
| " antsgnanand SP ‘

- elledonffD 'li‘ihev
team that developed the app IncludesSnutheast




STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATION
anm-ﬂ—- INITIATIVES

W SERVICE

TTLE:

Tesied Saca 4

e Hanila Thmes

UPPER

PAGE LOWER

PAGE 1
STORY

BANNER
STORY

EDITORIAL CARTOON

112 AUG 7019

PAGE 1/

DATE

Govt agendies visit Tagamto Mlmng

GOVERNMENT agencies ac-
countable for monitoring re-
sponsible mining in the Philip-

pines visit Taganito Mining Corp. .

(TMC) for a pilot project of the
national government referred to
as “Minerals Accounting”.

The objective of the said proj-
ect is to do an accounting of the
country’s minerals resources in
order for the government to dxaft
a roadmap that will effectively
define the economic characteristics
of the mining industry and other
related industries.

TMC, a subsidiary of Nickel Asia
Corp. (NAC), with mining opera-
tions in Claver, Surigao del Norte,
is the first company the group is

engaging for relevant data for this

important economic project,
The delegation, headed by the

 Philippine Statistics Agency (PSA),
attended a detailed tour of the .

TMC mine site as well as the plant
site of THPAL, a minerals process-
ing plant in Taganito.

The delegation also had rep-
resentatives from the National

Economic Development Au-
thority (NEDA), the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources
(DENR), and the Environment
Management Bureau (EMB).
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By ;nainnalneA.-radé&n-aeéém e

INCREASING the state’s share in rining revenues
is one of the tax reforms targeted by the gOverhment
for elfactment in the next two years, even as President
Rodrigo R. Duterte did not mention it in his July 22
State of the Nation Address (SoNA), but itwill takea
back seat to the other measures, a senior official of the
Department of Finance (DoF) said last weekend.
President Rodrigo R. Duterte, in his fourth SoNA
last July 22, asked Congress to approve the remaining
tax reform packages, starting with the proposal to
reduce the corporate income tax rate to 20% by'2029
from 30% currently and rationalize fiscal incentives
by making them more time-bound and performance-
based. He also cited proposals to increase excise
tax rates for alcohol products and e-cigarettes, cen-
gzl:allze real property valuation and assessment, and
flmplify the tax structure for financial invest;nent
instruments., ' bt
Fin.aizce Assistant Seeretary Antonio J oselito G
Lambino II said in amobile phone message on Sundag;
that the measure that will reform the fiscal regime of
the m.ming industry is “still part of the comprehensive
tax reform program and we will pursue it after the

others are enacted.” ;

At the same time, “[wle are prioritizing presi
At g 5 ) g presiden-
tial directives from the SoNA,” Mr. Lambino said.
; A3 Mining tax reform, SI1/2

The proposed tax reform for
mineral products nearly made
it out of the 17" Congress that
ended in June, as the Senate ad-
opted House Bill No. 8400 with
minor amendments. The said bill
reduced the royalty on large-scale
mining within mineral reserves
to three percent of gross output
from five percent currently and
introduced a 1-5% margin-based
royalty on those outside mineral

_Teserves.

Senate President Vicente C
Sotto I1I and Majority Leader
Juan Miguel F. Zubiri have each
filed bills increasing the govern-
ment’s revenue share from min-
eral products; while three bills
have already been filed in the
House of Representatives.

If enacted, this will be levied
on top of other taxes, such as the
corporate income tax; excise tax
which Republic Act No. 10963
doubled to four percent, royalty
to indigenous people and local
business tax, among others.

The government has so far en-
acted RA 10963, which slashed
personal income tax and in-
creased or added levies on sev-
eral gbods and services; RA 11213,
which offers estate tax amnesty
and amnesty for delinquent ac-
counts that remained unpaid even
after being given final assessment;
and RA 11346, which will gradu-
ally increase excise tax on tobacco

iproducts to P60 per pack by 2023
from the current P35. .

Finance Secretary Carlos AR

Dominguez 11 had earlier gaid”’

that tax measures should be lap#";'-

proved by Congress within 15-18
months, which Senator PiaS. Cay-
etano, ways and means commiftee
chairperson, had said is a “reason-
able time to study and vote on the
four priority measures.”

Her counterpart, Albay gpd
District Rep. Jose Ma. Clemente
S. Salceda, for his part, plans to
apply Rule 48, which will allow
the House ways and means com-
mittee to immediately submit
for plenary action a measure that

| gecured thitd:reading approvalin

the preceding Congress.
. Moody’s Investors Seryice, in
| the annual credit analysis on the

Philippines that it e-mailed to
journalists on Friday last week,
gave a “moderate(+)” score on
“the government’s demonstrated
ability to pursue its economic and
fiscal reform agenda in the face
of increasing political noise” and
the country’s “longer trackrecord
of sustaining improvements in its
fiscal profile than its peers.”

At the same time, while “[t]he
strong pro-administration ma-

jority in both houses of the legis- -

lature enhances the prospects for
further reform... the government
has a comparatively short win-
dow of about two years to pursue
its legislative agenda,” Moody’s
said.

“We expect campaigning to de-
tract attention away from reform
in the year prior to the next gen-
eral election scheduled for 2022

The mining industry has
striggled under a trying policy
environment since Executive
Order No. 79 in 2012 imposed a
moratorium on permits for new
projects until enactment of anew
law that would give the govern-

" ment a bigger share in industry
revenues.

Rut Fraser Institute’s Survey of
Mining Companies 2018 released
at the end of February showed
that while the Philippines has
stayed at the bottom fifth of min-
ing territories in terms of invest-
ment attractiveness, it has been
improving in rank in terms of

mineral potential.

" Mineés and GepScienCEs Bu-

_reau (MGB) data as of May 30

* showed metallic mineral produc-

* tion ih the Philippines growing in
value by 11.57% to P27.466 billion
in the first quarter from P24.618
billion a year ago.

Mining contributed about
0.66% to gross domestic product
in this year’s first three months,
roughly steady since atileast
2016.

Taxes, fees and royalties from
the industry have been on a
steady decline from P35.494 bil-
lion in 2016 to P25.691 billion in'
2017 and to P11.758 billion last
year. Levies totaled some P268.8,
million in the first quarter, MGB,
Hkashowed. 00 PR
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'Black sand mlmng

in Cagayan exposed

APARRI, Cagayan: The
Cagayan Province provincial
board approved a resolu-
tion appealing to President
Rodrigo Duterte to suspend
dredging at the mouth of
the Cagayan River.

Mila Lauigan, Cagayan
Provincial Board member,
said an engineer from the
Department of Public Works
and Highways Central Of-
fice informed them that the
activities were actually black
sand mining and not river
dredging, as earlier reported.

The company, which was
reportedly dredging the river,
is allegedly earning about $50
million a month on the illegal
black sand mining.

“This has to be investigated
that is why we are appealing
to the President to immedi-
ately suspend the dredging
operation and inquire whether
the company has complied
with all the requirements
before it proceeded with its
operation,” Lauigan said.

The Aparri dredging proj-
ect is under a memorandum
of agreement between the
provincial government of
Cagayan and Pacific Offshore
Exploration Inc.

“In the dredging operation
in Aparri, the contractor only
extracted black sand and
leaves waste (non-mineral
sand) material back into the
river,” Laulgan continued.

— e

Earlier, Cagayan Gov. Manuel
Mamba denied any illegal black
sand mining in the Cagayan
River, particularly at the mouth
of the Cagayan River.

Mamba said the river
was being dredged for the
reopening the Port of Aparri,
which would improve eco-
nomic and trade relations
between Cagayan province
and China, and other neigh-
boring Asian countries.

“Once we have rehabilitat-
ed and reopened the Port of
Aparri, our relationship and
connections with China and
then countries in this north-
ern part of the country will
improve,” Mamba said.

In 2018, Mamba, as chairman
of the Regional Development
Council-Infrastructure Develop-
ment Committee, approved a
resolution on the reopening of
the Port of Aparri.

“pparri Port is recognized
as a catalyst in unlocking the
region’s potential as a major
transshipment facility, thereby
realizing the region’s develop-
ment potential as an agro-
industrial and tourism hub,”
the resolution read.

Mamba said the port would
take in agricultural products
and other goods to comple-
ment other Northern Luzon
ports in Claveria town in
Cagayan and Currimao town
in llocos Norte.

LEANDER C. DOMINGO
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Aboitiz Group trains La Trmldad LGU and MSMEs on busmess contmulty

RECOGNIZING Benguet's vul-
nerability to disasters, the local
government of the provincial
capital La Trinidad partnered with

the Aboitiz Group to prbmofté )

self-reliance among cooperatives
operating in the municipality. [
The Aboitiz Group, throug
its units Aboitiz Foundanoné&
WeatherPhilippines Foundat;on,
Aboitiz Eqmty Ventures - Risk

and Security, and Hedcor Ben-
guet, as well as the Mines and

Geosciences Bureau conducted
a series of disaster resilience-
related training workshops for
five cooperatives in La Trinidad,
Benguet: Thanksgiving Multi-
purpose Cooperative, Barangay
Alapang Multipurpose Coopera-
tive, Lamut Multipurpose Coop-
erative, and Shilan.

- This training coincided with
the International Day of Coopera-
tives 2019 (Coops Day) on July 6.
Coops Day celebrates increased

awareness of cooperatives, under-
scoring the contributions of the co-
operative movement in resolving
major problems identified by the

United Nations. It also strengthens
partnerships between the interna-
tional cooperative movement and
the other groups.
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The mayor’s curriculum

tis fun and exciting watching the newly

elected mayors perform their jobs from

day to day, as reported in the mass and

social media. But there has to be a sys-
tem to mayor-watching. In May 2022, citi-
Zens are expected to review: the perfor-
mance of this current crop of mayors who
would be seeking re-election. There will be
much ignorance and confusion as to the
substance and perception of these mayors’
accomplishments. How should citizens
evaluate their mayors?

For over a decade, the Department of
the Interior and Local Government
(DILG) has implemented the Local Gover-
nance Performance Management System
(LGPMS). The LGPMS is a system for
self-assessment of the performance of
local governments (provinces, cities
and municipalities) in the management,
development and delivery of essential
public services,

How does it work? The LGPMS mea-
sures two clusters—the state of local gov-
ernance performance (how well the local
government unit [LGU] generates and
manages inputs and outputs) and the state
of local development (how well the LGU
produces outcomes or impacts for the
target constituency). -
</ There are five areas under “gover-
nance” performance: administrative gov-
ernance, social governance, economic gov-
ernance, environmental governance and
valuing fundamentals of good governance.

The “development” performance areas
are social development (state of health and

nutrition, of education, of housing and ba- -

sic utilities, and of peace and order condi-
tions), economic development (state of in-
come and of employment) and environ-
mental development (state of agricultural
ecosystem, of forest ecosystem, of coastal
marine ecosystem, of freshwater ecosys-
tem and of urban ecosystem).

ON THE MOVE

SEGUNDO ECLAR ROMERO

Detailed templates are provided by the
DILG to the LGUs for use in generating the
required data. Assessment in service areas
adds up to assessments in performance
areas. A grade of 5.0 is the highest score
and 1.0 is the lowest. The data are uploaded
to a web-based information system which
is primarily used for identifying areas for
improvement as well as giving the seal of
good housekeeping and other perfor-
mance awards to LGUs.

What are the results? There are results
for all LGUs in all the dimensions, but just
to illustrate, the self-assessment of the
cities in Metro Manila for the year 2011
shows that as far as “valuing fundamen-
tals of governance” the Manila LGU grad-
ed itself 5.0 in transparency, 4.6 in finan-
cial accountability and 4.3 in participa-
tion. The Pasig City LGU, on the other
hand, graded itself 5.0 in transparency,
4.8 in financial accountability and 4.3 in
participation. The Caloocan, Mandaluy-
ong, San Juan and Valenzuela LGUs,
meantime, reported attaining 5.0 in all
three dimensions.

LGPMS is a remarkably sophisticated
system of performance management. The
Inain problem is thatithas practically been

o

withheld by the DILG and the local govern-
ments from their constituents. The LGPMS
is supposed to have transitioned from
mere performance measurement to per-
formance management. Yet these self-
assessment scores are not validated by the
people in whose name and for whose ap-
preciation they were generated. There
have been four local elections since these
reports have been generated for all
provinces, cities and municipalities, but
they have not at all been systematically
introduced as critical inputs into the
electoral process.

These self-assessments should be
made available to the public now so that by
the next elections, voters will not judge
candidates on the basis of their personal
characteristics, but on their performance
on the job.

As to mayors who find themselves in
the position of local chief executives, per-
haps many of them do not realize this
LGPMS constitutes the “mayor’s curricu-
lum”—the subjects that they should have
systematically schooled themselves in be-
fore they became mayors.

Itis not too late. All the swashbuckling,
media-grabbing action on the streets
many mayors engage in that tickle the
public must eventually find discipline
and meaning within the framework of the
local governance performance manage-
ment system.

The LGPMS is a critical social innova-
tion that is waiting to be: fully em-
braced—together—by both local chief
executives and their constituents. Voter-
education oriented citizen groups must
now begin extracting and analyzing the
LGPMS data from the DILG in time for the
May 2022 elections.

Please send comments to doyromero-
(@gmail.com
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Law enforcers must not be above the law'

RAFT, no matter how petty,

is still graft that should not
be sanctioned. Law enforcers
making money from illegal ac-
tivities like video karera must be
penalized, not condoned.

It is quite disturbing to hear
President Duterte say that it was
all right for policemen to accept
gifts, even in amounts that are
not allowed by law, as long as
they were given out of “generos-
ity” or “gratitude.”

Equally troubling was his
statement that there was nothing
wrong with policemen getting
involved in video karera (horse
racing video machine games)
although he cautioned them to
temper their greed.

In the same breath, the Presi-
dent called on the police to pro-
tect their integrity and maintain a
good public image so they could
become effective law enforcers.

He also said he did not mind
if police officials were to go into
private business to improve their
lives, as long as they are not into
illegal activities. Video karera is
a form of illegal gambling that
law enforcers must get rid of,
and not get involved in.

While Section 14 of the Anti-
Graft and Corrupt Practices Act
(Republic Act 3019) provides for
exemptions, it qualifies that what
the law does not cover are “unso-
licited gifts or presents of small
or insignificant value offered or

given as a mere ordinary token of
gratitude or friendship according
to local customs or usage.”

It is clear that "generous” gifts
do not fall under the exemption.

When the President spoke last
Friday during the celebration of
the Philippine National Police’s
118th service anniversary at Camp
Crame, he was probably trying
to court the support of the law
enforcers, However, his contradic-
tory statements are sending mixed
messages that are confusing,

He seems to have forgotten
that he signed in January 2018
Joint Resolution No. 1 that nearly
doubled the base pay of the po-
lice and the military.

The joint resolution approved
by the Senate and the House
of Representatives covered all
military personnel under the
Department of National Defense
(DND), and all uniformed per-
sonnel under the Department of
the Interior and Local Govern-
ment (DILG), the Philippine
Coast Guard (PCG), and the
National Mapping and Resource

Information Authority (N amria).//

It is comforting to hear the
PNP leadership say that the

police organization is not keen
to allow law enforcers to engage
in video karera operations or ac-
cept gifts from the public, even if
President Duterte appears to have
given them the go-ahead.

The police force will instead
continue to enforce the law,
which prohibits illegal gambling
activities such as video karera,
or horse racing video machine
games, PNP spokesman Bernard
Banac said on Saturday.

Any form of illegal gambling,
Banac said, was unacceptable, cit-
ing a conflict of interest situation
if policemen who are supposed
to enforce the law against illegal
gambling would themselves be
involved in its operations.

Under existing laws and civil ser-
vice rules, it is prohibited to receive,
directly or indirectly, any gift, pres-
ent or any other form of benefit in
the course of official duties.

RA 3019 said the prohibited
acts should not be interpreted
against the practice of any pro-
fession, business, or occupation
by any public officer or private
person for as long as these are
legitimately practiced.

Although RA 3019 was enacted
in 1960 yet, its provisions remain
relevant and enforceable,

President Duterte also needs
to be reminded of Presidential
Decree 46 issued by the late
President Marcos two months
after he declared martial law in

September 1972. It provided for
a penalty of one to five years’
imprisonment, plus perpetual
disqualification from public
office, for “any.public official
or employee, whether of the
national or local governments,
to receive, directly or indirectly,
and for private persons to give,
or offer to give, any gift, present
or other valuable thing to any
occasion, including Christmas,
when such gift, present or other
valuable thing is given by reason
of his official position, regard-
less of whether or not the same
is for past favor or favors or the
giver hopes or expects to receive
a favor or better treatment in the
future from the public official or
employee concerned in the dis-
charge of his official functions.”

Included in the prohibition is the
throwing of parties or entertainment
in honor of officials or employees or
their immediate relatives.

The law remains in effect. In fact,
it is one of several anti-graft legisla-
tion posted on the website of the
Department of Justice (DOJ).

For law enforcers to be effective
and respected, they must be more
diligent about abiding by the law
than the citizenry that they are
sworn to protect. Law enforcers
engaged or involved in illegal ac-
tivities must suffer higher penalties
than ordinary offenders.

Law enforcers must be firm, fair and
consistent in implementing the law
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For Guimaras, sea tragedv

CRI TR 3

ore than a decade after
experiencing the country’s
. worst oil spill disaster; there
is again suffering in the
island provmce of Guimaras after the Au-
gust 3 sea tragedy that killed 31 people.

“This is worse than the August
2006 oil spill. The oil spill was an en-
vironmental disaster that did not take
away a human life. This is a human
tragedy,” said Guimaras Gov. Samuel
Gumarin, referring to the capsizing of
three pumpboats in waters between
Tloilo City and Guimaras.

Gumarin told Manila Bulletin the
people of Guimaras never thought that
the province’s two major disasters can
both happen in August

Sunday marked the 13th year after

‘the oil tanker M/T Solar 1 sank off Nue-

va Valencia town in southern Guimaras.
The spillage of 2 million liters of bunker
fuel is still considered the biggest oil
spill disaster in the country.

But aside from the loss of lives,
the August 3 disaster “is now hurting
our economy and our everyday lives,”
Gumarin said.

The Philippine Coast Guard has indefi-
nitely suspended the 15-minute boat trips
between the island province and Iloilo City.
Only ferries and roll-on, roll-off (RoRo)
ships are allowed to sail and carry pas-
sengers and goods The fare, however, is
more expenswe and trips are limited.

- Guimaras is highly dependent on

Ilonlo City for its food supply, employ-

ment and health care.

RERSESS

e

wo'rsgthan 2006 oil spill

“We are slowly being isolated. We
source out 80 percent of ours needs
from Iloilo and our people work in
Tloilo,” Gumarin said.

Guimaras is also antxclpatmg a
backlash on its tourism industry, which
is one of the economic drivers of the is-
land province with only five towns. It has
pristine beaches that have been pushed
as alternative to the popular Boracay
Island as a beach destination, especially
among travelers coming to Iloilo.

There are also inland resorts while -

its long winding roads have attracted
bikers during the weekend.

“We need help to get back to nor-
mal,” Gumarin said.
. Heurged national government agen-
cies to talk with local officials and stake-
holders to find long-term solutions.
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‘Most expensive
Cresort'gets
DOT nod

Y @akosistellaBM
Special to the BUSINESSMIRROR

‘ ANWA Private Island,
dubbed .the “most expen-
sive resort in the world,”

finally secured the much-coveted

accreditation from the Department
of Tourism (DOT).

DOT Assistant Secretary for
Tourism Regulation, Coordination
and Resource Generation Ma. Rica
C. Bueno told the BUSINESSMIR-
ROR, “DOT Region 4B [Mimaropal
issued a regular accreditation.to
Banwa.” An inspection team from
the DOT, Department of the Inte-
rior and Local Government, and

 Department of Bnvironment and

PAGE 1/ DATE
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IPCC: Humans lead in
‘Earth’s deforestation

THE Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change (IPCC) has
revealed that human activities
are the leading factors in massive
deforestation as majority of the
more than 7 billion people wipe
outanimals and plants at a stag-
gering rate, thus speeding up the
climate breakdown.

In'its Special Report on Climate

| Change and Land, the body said

majority of human activities de-
stroy the environment and don't
help at all in improving soil health
and resiliency, as well as being able
to drawdown carbon.

“The way we treat land can
either help or harm the climate.
Right now humans are driving
deforestation,” the report said.

Other findings contained in the
reportare: to achieve climate goals
and reduce emissions as much
as 45 percent by 2030, the world
needs to improve our land man-
agement and agricultural practices;
there are ‘many opportunities to

improve land and forest manage-

ment that will help us adapt to and
limit the effects of climate change;
the people should work to elimi-
nate food waste, eating a balanced
diet thereby reducing emissions
from our food system; halting
deforestatlon and restoring dam-
aged ecosystems will be crucial
for improving climate resiliency
of our ecosystems, and changing
from an emissions source to a sink.

"If we don't rapidly change
course, we won't be able to de-
liver the Paris Agreement or the

. Sustainable Development Goals,”

the IPCC pointed out.

The body said without near-term
action, the ability of land to help
mitigate climate change would be
lost as it suffers under a changing
climate and from growing demands
(e.g., growing population, food
security and bioenergy).

“There is no single ‘silver bul-
let’ solution to the climate crisis.
Changing our relationship with
the land is a vital part of limiting
climate change," it said.
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Appomtment of rgtn:ed
generals backed

Iylhnnoallordey

Amamber of the House of Representatives sees
nothing wrong with appointing retired generals
as members of the Cabinet especially graduates
of the Philippine Military Acadery.

Cebu Rep. Eduardo Gullas has expressed
support for Premdent Duterte's penchance to name
retired uniformed personnel to high government
posts as they are already considered civilians:

“Frankly, we find it absurd for critics to even
suggest that the President has been ‘militarizing
government’ or ‘undermining civilian supremacy
over the milltary’ with his selection of a number
of retired generals to head certain executive
departments,” Gu]]m said.

If we look at America, West Point
alumni now serve in various
capacities both in government and in
the private sector.

"Tmbegm with, these retired generals are

already civilians — just like everybody else — ha\nng
been discharged from active military service,”
Gullas pointed out,

The lawmaker, who was a former member of
the Gomnusmon on Appointments, has compared
this to the American setrup where alumni of US

Milh‘.aryAcademy, also serve in their government.

"IfwelookatAmenca,MPoim alumni now
serveinvanouscapamlmbothmgovenunentmi
mﬂm;rivateseaormem, mostly as administrators,”
Gullas said, referring to the US Military Academy.

“West Point graduates have been performing

high purely civilian functions as chief executive

officers of some of the largest corporations
in America and as presidents of American
umverslﬁas,” Gullas added.

Reoemly ‘Mr. Duterte has appointed retired
Major General Emmanuel ‘Salamat, former chief

of the Armed Forces Northern Luzon Command, ‘

to be part of the Metropolitan Waterworks and
Sewerage System governing board. ;

“Clearly, the President believes that there.

are instances wherein he needs the help of an
executive with a deep mllitarybackgmm\dm get
the job done,” Gullas said.

“What t.he President is doing — hame&iru the
services of highly qualified and disciplined men

- with extensive military training — is not.hmg new,

Gullas added.

The House member emphasized it is not only

Duterte who has appointed ex-military men in.

the high government positions saying other
post-EDSA People Power Revolution presidents
have also designated some.
- Mr. Duterte previously blasted Senator Richard
Gordon for airing his concern on the high number of
retired military officials who were appointed to office.
' But the Senator believed that someone made
his comment exaggerated which triggered the
- President to run tirades against him.
Senate President Vicente Sotto IIT has opposed
. Gordon's view and affirmed Mr. Duterte's stand
on putting former military officers in key posts
saying these men are already considered civilians.
Critics of the administration have been

 questioning the President’s preference for former -

members of the military,

So far, he has appointed key ofﬂcia.ls w1th
military background namely Interior ‘Secretary
Eduardo Afo, Defense Secretary Delfin Iorenmm!,
Presidential Adv:ser on the Peace Process Carlito
Galvez Jr., Information and Communications

Technology Secretary Gringo Honasan, National

' Security Adviser Hermogenes Esperon Jr., Housing

and Urban Development Coordinating Council

of the Philippines Chair Eduardo del Rosario,

«./Enwmnment Secretary Roy Cimatu, Sodal%lfare
Secretary Rolando Bautista and MMDA Chair
Danilo Lim.




TITLE

M
e [NITIATIVES
e SERVICE

——

STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATION

o
UPPER PAGE 1 BANNER  EDITORIAL CARTOON
{l STORY STORY

PAGE LOWER

12 AUG 2019

DATE




