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DENR bans mercury

~in small-

By LOUISE MAUREEN SIMEON

The Philippines will soon
eliminate the use of the highly
toxic mercury in artisanal
and small-scale gold mining
(ASGM) in a bid to promote
a more sustainable way of
extracting minerals. '

The Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources
(DENR) has embarked on a
five-year project funded by the
Global Environment Facility
(GEF) to promote legislation
that will legalize and support
ASGM while encouraging
miners to extract gold using

- tives to mercury.

environment friendly alterna-
Analiza Teh said the GEF-Global
Opportunities for LongTerm
Development projectisaway to
help small-scale miners who are
willing to abide by government
policies on responsible mining
practices. :
“This is expected to help
the Philippines contribute to
the elimination of mercury in
ASGM through a supply chain
approach from miners to refin-
ers. We hope that small-scale
miners will see mercury-free
gold mining as viable,” she said.
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Aside from the Philippines,

~ the GEF-GOLD project is also
- being implemented in Peru,

Colombia, Guyana, Indone-
sia, Kenya, Burkina Faso and
Mongolia. _

In the Philippines, the proj-
ect sites are the towns of Maco
in Compostela Valley, T"boli in
South Cotabato and Rosario in
Agusan del Sur.

' The components of the proj-

_ ectinclude a review of policies

and legal frameworks support-
ing the ASGM sector, intro-
duction of financing schemes
allowing miners to invest in
sustainable mercury-free tech-

nologies, upscaling of these

technologies, dissemination
of information to ensure rep-

lication, and monitoring and
evaluation. :
Aside from promoting mer-
cury-free gold mining, the GEF-
GOLD project also aims to
address issues involving ASGM
such as working conditions,
child labor and gender gap-
The project is also one of the
strategies as the Philippines

aims to be mercury-free under

the Minamata Convention on
Mercury, which is yet to be
ratified by the Senate.

s

Mercury or “quicksilver”

is widely used in ASGM as a_

e to extract gold that
agh R ' establishment and declaration.

ixed with soil and other
sediments in ores. '

This exposes miners to the
metal, which is known for its
toxicity that could affect the
nervous, immune and diges-
tive systems.

Data from the Mines and
Geosciences Bureau showed
there are a total of 38 small-
scale mining sites in the
CARAGA region, while 78
exist in the Cordilleras.

Small-scale mining is pro-
tected and regulated under the
People’s Small-Scale Mining

Act as well as Executive Or-

der 79, which provides for the

L

_of Minahang Bayan.

Apart from ASGM, mercury
has also been detected in some
fuels, recycled metals, and con-
sumer products like whitening
cosmetics, batteries and dental
fillers.

Earlier this year, an as-
sessment on environmental
impacts of mercury identi-
fied four sites with confirmed
mercury contamination, and
11 others suspected with the
presence of the metal, includ-
ing Manila Bay.
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Mercury-free mining extraction pushe

Responsible mining. Artisanal and small-scale gold miners are being encouraged
to switch to environment and health-friendly alternatives in extracting gold.

MERCURY

in ores despite of its toxic-
ity which can affect the
nervous,immune and diges-
tive systems of miners.

The GEF-GOLD project
is also being implemented
in Peru, Colombia, Guyana,
Indonesia, Kenya, Burkina
Faso and Mongolia.

Project sites where GEF-
GOLD is being implemented
are the towns of Maco in
Compostela Valley, T°boli in
South Cotabato and Rosario
in Agusan del Sur,

The company filed a case before
the Supreme Court to overturn
a decision made by the National
Telecommunications Commission
selection committee.

To date, the government has yet to
award the frequency and license to the
provisional new major player, Mislatel,
a consortium of Udenna Corp. and
China Telecom Inc., due to congres-
sional issues on Mislatel’s franchise.

Despite failing to get the third
telco slot, PT&T is focused on
transforming itself into a digital
service provider offering a wide

BY JED MACAPAGAL

THE Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR) is
readying the ban of the use of
mercury in small-scale mining.

A five-year project funded by
the Global Environment Facility
(GEF) launched in the Philippines
last month would legalize and sup-
port artisanal and small-scale gold
mining (ASGM) where miners will
extract gold using environment
friendly alternatives to metcury.

The DENR said the project
includes a review of policies and
legal frameworks supporting the
ASGM sector; introduction of

to invest in sustainable mercury-
free technologies; dissemination of
information to ensure replication;
and monitoring and evaluation.

Analiza Rebuelta Teh, DENR
undersecretary, said the GEF-Glo-
bal Opportunities for Long-Term
Development (GEF-GOLD), will
help small-scale miners embrace
responsible mining practices.

“We hope small-scale miners
will see mercury-free gold mining
as viable,” Teh said.

The DENR said mercury is cur-
rently used in the ASGM industry as
a magnet to extract gold thatis mixed
with soil and other sediments

DISQUALIFIED

range of telecommunications and
information technology setvices.

The company said it will foray
into cybersecutity, smart cities and
Internet of Things in the future, and
will be ready when mobile for 5G
comes to the countty.

Under the MOU, the companies
will construct WiFi networks utiliz-
ing PT&T’ 100 percent fiber neces-
sary for rendering emergency and
information services, digital TV and
satellite network services, and digital
and internet services for smart cities.

PT&T owns and operates a 100  application software.

financing schemes allowing miners

Se; MERCURY > Page A2

percent fiber internet network in

- Calabarzon that extends all the way

to greater Metropolitan Manila, Ba-
tangas and Pampanga. Prior to the
government-mandated setvice area
scheme, PT&T operated nationwide
for more than 50 years.

The signing of the business
agreement was held in Beijing dur-
.ing the recent visit of President
Duterte. ;

CITIC is known in China as a
leading system integration and IT
services provider. It also develops
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~ DENR defends actions
on West Phl Sea protection
By LOUISE MAUREEN SIMEON Environment Segletary Roy  In issuing the writ, the SC
; : Cimatu is among the respon- anted the petiti 4

FollowingtheSupremeCourt  dents nthe casc, aiong with Ag- oA Bor o e Plipines
(SC) decision granting the issu- riculture Secretary Emmanuel and fishermen from Zambales
ance of the Writ of Kalikasan for Pifiol and Bureau of Fisheries and Palawan last month.
the West Philippine Sea, the De- and Aquatic Resources director The court said the writ

partment of Environment and
Natural Resources maintained
that the move may be a mix-up
of political and environmental
issues on the disputed body of
water.

Environment Undersecre-
tary Benny Antiporda said the
DENR has been doing its part
to protect the marine resources
in the highly controversial West
Philippine Sea.

“That Writ of Kalikasan may
have been a mix-up on the is-
sue of political sovereignty and
the issue on the environment,
which in fact, we have been do-
ing our part,” Antiporda told
The STAR.

“T don’t think that it is fair
for them to say that we are not,
protecting it. They Egeﬁﬁonexs)
should have done their assign-
ments before coming up with
such a case because we are do-
ing our job,” he added. .

Antiporda said the DENR
would finance anew an expedi-
tion by marine scientists from
the University of the Philip-
pines to further study marine
resources in the area.

“We should putitin the right
context so as not to confuse the
public. The political issue is 2
DFA (Department of Foreign
Affairs) matter and needs a
diplomatic approach,” he said.

“We have to separate that
from the environmental issue
and then harmonize all the
information that we have,” An-
tiporda said. :

He said the DENR has not
yet received a copy. of the SC
decision, but the agency is ready
to report what it has been doing

" for the marine protection of the

West Phillippine Sea.

Eduardo Gongona.

The respondents have been
given 10 days to answer.

Pifiol and Gongona declined
to comment, saying they are just
depending on the official state-
ment released by Malacafiang.

Presidential spokesperson
Salvador Panelo already said the
protection of marine life in the
West Philippine Sea is already
a “top concern” of the govern-
ment and that Malacafiang has

" no issue with it.

“In any case, wenote that the
writwas issued to prevent viola-
tions of our environmental laws
in our territorial waters and in
our exclusive economic zone
located in the subject areas,”
Panelo said.

Meanwhile, international
organization Oceana Philip-
pines said the writisa laudable
move to stop the destruction
of the coral reefs and other
marine resources and the con-
sequent displacement of fish-
erfolk in portions of the West

 Philippine Sea.

The SC recently granted a
petition of fishermen and a
group of lawyers for the is-

~ suance of a Writ of Kalikasan

directing the government to
actively protect the West Phil-
ippine Sea and stop the degra-
dation of its marine resources
by the Chinese.

The SC said magistrates in
special full session issued a
Writ of Kalikasan to “protect,
preserve, rehabilitate and to re-
store the marine environment”
at the Panatag (Scarborough)
Shoal, Ayungin (Second Thom-
as) Shoal and Panganiban

_(Mischief) Reef.

should prompt the govern-
ment to do more to prevent
Iriolaticgﬁh of environmental
aws in pine waters, spe-
cifically witﬁin the counir}))r? s
exclusive economic zone.

In filing the petition, the
lawyers’ group and the fisher-
men cited the government’s
inaction on the environmen-
tally destructive activities of
Chinese fishermen and forces
in the West Philippine Sea.

They said the Chinese ac-
tivities — including the con-
struction of artificial islands
and harvesting of endangered

- aquatic resources — were clear

violations of the Convention
on International Trade in En-
dangered Species of Wild Flora
and Fauna, the Philippine
Fisheries Code and Presiden-
tial Decree No. 1586, or Es-
tablishing the Environmental
Impact Statement System in
the Philippines.
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Palace to enforce SC’s
ert of Kallkasan

Malacanang will follow the order
of the Supreme Court (SC) to actively
protect marine life in the West Philip-
pine Sea but protested the eontention
of government inaction in the disputed
waters.

The SC issued a Writ of Kalikasan to
protect, preserve, and rehabilitate, as
well as to restore the marine environ-
ment in the Panatag Shoal, Ayungin
Shoal, and Mischief Reef.

Presidential spokesman Salvador

Panelo said that while they have notyet i

received a copy of the order, the Palace

is duty-bound to implement all laws.
"The Executive Branch is duty-

bound to implement all laws regard-

less of the existence of orders from a

co-equal branch. We find no issue of
enforeing our laws as well as perform-
ing such enforcement pursuant to our
Constitution and principles of interna-
tional law;" he said.

"We note that the writ was issued to
prevent violations of our environmental
laws in our territorial waters and in our
exclusive economic zone located
in the subject areas," he added. >4

g

Panelo also said that Malacanang
has always respected the orders and
decisions of the Judiciary, especially
the Supreme Court, "subject to the
availment of possxble legal remedies."
He also said that the protection of the
marine ecosystem of the West Philip-
pine Sea is already a top concern and
agenda of the government.

However, the Palace official con-
tested accusations that lugh-rankmg
government officials neglected their
duties under the law to protect the

Panatag Shoal Ayungm Shoal and
Mischief Reef.

"We take exception, however, to
the contention that there has been
inaction on the part of the administra-
tion with regard to the environmental
concerns brought about by Chinese
activities in the contested areas,"
Panelo said.

"Our coast guards as well gs other
government agencies are performing
their task in securing the subject of
the writ," he added.

Panelo reiterated that the govern~
mentis Justbemgcareflumdea]mgwnm
- the issues in the contested waters since
provocative acts may spark unwanted
tension between the two countries.
"There have been concerns made
with respect to security of the marine
environment with allegatlons of cer-
tain unwanted incursions that have
brought damage thereto, but we must
remember that they have been made
in contested areas," he reminded,
"While we promptly made a se-
ries of diplomatic protests using the
mechanism of diplomacy to assert our
rights, we also undertook protectwe

measures even as we
are consciously cautious
not to perform provoca-
tive acts that may trig-
ger armed hostilities
‘between the contesting
countries which may risk
the lives of our country-
men and cost irreparable
damage to our Iand " he
added.

In a petition filed last
month, the Integrated Bar of the
Philippines (IBP) and fishermen from
Palawan and Zambales, both on the
coast of the resource-rich sea, cited
"massive destruction" in the waters
allegedly due to Chinese ﬁshmg ves-
sels.

Named respondents in the petltmn :
were the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources, Department
of Agriculture, Department of Justice,
the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources (BFAR), the Philippine
Navy, the Philippine Coast Guard
(PCG), the Philippine National Police
(PNP) and Marltlme Group

2
2

Panelo said that since government
agencies were named in the case, they
will just let the Court do its job.

"Given that there are governmen-
tal agencies impleaded in this case,
coupled with the fact that the action is
already being heard by the Judiciary,
we will let the Office of the Solicitor

. General defend and explain the ac-

tions of this branch of the government
before the High Court," he said.
"Whatever the outcome of the peti-
tion, we assure the nation that this Ad-
ministration is committed to protect
the sovereignty of our country and the
protection of our marine environment
against any and all who will attempt to
assault or violate them," he added. -
In his visit to Beijing, China last
week, President Duterte raised the
sea dispute with Chinese President

- Xi Jinping. Both agreed to pursue

bilateral negotiations.

China has ignored the landmark
Hague ruling which invalidated Chi-
na's claim that the disputed waters be-
long to them based on the Nine-Dash
line rule. (Argyll Cyrus B. Geducos)
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ALACANANG refuted
Mat the weekend alle-
gations that the gov-

ernment is guilty of inaction on
environmental concerns brought
by Chinese activities in disputed
maritime areas.

While the Palace said it respects
the Supreme Court order issuing a
writ of kalikasan compelling the
government to protect, preserve,
rehabilitate and restore the marine
environment in the Scarborough
Shoal (alsoknownas PanatagShoal),
Ayungin Shoal (Second Thomas
Shoal) and Panganiban Reef (Mis-
chief Reef), it pointed out that the
essence of the writ is already a top
agenda of the government.

Althoughithasyettoreceivethe
copy of the order, the Palace stood
firm that the governmenthassince

been doing its part to perform the

protection of marine environment.
“In any case, we note that the
writ was issued to prevent viola-
tions of our environmental laws
in our territorial waters and in
our exclusive economic zone lo-
cated in the subject areas. The
Executive Branch is duty-bound
to implement all laws regardless
of the existence of orders from
a coequal branch. We find no is-
sue of enforcing our laws as well
as performing such enforcement
pursuant to our Constitution and
principles of international law,”
said Presidential Spokesman and
Chief Presidential Legal Counsel
Salvador S. Panelo in a statement
late on Saturday.
“We have always respected
the orders and decisions of the

Judiciary, especially the Supreme
Court, subject to the availment of
possible legal remedies.”

“In Friday’s special en banc ses-
sion, the high court granted the
plea of the Integrated Bar of the
Philippines and Kalayaan Palawan
Farmersand Fisherfolk Association
for court protection following the
reported Chinese harvesting of gi-
ant clams in Scarborough Shoal.

“We take exception, however,
to the contention that there has
been inaction on the part of the
administration with regard to the
environmental concerns brought
about by Chinese activities in the
contested areas. Our coast guards
as well as other government agen-
cies are performing their task in
securing the subject of the writ,”
Panelo said.

Malacaniang also reassured the
public that the government has
made a series of diplomatic pro-
tests against China to address the
security concerns in the contested
areas.

“There have been concernsmade
with respect to security of the ma-
rine environment with allegations
of certainunwantedincursionsthat
have brought damage thereto, but
we must remember that they have
beenmadein contestedareas,” Pan-
elo said.

“While we promptly made a se-
ries of diplomatic protests using
the mechanism of diplomacy to
assert our rights, we also under-
took protective measures even as
we are consciously cautious not to
performprovocative acts that may
trigger armed hostilities between
the contesting countries, which
may risk the lives of our country-
men and cost irreparable damage
to our land.”

Sincethere are severalagencies
impleadedin the caseand themat-
ter is already being heard by the
Judiciary, the Palace said it will
let the Office of Solicitor General
defend and explain the actions
taken by the Executive Branch.

Panatag Shoal is located in Ma-
sinloc town in Zambales, while
Ayungin Shoal and Panganiban
Reefarelocatedin the municipality
of Kalayaan, province of Palawan.

Bernadette D. Nicolas

/]

IPPER

TOWER

PAGE | TANHER
srony S1ORY

06 fiat 2019

T DAIE

ace insists it acted on shoal,

[

EDITORIAL

]

CARTOON



N

VA BT
g RN
L
e
artment of Environment and Matoral Besougces

TEGIC COMMUMICATION TRITIATIVES SERVICE

ThrsofShso B0

gy

—————
-@5—:‘-?’
e
e
-
P

< P =
R

.Q“—.
Gm
e =
B
——
==

TAGE

|
il | ’___ ]
Y

rrER WAHHER
STONT

1OWER

0 8 AT 2019

DATE

Protection of ecosystem

top govt concern — Palace

THE protection of the marine ecosystem in the disputed
West Philippine Sea (South China Sea) is a top concern
of the government, Malacanang said on Sunday, days
after the Supreme Court issued a writ to protect several

_wErocustamA?l

areas there.

The high court on Friday issued
the writ of kalikasan to protect,
preserve, rehabilitate and restore
the marine environment i 1 Scar-
borough (Panatag) Shoal, Ayungin
(Second Thomas) Shoal, and Pan-.
ganiban (Mischief) Reef.

The petitioners said the
Duterte government's failure
to stop Chinese activities in the
areas was in violation of the
Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species
of Wild Flora and Fauna, the
Philippine Fisheries Code, and
Presidential Decree 1586, es-
tablishing the Environmental
Impact Statement System in the
Philippines.

Palace spokesman Salvador
Panelo said the protection of
Philippine-claimed areas was al-
ready a top agenda of the Duterte
administration.

“We note that the writ was is-
sued to prevent violations of our
environmental laws in our territo-

rial waters and in our exclusive

economic zone located in the
subject areas. The Executive Branch
is duty-bound to implement all
Jaws regardless of the existence of
orders from a co-equal branch,”
he said. " ‘

“We find no issue of enforcing
our laws as well as performing
such enforcement pursuant to
our Constitution and principles
of international law,” he added.

Panelo, however, denied alle-
gations that the government has
not acted on the environmental
concerns arising from Chinese
activities in the areas.

He said law enforcement agen-
cies had moved to-protect the
disputed areas. The government
has also filed a formal protest
with China.

“Our coast guards, as well as
other government agencies are

performing their task in securing  ther
~ Palawanon April4.

the subject of the writ. There have

been concerns made with respect

to security of the marine environ-
ment with allegations of certain
unwanted incursions that have
brought damage thereto, but we

must remember that they have
been made in contested areas,”
he said.

“While we promptly made a
series of diplomatic protests using
the mechanism of diplomacy to
assert our rights, we also under- |
took protective measures even as
we are consciously cautious notto
perform provocative acts that may
trigger armed hostilities between
the contesting countries, which |
may risk the lives of our country-
men and cost irreparable damage
to our land,” Panelo added.

He said the Office of the So-
licitor General would defend the
administration in the case.

“Whatever the outcome of the
petition, we assure the nation
that this administration is com-
mitted to protect the sovereignty
of our country and the protec-
tion of our marine environment
against any and all who will at-
tempt to assault or violate them,”
Panelo said.

The petition, filed in April by
the Kalayaan Palawan Farmers
and Fisherfolk Association, cited
“massive destruction” in the wa-
ters allegedly because of Chinese
fishing vessels.

It also invoked the 2016 Hague
ruling, which trashed China’s
nine-dash claim over the dis-
puted waters. g

Malacanang invoked The Hague
ruling after reports claimed that
hundreds of Chinese vessels were
seen in Pag-asa (Thitu) Island and
Kota (Loaita) Island.

panelo earlier told the Chinese
ships to “go away” because “they
do not have any business there.”

President Rodrigo Duterte, on
the other hand, said China should
"lay off” Pag-asa Island.

“I will not plead or beg, but
I'm just telling you that layoff the
Pag-asa because I have soldiers
there,” Duterte said in a speech in

~ “And, if you touch [the_jjsland,"]

that is another story. | will tell my
soldiers to ‘prepare for suicide
missions” he added.

RALPH U.VILLANUEVA

EOITONTAL
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Marine upkeep Palace priority
By Kristina Maralit Salvador Panelo pointed this
; out in response to the Supreme
The Executive does not need  Court’s issuance of a writ of
to be reminded of its mandate of  kalikasan last Friday meant for
protectmg the marine ecosystem - the protection of a number of
in the West Philippine Sea since  areas in the waterway.
it has been a top concern and ~ While the Palace has yet
agenda of the government, to receive a copy of the high
Presidential spokesman Turn fo page 6
From paga 1 : remedles, the ofﬁcml said.

tribunal’s order to protect, preserve and

rehabilitate, as well as restore the marine

environment in the Panatag Shoal, Ayungin
Shoal, and Mischief Reef, .Pax@élo asserted
that the government is “duty-bound to

implement all laws regardless of the

existence of orders from a co-equal branch”
and that it finds “no issue of enforcing our
laws as well as performing such enforcement

pursuant to our Const:tt_ltaon and principles,

of mtemahonal law.”

“We have a‘iwajs.res!pe“gted the

orders and decisions of the .[gﬂlcla.ry,
especially the Supremee Court,

\ subject to the availment

of posmble legal

TN

Panelo refuted claims of “inactmn
on the government’s part
regarding perceived incursions in
the disputed waters.

“In any case, we note that the writ
was issued to preveqt vmlai:mns of our
environmental laws in our territorial
waters and in our exclusive economic zone
located in the subject areas,” he added.

, What inaction?

Panelo, however, refuted claims of
“naction” on the govenunent’spaltregardmg
perceived incursions in the disputed waters.

“Our coast guards as well as other

_government agencies are performing their
taskin securing the subject of the writ. There

have been concerns made with r&spect to

security of the marine environment with

allegations of certain unwanted incursions

" that have brought damage thereto, but we.

must remember that they have been made
in contested areas,” stressed Panelo.

The government is duty-bound to
implement all laws regardless of -
the existence of orders from a
co-equal branch. '

~ “While we promptly made a series of
diplomatic protests using the mechamsm

of diplomacy to assert our rights, we also.

undertook protective measures even
as we are consciously cautious not to
perform provocative acts that may trigger

. armed hostilities between the contesting
countries which may risk the lives of our

countrymen and cost :rreparable damage
to our land,” he added. :

Solgen’s call
- Giventhefactthat many other government
agencies are impleaded in the case, Panelo
said that Malacafiang is leaving it up to the
Office of the Solicitor General to “defend
and explain the actions of this branch of the

government before the High Court.”

“Whateverﬂ\e outcome of the petition, we
assure the nation that this administration is
committed to protect the sovereignty of our
country and the protection of our marine
environment against any and all who will

atterpt to assault or violate them,” he added.
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WPS protection top gov’t concern

By EFREN
MONTANO

MALACANANG has

stressed that the govern--

ment has not been lax
in protecting the mari-
time environment in
areas being claimed by
China.

“We stress that the es-

sence of such writ of ka-
likasan, which is the pro-
tection of the marine eco-
system of the West Philip-
pine Sea is already a top
concern and agenda of the
government,” said Presiden-
tial Spokesperson Salvador
Panelo. ;

Panelo’s statement
came a day after the Su-
preme Court, in a special
en banc session, issued a

writ of kalikasan to pre-
vent violations of the coun-
try’s environmental laws in
its territorial waters and
exclusive economic zone.

A writ of kalikasan is a
remedy available to per-
sons or groups whose con-
stitutional right to a bal-
anced and healthful ecolo-
gy is threatened or violated
by acts or omissions by
public officials or private in-
dividuals. i

Panelo denied that
there’s been “inaction” on
the part of the government
in implementing environ-
mental laws in areas being
claimed by China as ac-
cused by a group of fisher-
men from Palawan that
filed the petition for the

writ of kalikasan with the

high court.

“We take exception to
the contention that there
has been inaction on the
part of the administration
with regard to the environ-
mental concerns brought
about by Chinese activities
in the contested areas,”
Panelo said.

Panelo added the Phil-
ippine Coast Guard and
other concerned government
agencies “are performing

their task in securing the

subject of the writ.”
The Palace official said
the government “undertook

protective measures” in the

disputed areas “even as we
are consciously cautious not

to perform provocative acts

that may trigger armed
-hostilities between the con-

testing countries which may
risk the lives of our coun- .
trymen and cost irrepara-
ble damage to our land.”

Panelo also reiterated
that the Philippines has
filed “a series of diplomatic
protests” in connection with
the alleged Chinese activi-
ties in Philippine-claimed
territories that caused en-
vironmental damage.

In an April 16 petition,
the members of the Ka-
layaan Palawan Farmers
and Fisherfolk Association
asked the SC to order the
Duterte administration to
permanently stop from “ne-
glecting” its duty to enforce
Philippine environmental

laws in the three West '

Philippine Sea features.
Citing evidence in the

ppines’ international
arbitration case, the group
said Chinese fishermen and
vessels have harvested en-
dangered species and used
cyanide and dynamite in
Scarborough and Ayungin
Shoals, viclating the Phil-
ippine Fisheries Code.

They also assailed Chi-
nese construction activities
in Panganiban Reef.

UPPER HALF

LOWER HALF
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SC naglabas n

g Writ of Amparo,

Writ of Ka;l'il'(a's_aniﬁ;s_g West Phl Sea

Nagpalabas angKorte na teritoryo. : yerno sa obligasyon ni-
Suprema ng Writ of Am- Anang SC, ang para tong ipatupa ang mga
paro at Writ of Kalikasan sa Pilipinas ay dapat batas pang-kalikasan sa
na sumasaklaw sa West lamang na pangalagaan rehiyon. :
Philippine Sea (WPS).  ng pamahalaan ng Pilj- Ang Writ of Kalikasan

Ayon sa Korte, |a- pinas. e el isang kautusan na.
yunin nitong protekta- - Magugunitang umak- nagbibigay-proteksyon

han, i-preserba, i-reha-

bilitate at ibalik sa dati korte ang isang grupo

ang marine environment
sa Panatag Shoal, Ayu-
ngin Shoal at Pangani-
ban Reef sa nabanggit

yat sa pinaka-mataas na

Ng mga mangingisda at

‘magsasaka mula sa Pa-

lawan dahil sa umano'y
pagbabalewala ng gob-
'—-—.,_,*_

sa karapatan ng ma-

Mamayan ‘para sa
isang malinis, malusog
at kapaki-pakinabang
na kapaligiran. (Doris
Franche) :

e e
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DILG to shut down tourism hubs
Violating environmental laws

l")-J

R BT IO A GHAVEE

The Department of the Interior and

Local Government (DILG) will shut
. down by the end of the month tourism

hubs in El Nido, Palawan, found to be
defying environmental laws.

DILG Secretary Eduardo M. Ano
said individual beaches or resorts in El
Nido, Palawan, that fail to comply with

governmental regulations by the end of
the six-month deadline on May 30 will
have to be closed.

“We have given them enough time to
comply. We explained to them why and
how they can comply with regulations.
So far, they have failed to do so. They
still have a whole month to shape up;
after that, they will face closure,”
he said. >4

DILG to shut down...

The DILG chief said that compli-
ance with laws in E1Nido is uneven with
some resorts fully compliant, others
half-comphant, while others are zero-
compliant.

“The Local Government Unit LGU)
has to impose the regulations and revoke
the permits of non-compliant establish-
ments, otherwise, the national govern-
ment will take over;” he added.

In case the national government
comes in, an inter-agency management

. team will be created similar to what was
done in Boracay.

“We already have existing protocols

‘and best practices in place. All we need
to do is determine if this action needs to
be donﬁ,” Ano said.

The DILG wnll also mvestngate

41

reports that some local government of-
ficials are blocking efforts of the Duterte
administration to clean up the top beach
destinations of the country.

DILG Undersecretary and spokes-
man Jonathan Malaya said that “Sec-
retary Afo has given instructions to our
field offices to immediately investigate
such reports from the Department of

Tourism (DOT) and the Department of -

Environment and Natural Resources
(DEN'R)'H

“The DILG will commence appropri-
ate legal action based on the results of
the investigation. We will not hesitate
to exercise our power of general su-
pervision over LGUs should they be
found to be blocking or opposing the
direcﬁves of the President to clean-up

and rehabilitate our top tourist spots,”
Malaya said. ]
. Malaya urged all LGUs to be proac-

- tive and take the lead in cleaning up

their respective jurisdictions without
prodding from the DILG since it is their
responsibility under the law in the first
place.

The DILG said this supports the
stand of DOT Secretary Bernadette
Romulo-Puyat to take over tourism sites
.across the country that have not com-
plied with environmental and other laws
similar to what was done in Boracay.

“We support the proposal of DOT.

' The campaign to restore, rehabilitate,

and preserve our natural wonders as
well as the effort to ensure compliance
with existing laws is always a team-effort

- by all government agencies particularly

the DOT, DENR, and the DILG,” Afio
said.
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of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), and hilir S
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rescue operations for the victims of
a strong earthquake that occurred
last April. Roe 2 &

i

But what if Canada ignores Presi-

dent Duterte’s threat? Will our coun-

try go to war with Canada? = *-

Or will the president say, “it was

only a joke!”
Nonetheless, Environment Secre-
tary Roy Cimatu should take the cue
 from the president and immediately

issue adepartment orderbanning the.
importation of all kinds of garbage to

put an end to the disrespect of the
hilippines by other countries.

The Philippines is not a garbage

dumging site! é
Of course there are many garbage
dumping sites in the Philippines but
that doesn’t mean that foreign gar-
bage is welcome in our country.

The Department of Environment

and Natural Resources (DENR)
shouldba inds of garbageimpor-
mhondﬁm kinds o?garba,gg =
- dumpsites in the Philippines and im- -
Elementrhqus&old— and barangay-
ased ecological solid waste manage-

ye dumped in our coun-
try. It wasathreat by an exasperated
Jeader who was supposed to inspect -

ly arrived Cana
“brought to thatsame garbage dump-

ment in line with Republic Act 9003.
A report, as told tome, stated that
several containers filled with Canadi-
an garbage were transported to the
Capas, Tarlac “sanitary” landfill,
again! Is this true? Vs
Some five or six years ago, sever-
al containers cargn’.ng the then new-
ian garbage were

ing site from the Bureau of Cus-
toms. s

A so-called “sanitary” landfill
should notaccept foreign garbage!
_ Natuwamarahilnoonang Canada

dahil may tumanggap na lalamgan e

sa kanilang basura.
~ Nangyari_ang

basura sa Tarfac habang tinutulan pa

itong maraming organisasyon mag-

agtatambak ng

tbage importation
: mé ’ya—é)ﬁ mula safalawxgan ng Tar-

lac atnagkaroon panganghearingsa -

kapitolyo nglalawigan.
Dahil-may‘hﬁﬁangjﬂ:ﬁ% basura
ng Canada, inisipmarahilngbansang

. ito na tapos na ang isyu sa kabastu-

~ doon, hindi na siya nag|

sang ginawanila. .
May nagbulong yata kay PDuterte
sa isyu ng basura ng Canada, kaya
daw pagdating sa Porac, Pampanga
para tingnan ang resulta ng lindol
S e
isip na banggitin at bantaan ng dig-
maan ang Canada kung hindi nito

* kukuninang basuranila saating ban-

sa. o
Matapang ang ipinakita niyang
asta. Kung wala raw mangyayari sa
banta niya, maaariraw siyang tawag-
ing Boy Banta.

Ngunit may utosnasi Foreign Sec-
retary Teodoro Locsin, Jr.naibalikang
basura ng Canada sa Mayo 15.

- Tingnan natin ang mangyayari sa
g‘lﬁa banta at utos ng mga pinuno ng

'Fhe Canadian governmentshould
now heed the call of Filipinos for them
to take their garbage back or the Phil-

_ ippine g_oyemment should declare

Prime ter Justin Trudeauand his
officials persona non-grata. 3
(bangonkalikasan@yahooo.com)
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WWD PHILIPPINES 2019
NAGDULOT
NG KASIVAHAN SA BASECO

SUMALI ang National Water
Resources Board (NWRB),
kasama ang iba pang ahen-
sya at pribadong sektor sa
aktibidad ng World Water Day
{(WWD) 2019 KICKOFF na pi-
namagatang "WORLD WA-
TER DAY 2019 WATER FAIR"
na gi noong ika-15 ng
Marso 2019 sa Paslg River
Rehabilitation Commission
(PRRC) Livelihood and Mang-
rove Center, sa loob ng Ba-
seco Compound, Maynila.
Ang tema para sa taong
2019, "Leaving no one behind
(#hawak-kamay, tubig-kaaga-
pay, sa tubig walang iwa-
nan)", ay nakakuha ng 165
kalahok mula sa komunidad
upang maabotang mga taong
nabubuhay pa nang walang
ligtas na tubig.
Mga kinakatawan mula
sa WWD partner-agency ay
namahagi ng kani-kanilang

aalaman at kadalubhasaan

__ inisponsor _ngWMayniIad. Ang

sa mga paksa na may kaug-
nayan sa tubig. Sa umaga,

ginanap ang mga pagtatanghel
at lektyur tungkol sa "Aware-
ness on Environmental Laws
and Initiatives, Water and
Wastewater, Waste to Liveli-
hood, Solid Waste Manage-
ment, Environmental Health
and Social Welfare",

Mayroon din eksibit para
sa livelihood ang nakasama
sa "World Water Day 2019
Water Fair', na inihanda ng
Department of Public Works
and Highways (DPWH), La-

guna Lake Development Au-
thority (LLDA) at Vilar Sipag's
Foundation, at isang appreci-
ation ceremony para sa

Baseco Community.
Isa sa masayang pang-

yayari na hindi malilimutan ng
“mga sumaling kalahok mula

sa iba'tibang ahensya ay ang
X tounamentna

ANG INYONG

LINGKOD

sa taong fto.ay si G. Valen V.
Juan mula sa National Water
Resources Board (NWRB),

Ang taunang event na ito

ay inorganisa at pinanganga-

siwaan ng River Basin Con-
trol Office (RBCO), Manila Wa-
ter Company Incorporated

(MWCI), Maynilad Water Ser-

vices, Inc. (MWSI), Metropo-
litan Waterworks and Sewe-
rage System (MWSS) at Pasig
River Rehabilitation Commis-
sion (PRRC).

MAGTIPID NG TUBIG
NGAYONG BUWAN
NG MAYO
PAULIT-ULIT ang pana-

bR HILDA €. ONG
nanalo sa Sungka Champion

sapangan

wagan ng Executive Director
ng National Water Resources
Board (NWRB) nasi Dr. Sevil-
lo D. David Jr, sa publiko na
umpisahan na ang pagitipid
sapmmt ng tubig.

ulat ng Hydmlogicel Informa-
tion ng Provincial Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management
Council (PDRRMC) inilabas
noong Abril 30 ng umaga
(6:00AM), bumaba na sa
178.90 meters ang level ng
tubig sa Angat Dam. Nasa kri-
tikal lebel ang tubig dahil ang
Minimum Operating Water
Level (MOWL) ng Angat dam
ay nasa 180 meters.

Malinis na tubig ang kai-
langan pagtuunan ng pansin
ng lahat sa pamamagitan ng
matiyagang pamamahala sa
pinagkukunang tubig. ang sa-
patat malinis na tubig para sa
lahat sa mga dumarating pang
taon.

Dagdag ni Executive Di-
rector David, "Kapag hinditayo
marunong magtipid, ang kasa-
lukuyang 178.90 lebel ng tu-
big sa Angat dam ay patuloy
nabababa, patinarin sa Bus-
tos Dam at Ipo Damdahil nasa,
panahon ng tag-init."

Ipagpatuloy natin ang

pagtitipid sa tubig ngayong pa-
nahon ngtag»nmt, upang masi-
guro natin ang sapat at patu-
loy na suplay ng tubig para
gailangan ng bawat
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West Zone concession-
aire Maynilad Water Ser-
vices, Inc. (Maynilad) recent-
ly inaugurated its second
water treatment plant in

Barangay
Muntinlupa City. The Pu-
tatan Water Treatment Plant
2 (PWTP 2), which sources
raw water from Laguna
Lake, is part of Maynilad’s
water security program that
aims to minimize depen-
dence on the Angat Dam.
Maynilad Chairman

Manuel V. Pangilinan said

the PWTP 2 is proof of
Maynilad's commitment to

Putatan,

continue meeting its service
obligations as specified in

the concession agreement.

Besides the PWTP 1 and 2,
Pangilinan said that Mayni-
lad plans to build more facil-
ities in the area to tap raw
water from Laguna Lake.
Joining Pangilinan (fifth:
from left) during the PWTP 2
inauguration were (from
left) Laguna Lake Develop-
ment . Authority assistant

‘general manager Generoso

Dungo, Rep. Winston Castelo

‘of Quezon City, Rep. Rufino
‘Biazon of Muntinlupa, MM-

DA Deputy Chief of Staff

MAYNILAD INAUGURATES SECOND WATEH_ 'TMENT .P[AT

Michael Salalima, Maynilad

President and CEO Ramonci-

to S. Fernandez, MWSS ad-
ministrator Reynaldo Velas-
co, MPIC President and
Maynilad board director
Jose Ma. K. Lim, PENR Un-
dersecretary Jonas Leones
(partly hidden), Spanish Am-
bassador to the Philippines
Jorge Moragas Sanchez, Na-
tional = Security = Council
Deputy Director General Vi-
cente - M.  Agdamag,
Muntinlupa Mayor Jaime
Fresnedi, and Rep. Bayani
Fernando of Marikina City.
The photo on the right

N TP

 —————

shows MWSS administrator
Velasco and Representatives
Biazon, Castelo and Fernando
touring the new facility,
which is one of the largest

membrane-based water
treatment facilities in the
Philippines. It uses a multi-
stage process of Dissolved Air
Flotation, Biological Aerated
Filter,. ultrafiltration, reverse
osmosis, and chlorination to
treat the lake water and con-
vert it to a product that com-
plies with the Philippine Na-
tional Standards for Drinking
Water (PNSDW) of the De-
partment of Health.
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By MA. STELLA E ARNALDO ¥ @akosistellaBM
Special to the BUSINESSMIRROR

ORACAY Island will remain
open even during the monsoon

seasorn.

This was the clarification made
by Tourism Secretary Bernadette
Romulo Puyat in reaction to pub-
lished reports that the island, fa-
mous the world over for its creamy

“white-sand beach, willbe closed for *
routine maintenance in June. ‘“No*

not at all,” she told the BUSINESS-
MIRROR. “It was discussed before
that we might close for habagat
[monsoon season], but it was never
broughtupagain. Plus thewatersare
all below 100 [most probable num-
ber per 1,000 milliliter], so there’s
no need to close it,” she asserted.
The clarification was prompted
by exchanges in the Boracay Beach

Community group page on Face-

book, in which would-be tourists
have been asking if it was true the
island would be closed in June.

The talk was prompted by a pub-
lished report quotingenvironment
officials that the island would be
cleaned up in June, but that there

- wasapendingdecisionon whether
;to close t:he entire k,1slam:‘t or just’
certain areas. “We can also divide -

it by section and close each section
for aweek,” said Environment Un-
dersecretaryfor Attached Agencies
Sherwin Rigor was quoted during
a media briefing. He added, the
cleanup “is our evidence that we
continue cleaning Boracay.”

A few tour operators also con-
firmed receiving inquiries from
their clients if they could still visit
Boracay in June, as there was talk
about the island’s closure by then.

According to an initial study by
the National Economic and Devel-
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opment Authority obtained by this
paper, the medium- to long-term
vision for Boracay Island is for it
be “a secure and globally competi-
tive world-class tourism destina-
tion with a vibrant, productive,
and climate-resilient economythat
is geared toward inclusive growth
and anchored on the sustainable
development of its innate natural
resources.”

The resort island was closed for
six months in 2018 to give way to
government'srehabilitation efforts,
primarily to control environmental

Bl ‘Pouummrimplement:ﬁgaBO-meter
. easement on the main white beach,

reclaimingwetlands, and construct-
ing vital infrastructure.

As per the Neda study, the total
public investment needed to reha-
bilitate and maintain Boracay Is-
land is about P7 billion from 2018
to 2022. Of this amount, P635.5
million with go to the enforcement
oflaws and regulations; some P535
million will be for pollution control
and prevention; P72.5 millien for
the rehabilitation and recovery of
ecosystems; about P4.7 billion to
put in place reliable infrastructure
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The total public investment
needed to rehabilitate and

“maintain Boracay Island from

2018 to 2022, according to a
Neda study

facilities; P879.4 million for re-

sponsible social servicesin health,

“education, aﬁdhousmg, ;andP138.6
. million " for. sustainable economic,

activities including tourism and
livelihood.

Since it reopened last October
26, Boracay has been held up as a
model for sustainable tourism by
the Philippine government. It is
the second-most popular tourist
destination in the country after
Cebu, and reached a historic-high
number of 2 million tourists in
2017, withvisitor receipts reaching
P56 billion.

The DOT sees tourism as a way
out of poverty for many F111p1nos,

and targets to improve the lives of -

541,000 poorbeneficiariesby2022.

ADB's view

THE view was shared by the Asian
Development Bank (ADB), un-
derscoring how tourism has sig-
nificant potential to contribute
to the Asia-Pacific region’s long-

term growth prospects through -
infrastructure development and -

job creation. Governments, how-
ever, should work to ensure the
industry grows in a socially and
env1ronmenta11y sustainable way,

;accordmg to part1c1pants atahigh-
level bank seminar. '

The Governors’ Seminar, titled
“The Role of Tourism for Sustain-
able Development,” at the 52nd
Annual Meeting of ADB’s Board
of Governors in Nadi, Fiji on Sat-
urday, featured as panelists Japan
Deputy Prime Minister and Fi-
nance Minister Taro Aso; Indone-
sia Finance Minister Sri Mulyani
Indrawati; Fiji Attorney-General
and Minister for Economy, Civil
Service, and Communications
Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum; Italy’s Di-
rector-General for International

'2.4:'-
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" Financial Relations, Ministry of

Economy and Finance Gels ina
Vigliotti;and ADB Presxdeni lake-
hiko Nakao. R
According to a news statement
from the ADB, international visi-
tors to Asia have risen by 65 per-
cent between 2010 and 2018 with
key Asian destinations being Chi-
na, Thailand, Japan, Hong Kong,
and Malaysia. Asian tourists are
also an increasing driver of global
tourismwith higherincomes and a
rapidly growing middle class seek-
ing experiences abroad. Giobally,

: ,ﬁmterrratwnal tourist arrivals are '
. projected to reach 2.44 billion. by

2030, a 75-percent increase from
2018, with Asia and the Pacific
projected to account for a third of
this number.

Tourism plays alarge role in the
Asian economy. Spendingonhotels
and airline tickets was $92 billion
in 2018 with an estimated 78 mil-
lion new jobs created. The indirect
impact such as through tourism-
related investment on new hotels
or airplane purchases was larger
at $2.94 ‘trillion, creating an esti-

mated 180 million jobs.
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Paradise reborn

BORACAY — One year since its forced
shutdown and sixmonths after reopening,
this island paradise is back in business,

- Illegal beachfront structures are
gone, along with faulty sewage sys-
tems that dmcha:ged waste directly to
the sea, resulting in the proliferation
of coliform bacteria way beyond safe
swimming leve]s.

 Asian Center for Legal Excellen

Golden Jubilee Book Project.

1. ALBERT GAMBOA s CFO of the.

Wild parties and loud concerts

~are no longer allowed along the

_night on Labor
- Day weekend

three-kilometer stretch of Bora-
cay’s world-famous Whlte Beach,
where tens of

thousands used to MARKE.'. MONITOR

congregate every J, ALBERT GAMBOA

It seems the massive, 180-day re-
habilitation of Boracay has done won-
ders for the island’s ecosystem. Lots
of wildlife have returned — eagles are
coming back, whale
sharks from Cebu
are visiting, and for
the first time in a

. The so-called “LaBoracay” event,

- W}uch peaked in 2017 when more than

: tWO lmllzon People visited the island,

cagbebsd in 2018 due to the island’s

B0 Chaiirian ot the FINEX T - shutdown. This year it was replaced by

#LoveBoracay, a more sober commemo-
ration of the closure s first anmversa.ry

decade, turtles are
hatching on the beach.

New rules include the ban on casi-
nos throughout the island; regulation
of sandcastle building; and prohibition
of beachfront smoking, drinking, din-
ing, and fire dancing with kerosene
lamps.

Only 19,000 tourists can be in Bo-
racay at any given moment, with a
maximum of 6,405 allowed to enter the
island per day. Visitors are required to

show proof of confirmed reservations

with hotels accredited by the Depart-
ment of Tourism prior to entry.

If the thrust on sustainable tourism
continues, Boracay could well be on its
way to regaining its distinetion as the
bestisland in the world,

BW FILE PHOTC
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By CA1 U. ORDINARIO ¥ @caiordinario

AD], Fiji—The President wants

to limit the number of tourists

visiting the country’s major
destinations to ensure that environmental
and local laws are followed, according to -
the Department of Tourism (DOT).

In a briefing on the sidelines
of the 52nd Asian Development
Bank (ADB) Annual Meeting
here, Tourism Secretary Berna-
dette Romulo Puyat said the gov-
ernment is now in talks with the
ADB and World Bank to conduct

a study on the carrymg capac1ty

capacity.... The
President is really
serious about the
e ™ carrying capacity—
that ea:h tourist destination must have

a carrying capacity.”—Romulo Puyat

tionwillbe good forlesser-known
tourist spots in the country.
“We're already talking to, ac-
tually ADB and also World Bank
approached us, to help [with] the
tourist destinations with plans,
becauseweneed aplan. Sometimes
whathappensis thatif destination
is a good one, businesses will just

of major tourist destinations
nationwide.

Romulo Puyat said that while
the intent is to preserve the en-
vironment, this would not nec-
essarily be bad for the economy.
She said imposing a limit on the
number of tourists per destina-

sprout [without any regard for reg-
ulations]. So we aim to have local
tourism plans [where] everything
is inclusive, including the infra-
structure, [and it's] green, sustain-
able, [and the] carrying capacity [is
known], etc.,” Romulo Puyat said.

Romulo Puyat said the govern-
mentwouldliketobegin the studies
on carrying capacity, particularly
for Panglao in Bohol, El Nido and
Coron in Palawan, and Siargao in
Surigao del Norte within the year.

However, for other tourism
destinations, the effort will have
towait. Romulo Puyat said thereis
apossibilitythat the government
will be the one to finance these
studies through the national bud-
get next year.

SEE “TOURIST,” A3
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__I.Jke in B9racay4 the. researchers

from the Universityof the Philippines

Los Bafios stayed there in Boracay for
two months, two to three months to
study the carrying capacity,” Romulo
Puyat said. “The President is really
seriousabout the carryingcapacity—

“that each tourist destination must

have a carrying capacity.”

Warnings in El Nido

APART from limitations on the to-
tal number of tourists, the DOT will
also close Boracay to cruise ships

- on certain dates. The DOT said the

island will be closed to cruise ships
between October 26 and November 8
for All Saints’ Dayand All Souls’ Day;
as well as November 23 and Janu-

ary 5,2020, for the Southeast Asian

Games, Christmas and New Year.
Meanwhile, Romulo Puyat said
establishments in public beaches in
El Nido are in danger of being closed
down due to noncompliance of envi-
ronmental laws and local ordinances
by the end of the month.:
ShesaidafterresortsinPanglao, Bo-
hol, and El Nido in Palawan were given
sixmonths to address violations, only
Panglao resorts seem to have gotten
the message that the Duterte admin-
istration is serious about compliance.
Romulo Puyat said that while re-
ports revealed that Panglao-based re-
sorts were already “self-demolishing”

estabhshments to comply with laws.
and oré.mances, those in El Nido are
not yet complying. This, she said, was
mainly due to the failure of local gov-
ernment units (LGUs) to implement
national and local laws. :
“ElNidoisstillachallenge. It'sachal-
lenge when you have to work with the
local government. You are lucky if the
local governmentunderstands why you
have todo these things, whyyouhave to
follow environmentallaws.Itbecomesa
challenge iflocal governments are bull-
headed,” Romulo Puyat said.
'Romulo Puyat said in herlast visit to
El Nido, she already told El Nido Mayor
Nieves Rosento that apart from the
easement, many public beaches are not
complying with local ordinances which
prohibitactssuchasgrillingonboatsand
penalizing the use of single-use plastics.
Shelamented thatonpaper, thelocal
ordinances were impressive and could
be deemed as a “model” in sustainable
tourism. However, in terms of imple-
mentation, much needs to be done.
“My suggestion is to do it [closure of
publicbeaches]perbeach,’RomuloPuyat
said. “If you go to El Nido resorts, [they
even impose a] 40-meter easement so
itwouldbeunfair to close awholeisland
when there are resorts that are compli-
ant and [some of them even go} over
20 meters, [around] 40 meters. And [El
Nidohas] coves, so [the closure] could be
a partlcu.la.r beach,” Romulo Puyat said.
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7ZOO SUCCESSFULLY -
BREEDS RARE HORNBILL.,;
NEWS:} A

HELLO FEATHERED FAMILY Walden’s|
hornblll chick Valéntin (left), here
_preening with parents Ligaya and

Kalantiaw, has been celebrated by zoq
keepers at the Negros Forest Park ire

Bacolod City since emerging from a hole’

in a tree trunk with his mother on April 195

—DINO GUTIERREZ/CONTRIBUTOR:
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- NEGROS Z00 SUCCEEDS IN BREEDING
CRITICALLY ENDANGERED HORNBILL

By Carla P. Goli'lez

BACOLOD CITY—For 105
days, Jimmy Benzuela didn’t
take a day off as head keeper of
Negros Forest Park here.

He wanted to make sure the
mother Walden’s hornbill
named Ligaya and her chick
were taken care of while holed
up inside a tree trunk in this
conservation center located
along Capitol Road.

“Being one of the zoo keep-
ers, I have much joy and pride,
that for the first time I was able
to successfully hatch a rufous-
headed hornbill,” he said.

When both mother and
chick finally emerged on April
19 after 105 days, everyone in
the center was overjoyed.

Firstin nine years

“It took us mine years to
have our first ever successful
breeding. They take so long to
mature, and bonded pairs are
hard to form in captivity. Pairs
have to be totally compatible to
breed successfully,” said Fer-
nando Gutierrez, president of
Talarak Foundation Inc. (TEI).

TFI manages Negros Forest
park, formerly known .as Ne-
gros Forest and Ecological
Foundation Inc. Biodiversity
Conservation Center. -

The Walden’s hornbill (Rhab—
dotorrhinus waldeni), locally
known as “talarak,” has been de-

clared critically endangered. It is-

also known as Visayan wrinkled
hornbill, rufous-headed hornbill
and writhed-billed hornbill.

- The bird used to be seen in
the forests of Negros and Panay
islands. '

“They are functionally ex-
tinct in Negros, and there have
only been a few sightings and
calls heard, but no photograph-
ic proof, so far,” Gutierrez said.

; Valentin :
The chick was named
Valentin becaQ§¢____ip was first

. heard making a sound from in-

side the tree where it was holed
up with its mother“ on Valen-
tine's Day.

Valentin's parents L:gaya
and Kalantiaw, were born in the
wild, said Paul Lizares, vice
president of TFL

When the female Walden'’s
hornbill lays her eggs, she is put
in a hole inside the trunk of a
tree for about 105 days to incu-
bate the eggs and later take off
the chicks. She can leave only
when her chicks are ready to
fledge.

" In the meantime, she relies .

on the male Walden’s hornbill
to bring her food every day. If
the male is captured or killed,
the female and her chicks die.

In the case of Ligaya, she
sealed herself in on Jan. 4, and af-
ter a week, she laid her first egg.

She laid three eggs in all, but
only one was hatched, Lizares
said. ' /

To make sure nothing
would go wrong, Benzuela tire-
lessly watched over the new
family for 105 days, ensuring
that their health and nutntlon

VE A REﬂ-’é’ RT

. was everyone’s top priority.

“Every breeding season I re-
ally give them extra time and
effort just so they can breed,
and for the longest time wait-
ing, I was actually able to get
them to breed successfully. My

Joyis full,” Benzuela said.

Gender wait

The gender of the chick gets
known only after a month or two.

The chick is female if it starts
molting in a month or two.

It is male if it doesn’t and
maintains the same color.

The last successful captive
breeding of a Walden'’s hornbill
was in 2010, at Mari-it Conser-
vation Center in Iloilo’s Lam-
bunao town. Since then, captive
numbers have plateaued at 32,
with one female having a con-
genital defect.

Only Mari-it and Negros
Forest Park have these birds in
captivity, and are working hard
to keep the species alive.

Hunting for sport, poaching
for the illegal wildlife trade,
and the lack of mature nesting
trees in Philippine forests are.
key factors to the species’ rapid
decline in numbers.

“Being big birds, with poach-
ing and hunting still an issue in
our remaining forests, the fu-
ture looks very bleak if there are

_ any wild birds remaining. It is of

great importance to. yroperly
secure our remaining forest

cover,” Gutierrez said: INQ

’/t
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Davao marine park yields
238 new hatchlings

By ManuEL T. Cavon | Mindanao Bureau Chief
& JONATHAN L. MAYUGA w@jonlmayuga

AVAO CITY—A coastal

marine park here maintained

by the Aboitiz group continued
to be a productive nestling site of sea
turtles, with caretakers finding 238
pawikan hatchlings this year and

released in April.

The Aboitiz group said the
year 2019 “has got off to a good
start as Davao Light and Power
Co. Inc. welcomed a total of 238

pawikan hatchlings at the Clean--

ery Parkin Sitio Punta Dumalag,
Matina Aplaya.” '

On April 3, caretakers released
92 hatchlings of pawikan, as ma-
rine turtles are called in Filipino,
out into the sea and, on the next
day, 10 more were released after
being found trapped in the nest.

“These hatchlings came from
pawikan nest No. 1, which was
found laid at the Cleanergy Park
on February3,” the Aboitiz-owned
Davao Light said.

OnApril 18, anothersetofpawz—
kan eggs were hatched from nest
No. 2, whose eggs were earlier dis-
coveredat theparkon February19.

In that nest, a total of 94
hatchlings were found and re-
leased on the same day. The fol-
lowing day, 42 additional hatch-

lings were:xeleased..These were

also found trapped inside the
nest, the Davao Light added.
“We must double our conser-
vation efforts in preventing trash
fromreachingtheocean, especial-
ly because sea turtles and other
marine creatures mistake plastics
and other garbage as food. In this
way, we are not just helping save
the pawikanbutwe arealsohelping
sustain the environment. Thus,
advancing businessand communi-
ties,” said Rodger S. Velasco, Davao
Lightdirector, presidentand COO.

He said the April 18 release
of pawikan hatchlings were wit-
nessed by 200 visitors, including
children.

More pawikan visits are expect-
edinthe remaining months of the
year, the Davao Light said.

Cleanergy Park is a project
of Davao Light and Power Co.,
an AboitizPower subsidiary, in
partnership with the Aboitiz
Foundation. The Davao Light
said the area “is a biodiver-
sity park that is aimed to help
preserve the pawikan nesting
grounds, be a home of many
thriving bird species and help
maintain ecological balance for
other sea and land creatures.”

Meanwhile, a previously un-
discovered nestinside a coal-fired
power plant in Davao City has
yieldedatotal of 115 marine turtle
hatchlings that made their way to
the sea on March 29.

The marine turtle hatchlings
that were released on March 29,
an army of olive ridley turtles,
emerged from whatis now consid-
ered the third protected marine
turtle nests along the shore of the
coal-fired power plant of Aboitiz-
Power’s wholly owned subsidiary,
Therma South Inc. TSIis the owner
and operator of the 300-megawatt
Davao Baseload Power Plant in
Binugao, Toril, Davao City.

Incidentally, TSI named this
batch of sea turtle hatchlings
“Team Stingray” after Davao City
Mayor Sara Duterte-Carpio’s son,
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whose birthday happens to be on
the same day. ;

Marine turtles are a globally
threatened species. The olive rid-
ley turtle is one of the seven ma-
rine turtle species.

The global population of the
marine turtles is on the decline

because of the unabated poach-

ing for their meat, shell and eggs,
while their reproduction is mired
by habitat destruction, accidental
bycatch, ocean plastic pollution

ONE of the 115 olive ridley turtle hatchlings as it makes its way
back into the sea FRANZJONATHAN G. DE LA FUENTE/ABOITIZ EQUITY VENTURES INC.

and climate change.

Five of the sevenknown marine
turtle species can be found in the
Philippines. The county hosts one
of the mostimportant nestingsites
of the green turtles—the Turtle
Island Wildlife Sanctuaryin Tawi-
Tawiprovince—in Southeast Asia.

The Philippinesisaparty tothe
Bonn Convention, or the Conven-
tion on the Conservation of Mi-
gratory Species of Wild Animals.

Marine turtles are protectedin

‘ We must double our conservation
"W efforts in preventing trash from

j §
4.

the ocean, especially because

sea turtles and other marine creatures
mistake plastics and other garbage

as food. In this way, we are not just
helping save the pawikan but we are also
helping sustain the environment. Thus,
advancing business and communities”

—VELASCO

the country under various envi-
ronmentallaws—such as Republic
Act 9147, or the Wildlife Resources
Conservation and Protection Act,
and Republic Act 7586, or the Na-
tional Integrated Protected Areas
System (Nipas) Act as amended
by Republic Act 11038, or the Ex-
panded Nipas Act, which provides
protection to protected areas and
the wildlife found within these
areas set aside for conservation.
The Philippines, through the
Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR),
has an ongoing program to pro-

_ tect and conserve pawikan—the
Pawikan Conservation Project—
- which is supported by various

local governments and private-

sector conservation partners.
Since Decemberlastyear, three

marine sea turtle nests were dis-

_covered within thevicinity of TSI's

power plant. :

The first nest was found on De-
cember 14, 2018, and the second
was found on February 23.

Since the discovery of the
nests, TSI hasworked with various
groups, including the team from
the group’s pawikan conservatory
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in Aboitiz CleanéréyPark inPunta
Dumalag, to ensure that thenests -

inside TSI are well-protected and
well-cared for. ' :

“This occurrencereinforces the
diversity of marine ecosystem in
the city. Havinga coal-fired power
plant playing host to these hatch-
lings makes this event even more
interesting,” Duterte-Carpio was
quotedas sayinginastatementre-
leased by AboitizPower. Duterte-
Carpio was supposed to lead the
releasing of the marine turtle
hatchlings but failed to, owing to
prior engagements.

DENR-Davao Region Assistant
Secretary Ruth Tawantawan ex-
tended her congratulations to TSI
and its efforts in protecting the
nests and the marine ecosystem.

“The hatching of the pawikan
has been an eye-opening experi-
ence, It is a small indicator that
our environmental stewardship
efforts arebearing fruit. The pres-
ence of these endangered crea-
tures inside the plant is proof of
sustainable environmental condi-
tions resulting from the steps we
have taken to operate our power
plants responsibly,” said Danel
Aboitiz, president and COO of
AboitizPower-Coal Business Unit.

Since sea turtles come back to
‘the place where theyhatch through
their magnetic imprinting, it is
thought that there might be other
nests in the area. ?

When the released hatchlings
grow up, they may come back to
the area to lay new nests and re-
peat the cycle. 7

Because of this, TSIplans toen-

2 g@gg}:rbg_ggmx_punity andexpertsto
ensure that the shorelines remain
pristine and conducive forpawikan
nesting in the years to come.

TSI is certified with three ISO
standards, namely Quality Man-
agement (ISO 9001:2015), En-
vironmental Management (ISO
14001:2015), and Occupational
Health and Safety Management
(18001:2007). ;

Together with Therma Luzon
Inc. and Therma Visayas Inc., the
three primarily comprise the Coal
Business Unit of AboitizPower.
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DISCOVERY OF NEW SPECIES PROVES
PHL IS HAVEN FOR BIODIVERSITY

HE Asean Center for Biodiversity
(ACB) lauded the team of local

and international researchers who .

recently discovered three new species in
Mindanao. Discovered were the bark cricket
(Endodrelanva siargaoensis), sword-tailed
cricket (Trigonidium solis) and a very unique
cricket which produces no sound unlike
other typical crickets, known as “mute”
cricket (Paranisitra flavofacia).

Dr. Theresa Mundita’S. Lim, executive director
of ACB and a staunch advocate of species and
wildlife conservation, said the discovery of the
threespecies of crickets further proves thatthere
are still thousands of species in the Philippines
that remain to be discovered and identified.

“It also demonstrates that the Philippines
is a critically important haven for biodiversity,”
she added. |,

The discovery team was led by researchers
Sheryl Yap and Jessica Barbecho from
University of the Philippines-Los Bafios, along
with researchers from the Russian Academy of
Sciences, the National University of Singapore
and the Muséum National d'Histaire Naturelle
in France. The team discovered the crickets
during biodiversity surveys conducted in the
town of Del Carmen on Siargao Island lastyear.

In 2011, the Philippine Biodiversity.
Expedition discovered some 300 new species.
The expedition was led by scientists from the
California Academy of Sciences, joined by two
dozen colleagues from the Philippines. The
discoveries included deep-sea armored corals,
ornate sea pens, new sea ufchins and sea stars,
a shrimp-eating swell shahk, over 50 colorful
new sea slugs, and insects and spiders.

Dr. Terrence Gosliner, dean of Science and
Research Collections at the California Academy
of Sciences and leader of the 2011 Philippine
Biodiversity Expedition, said, “Biodiversity in

the Phsllppmes is Stl|| re!atwely unknnwn, and

we found new species during nearly every dive
and hike as we surveyed the country's reefs,
rainforests, and the ocean floor. The species lists

and distribution maps that we created during this

expedition willhelp toinform future conservation
decisions and ensure that this remarkable
biodiversity is afforded the best possible chance
of survival

In light of the new species discoveries, Lim
urged the youth to take up courses in biology
or taxonomy.

Accordingtothe Secretariatofthe Convention
on Biological Diversity, the dlmmlshmgnumber
of taxonomists is a major hindrance to
hiodiversity conservation. Scientists estimate
that more than 90 percent of the world's species
have yet to be discovered.

Lim, emphasising the need for more
taxonomists, said, “Many of our species may be
disappearing before we even know they exist.
We need taxonomists to identlfythem We can't
conserve what we don‘t know. Knowing our
species will enable conservation policy- and
decision-makers tomake smartand appropriate
decisionsandstrategieson howta conservewhat
is left of our biodiversity.”

How valuable are crickets to ourenvironment?
Crickets play animportant role in maintaining the
balanceoftheecosystem.Theyrenewsoilminerals
and decompose plant materials, contributing to
soil richness, which, intum, ensures good habitats
for plants and trees.

Field crickets consume the seeds of weed
speclesthatmaybelnvaswe|ngardenecosystems

Crickets are food for other animals, and
even humans. In a 2013 report, the United
Nations Food and Agriculture Organization said
current farming and food-production practices
are unsustainable—but edible insects, such
as crickets, are a viable, untapped resource
that could help meet the food demands of the
world’s expanding population.
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Mangrove rehabilitation
provides livelihood

Some fisherfolk in Aroroy,
Masbate, through the assis-
tance of the Masbate Gold
Project, have been planting
mangroves in the coastal areas
of the municipality as part of
MGP’s environmental pro-

ams. This partnership has

ed to the planting almost a

million (over 950,000) man-
groves, providing livelihood
opportunities to over 400
fisherfolk. :

“We have been planting up
to 30,000 propagules a year
since 2014,” said Elmer Alva-
rez, president of Par'au%ma
_kag Parapangisda Para sa ak-
auswagan Inc. The Associa-
‘tion has 95 members, almost
all from San Agustin. “We are

being paid every quarter to

grow. the mangroves; we do.

replanting,” he said.

Since 2014, Alvarez’s group
has been tasked by MGP to
plant mangrove species like
miapi and baras-baras in San
Agustin. :

The mangrove rehabilita-
tion of Aroroy, particularly
the eight impact barangays,
has been part of the MGP’s
Environmental Protection
and Enhancement Program
(EPEP). This is to ensure en-
vironmental protection, com-
munity awareness and social
responsibility within these
areas.

The EPEP is a provision

in the Mining Act of 1995,
vn___,___.-_——‘_—_—*’—_-'——__—_‘-_‘

which requies operating min-

ing companies to establish and

~ implement an environmental
management program that

_ will take care of and even en-_

hance the environment in its
operating area from the start

Barrera showed that the area
has one-eighth of its original

living coral cover. In the sur-
rounding areas of Masbate,
dynamite fishing, cyanide
fishing, and overfishing us-
ing unsustainable met ods
are rampant and continue
unabated. !
These have a significant
effect on the coral reef envi-
ronment by destroying habitat
and decimating fish stocks.
The damage from these meth-
ods can take generations to
naturally repair and, in many
cases, are irreparable.
Coral reef and mangrove
 ecosystems function in a sym-
biotic relationship, which thus
enhance tropical and subtropi-
cal coastal environments. ’I}}?Le

health and extent of coral

reefs are largely dependent
on coastal mangrove forests,
which stabilize shorelines,

remove pollutants, improve

water quality, and provide

nursery habitat that maintains

25.87 hectares.

fisheries. If fisheries are de-
graded due to the destruction
or loss of mangrove habitat,
the coral reefs will be ad-
versely affected. ;
Through MGP’s EPEP, the
mangrove forests of Port Bari-
is and Port Barrera have grown
exponentially since 2014. Puro
Barangay was able to replant
145,000 propagules in 32.61
hectares. Balawing was able
to replant 150,000 propagules
over 33.73 hectares. Almost
27.78 hectares in Panique were
planted 123,500 propagules
and San Isidro was able to
replant 90,000 propagules in
20.24 hectares. ; '
Although they are outside
the eight impact barangays,
three other barangays were

_included in the mangrove re-

forestation project. Matalang-
talang has replanted 90,000
propagules in 20.24 hectares,
while Don Pablo has regrown
115,000 propagules also in

Young méngfoves line the coastal areas of several barangays of
Aroroy. The MGP has partnered with the local fisherfolks associa-
tion to ensure that mangroves are planted and cared for.

to the end of mine life.
Baseline environmental
studies conducted within Port
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Candidates told toépuSh, |
for env1r0nment agenda'

; I'bilo\w‘ng the strong earth-
quake jolted some parts of Luzon,
advocacy group Philippine Busi-
ness for Environmental Stew-
ardship (PBEST) urged political

- candidates in the upcoming elec-
tion to push for balanced policies

to manage the country's natural
resources for the benefit of pres-

" ent and future generations.

The group particularly chal-

lenged the candidates to disclose
their agenda on environmental

sustainability as the country pre-
pares for the national and local
elections on May 13, 2019.

"For the longest time, environ-
mental concerns have only been
cursory and novelty platforms for
political candidates, and existing

; regmatlons are softly enforced.

But the issue of environmental
protection has now become an

‘urgentdiscussion worldwide that

we cannot afford to be left out,”
said PBEST Convenor Carmelo
Bayarcal Bayamal said balanced
policies mean that the steward-

Shlp of the enwronment and
economic development should
not be in conflict.

“The repercussions are rgal,
and we are starting to feel them.

The soonerwe and the candidates

realize that the environment
agenda is fundamentally linked

to other 'conventional election

issues such as power, water, food
security, and even job creation,

the sooner we can make develop-
‘ment sustainable,’ he said. *

The group said recent disrup-

tions such as erratic water supply,

food inflation due to precarious

 supply, intermittent power inter-

ruptions and natural disaster are

all linked to the environment, be-
cause theyresulted from people's -

wanton disregard for the protec-

- tion and care of nature and nts
inhabitants. f

Hours before the earthquake,

Environment Secretary Roy A

Cimatu urged Fﬂlpmos to pause
and reflect on the most pressing

‘ecological problems facing the
- world today and think of what they

can do to save the planet.
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TURNING THE TIDE AT SM’S GREEN FILM FESTIVAL: High school and college students took part in the
annual Green Film Festival at the SM Mail of Asia, held recently In celebration of Earth Day 2019. The Green
Film Festival, a corporate social responsibility initiative of SM Cares, In partnership with the US embassy and
SM Cinema, reached out to young learners about environmental issues through a free film screening of the
critically acclaimed documentary, ‘A Plastic Ocean’. The film highlighted alarming truths and negative impacis
of plastic pollution in our oceans. The event also had a post-screening discussion of learning between the
students and subject experts. s iy 7
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Climate change expert urges LGUs
to toughen up on buzldmg approvals

'By RAINIER ALLAN RONDA

A climate change scientist
has urged local government
units (LGUs) to take the lead
in ensuring that high-rise
structures are safe and will
pose no threat to the commu-
nity especially during times
of natural calamities like
super typhoons and strong
earthquakes.

Glenn Banaguas, execu-
tive director of De La Salle
Araneta University’s En-
vironmental and Climate
Change Research Institute
(ECCRI), said the implemen-
tation of climate change and

disaster resilient plans and

designs in building high-rise
structures was crucial in at-
taining low or zero casualty
goals during times of natural
calamities.

Banaguas successfully
spearheaded the two-day
Climate Smart and Disaster
Resilient ASEAN Interna-
tional Conference held last
month at the Bay Leaf Hotel
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He said cities and munici-
palities have the power to ap-
prove or reject
tion of a high-rise structure in
their respective jurisdiction
if it doesn’t adhere to the
safety provisions specifically
prescribed by law.

“There is now a need
to incorporate the Climate
Change Adaptation and

Disaster Reduction and

Management (CCA-DRRM)
strategies on the planmng
and decision-making in the
infrastructure buildup,” Ba-
naguas said.

“Aside from identifying
the most vulnerable areas
and most at risk, it is also
significant to check the qual-
ity of our buildings. Based on
the National Climate Change
Action Plan (NCCAP) prior-
ity area, our infrastructure
should be climate proof and
climate change-adaptive

housing and land use de- -

velopment should also be

implemented,” he added.
Banaguas said to avoid

a repeat of the damage

‘wrought by Super Typhoon
Yolanda in 2013, high-rise
-structures nowadays should

withstand more than 300
kilometer per. hour fuicer
hoons FEie

" Todothis, LGiJs shouldbe?'

e construc-

ience of existin

more st:nct in granting build-
ing permits. They should
also be more cautious that
only standard materials be
used in the construction of
high-rise structures.
Banaguas said reports of
prevalence of substandard
steel in the market is a major
concern. “Generally, if there
are some concerns on the

methodology or process,

it will be better to conduct

more scientific tests and ana-

lyze,” Banaguas said.

“If we want to prove the
accuracy of the outputs, there
is a need to validate them.
For example, we can modify
the methodology or we can
introduce different param—

eters in the process. There is

also a possibility to introduce

new algﬁroach or innovative

idea. Then we always look
at the impact of the project.
No matter how technical
and innovative our research
projects are, we want to make

sure that these projects will

create positive changes to

the lives of the people,” he .{.

added.

Banaguas. said there
should always be testing
on reinforced bars (re-
bars) to ensure the resil-
quench

tempered steel in the market.




