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DENR chief to elected execs:
- Implement environment laws

By CORY
MARTINEZ

ENVIRONMENT Sec-
retary Roy Cimatu
yvesterday urged the
newly elected ecity
and municipal may-
ors to prioritize the
implementation of
environmental laws,
articularly Repub-
ic Act 9003 or the

Ecological Solid
Waste Management
Act of 2000.

Cimatu stressed that
under RA 9003, the lo-
cal officials are man-
dated to provide a sys-
tematic, comprehensive
and ecological solid
waste management

program in their re-

spective jurisdiction

Under the law, Ci-
matu explained that
LGUs are primarily re-
sponsible for waste
solagregation and dispos-
alirog
“We call on newly
elected local officials to
give priority to full and
strict implementation
of environmental laws,
particularly on solid
waste management,”
Cimatu said.

Aside from RA 9003,

Cimatu said the DENR
is also counting on
LGUs for the full im-
plementation of RA
8749 or the Philippine
Clean Air Act of 1999
and RA 9275 or the
Philippine Clean Water
Act of 2004,
- He likewise called
on local government
officials within the
Manila Bay region to
cooperate with the
DENR-led inter-agency
task force in charge of
the Manila Bay reha-
bilitation.

“The task force can-
not deo it alone. We
need the full coopera-
tion of LGUs,” Cimatu
said.

DENR Undersecre-
tary for Solid Waste
Management and LGU
Concerns Benny Anti-

orda, on the other
and, warned that lo-
cal officials found vio-
lating the provisions of

could be held ,
Mﬁﬁtﬁ‘e&y* ‘and"

criminally liable.
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New LGU officials urged to implement environmental laws

By Cory Martinez

ENVIRONMENT and
Natural Resources Sec-
retary Roy Cimatu yes-
- terday urged the newly-

elected city and munic- |

ipal mayors to prioritize
the implementation of
environmental laws,
particularly Republic
Act 9003 or the Ecologi-
cal Solid Waste Man-
agement Act of 2000.
Cimatu stressed that
under RA 9003, the local
officials are mandated to
provide a systematic,
comprehensive and eco-
logical solid waste man-
agementprogramin their
R e L S

Saians st

explained that LGUs are
primarily responsible for

wastesegregationand dis- -

posal.
“Wecallonnewlyelect-
ed local officials to give
priority to full and strict
implementation of envi-
ronmental laws, particu-
larly on solid waste man-
agement,” Cimatu said.
Aside from RA 9003,

- Cimatu said the DENR is

alsocounting on LGUs for
the fullimplementation of
RA 8749 or the Philippine
Clean Air Actof 1999 and
RA 9275 or the Philippine
Clean Water Act of 2004.

. Hecalled onlocal gov-

ernment officials within
the Manila Bay region to
cogperate with the DENR-

inter-agency task force
in charge of the Manila
Bay rehabilitation.

“The task force cannot
do it alone. We need the
full cooperation of
LGUs,” Cimatu said.

DENR Undersecretary
for Solid Waste Manage-
ment and LGU Concerns
Benny Antiporda, on the
other hand, warned local
officials found violatin

: thifgqvisioris of RA 900

could beheld administra-
tively and criminally lia-
ble.

“Antiporda encour
newly-elected local offi-
cials to report any viola-
tion of RA 9003, particu-
larly open dumpsites in
theirre ivelocalities.

“By doing so, these of-
ficials will send the right

signalearly onin theirad-

ministration and that is
they do not tolerate any
wrongdoing,” Antiporda
said.

Antiporda added that
failure on the part of the
local officials to act or re-
port any irregularities

committed by their apre-'
ealt

decessors would be

accordinggz.
“We will go after both

newly elected and outgo-
ing local officials who vi-
olated environmental
laws,” Antiporda said.
“Violators could face a
jail term of up to three
years.” i

Last week, the DENR
issued a cease and desist
order against the munic-
ipal government of
Limay in Bataan prov-
inceforoperating an open
dumpsite beside a creek
flowing to Mamala River
that drains into Manila
Bay.

Establishment and
maintenance of an open
dumpsite is strictly pro-
hibited under RA 9003.
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REVIVAL OF FORESTS KEY TO
SURVIVAL OF PHILIPPINE EAGLE

A ORE delay in the much-needed

Mrehabilitatinn of forests paired

with the rampant deforestation

in many parts of the country may further

endanger the population of the Philippine

eagle, which is already struggling to keep
its numbers alive.

On the average, a Philippine eagle pair
needs about 4,000 to 11,000 hectares of
forestland tosurvivein the wild, depending
on the number of prey items inthe area. But
with the rapid loss of Philippine forests, the
struggle to survive is harder than ever,

Since the 1900s, more than 70 percent
of Philippine forests have been lost to make
way forurbanand commercial developments.

The International Union for Conservation
of Nature lists the Philippine eagleas one of
morethan 400plantandammalspeclesthat

face the threat ofextinction. Today, only 400
pairs of Philippine eagles are leftin the wild.

In 2012, it joined the list of 17 critically
endangered birds in the Philippines, along
with the Philippine cockatoo, rufous-headed
hornbill and Sulu bleeding heart.

Haribon Foundation, together with
Birdlife International, reported that habitat
loss in the form of rapid disappearance of
Philippine forestsand conversionof wetlands
to otheruses, is the No. 1 threat to Philippine
bird species.

“The problem is twofold. While we are
aware of the problem that our national bird is
facing the brink of extinction, this stemsfrom
the deeperissue that weare losing ourforests,”
Haribon COO Maria Belinda de la Paz said.

According to the Forest Management

Bureau of the Department of Environment

andNatural Resources (DENR), almost 47,000
hectares of forest cover are lost every year.
This means that only 32.6 percent of the
total forest cover remains from the original
forest cover, which the country had in the
past century.

Some 1.2 million hectares of deforested
lands of the country needto be rehabilitated
three years from now, according to the DENR.

Hence, itis high time for the government
and the private sector to strengthen
their mutual thrust in conserving and
rehabilitating Philippine forests, which could
help save the Philippine eagle.

But the merits of having the apex
predator thriving in the country does
not end on prestige alone. Considered an
“umbrella species” by The Peregrine Fund,
“conserving Philippine eagles and their

habitat automatically provides protection
for all the other plants and animals that
live there, too.” -

“Saving the Philippineeagle couldlead to
a chain of events whichwill ultimately lead
to a better environment for the Philippines,”
de |a Paz said.

The loss of forested areas is mainly due
to commercial developments and their
conversion to major thoroughfares. Road
construction close to forests means higher
deforestation rates as access opens up
avenues for forest resource extraction and
land conversion. This posesa serious threat
to Philippine birds, especially the globally
threatened: as they predominantly occupy
lowland forests.

Rapid climate changealso directlyaffects
thesurwvairate oftheremammgPhlhppme

eagles. It severely strikes avifaunal diversity
in the Philippines, where almost 30 percent
of bird species are endemic.

BirdLifeInternational warnsthatoverthe
next40years, the habitats of restricted range
birds will continue to be unsuitable due to
climate change, attributing this problem to
drastic shifts in temperature and rainfall.
Many species may not survive under these
harsh conditions.

This problem is even more aggravated
due to the geography of the Philippines.
As an archipelago with over 7,000 islands,
the threat of extinction of the many island-
endemic, restricted-range fauna is high.

This problem should be faced with
proactive resolutions from the government,
in partnership with advocacy groups,
and pnvate compames Rehabslltatlon

of degraded forest lands and a stricter
enforcement of illegal logging bans are
encouraged to ensure the survival of species
such as the Philippine eagle.

“Butsaving the Philippine eagle does not
onlymean preserving Philippine biodiversity,
this contributes to the global environment
as well" de la Paz reminded.

Since 2014, Haribon: Foundation has
been addressing this problem through The
Philippine Eagle Project. This campaign has
started from the early days of the Haribon
Society, and has now increased knowledge
and understanding of the biological and
ecological characteristics of haring ibon in
the Sierra Madre.

With supportfrominternationaland local
sponsorsalike, Haribon fights to prevent the
extinction of the Philippine national bird.
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DENR stops operations

of 10 El Nido sites -

T P

BY JONATHAN L. MAYUGA ¥ @jonimayuga Barangay Masagana.

S part of the continuing effort

to rehabilitate El Nido, one of

Luzon’s top tourist attractions, the
Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) has issued cease and
desist orders (CDOs) against 10 hotels
and restaurants for polluting Bacuit Bay

in El Nido, Palawan.

The CDOs, issued starting .
Wednesday, were signed by Atty.
Michael Drake Matias, regional di-
rector of the Environmental Man-
agement Bureau-Mimaropa.

Issued CDOs were El Nido Sea
Shell Resortsand Hotelin Barangay
Buena Suerte; Doublegem Beach

The number of establishments
that complied with DENR orders
to vacate areas they illegally
encroached on in three tourist
areas in Mimaropa. The 129 are
among those that received 813
individual notices to vacate, but
so far they are the only easement
violators who complied.

applications or suspended or re-
vokedwastewaterdischargepermits
shallnotgrantanyrightorprivilege
to the applicant or former permit
holder to discharge its wastewater
into any bodyl[ies] of water and/

or land. Any discharge shall be a

Resort and Hotel, Buko Beach Re-
sort, Panorama Resort (Mango-
nana Inc.), Four Seasons Seaview
Hotel and Stunning RepublicBeach
Resortin Barangay Corong-corong;
and Sava Beach Bar/Sava Nest Egg
Inc., E1Nido Beach Hotel, and The
Nest El Nido Resortsand Spalnc.in

ground for the immediate issuance
of a cease and desist order.”

The CDO further noted that
the hotels discharged wastewater
that greatly exceed the allowable
DENR standards, “withoutanycon-
sideration of its impact and effect
[on] the receiving body of water,”
in this case, Bacuit Bay.

The order said results of the
laboratory analysis on the waste-
water taken from the erring es-
tablishments went beyond the
DENR General Effluent Standards
for Biochemical Oxygen Demand.
BOD is a measure of the quantity
of oxygen used by microorgan-
isms when decomposing organic
materials present in water. It
provides an index on how dis-
charged wastewater affects its
receiving environment. A high
BOD indicates a high amount of
organic matter present in the
water sample.

In an interview, DENR-Mima-
ropa Regional Executive Director
Henry A. Adornado said while the
CDOs cover only water use and dis-
charge of wastewater, an establish-
ment slapped with such order s, in
effect, ordered closed, as the order
shuts down their operation.

Erring establishments in El
Nido, and two other tourism areas
in the Mimaropa region—Coron,
Palawan and Puerto Galera in Ori-
ental Mindoro—are facing closure
orders as part of the massive reha-
bilitation of famous touristareasin
the Philippines.

The order says the establish-
ments discharge wastewater con-
tinuously without valid permits,
a clear violation of Rule 14.12 of
theimplementingrulesandregula-
tions of RA 9275 or the Philippine
Clean Water Act of 2004.

The law states that: “Disapproved

Meanwhile, under orders from
the Pollution Adjudication Board,
the DENR also served a CDO
on Cuna Hotel in Barangayt Ma-
ligaya, which is the subject of an
existing complaint of discharg-
ing blackish and foul-smelling
wastewater. Likewise, the efflu-
ent sample taken from the said
hotel has greatly exceeded the
water-quality standard set by
the Department.

To ensure erring establish-
ments refrain from discharging
wastewater, a team from DENR-
Mimaropa, spearheaded by its
regional EMB, implemented the
CDOs by sealing all the 10 ho-
tels’ water lines and facilities
from theirkitchens to the comfort
rooms (faucets, kitchensinks,lava-
tory, sewer lines, outlet pipes, etc);
and by posting a notice of their
violations to the public.

SEE “DENR,” Aq
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“It is a tedious process but that is
whatthelaw prescribes,” RD Matiasre-
marked. “We make sure all our actions
aredoneindueprocess,”hepointedout.

Others checked, too
MEANWHILE, DENR teamisalsomoni-
toringtherestofthebusinessstructures
inElNidobycontinuouslychecking their
wastewater discharges.
“Wehaveinitialinvestigationsdone
on other hotels and restaurants and
we arejust waiting [to see] if results of

 their effluent samples would meritis-

suance of a CDO,” Adornado said.
“Untiltheseerringestablishments
have shaped up, we have no other
choice but to enforce the law and stop
them from polluting E1Nido,” he said.
The ongoing rehabilitation of El
Nido forms part of the strong direc-
tive of Environment Secretary Roy
Cimatu to protect all bodies of wa-
terin the country so that the people

may enjoy their mostbeneficial use.
“We have long benefited from El
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Nido. It is about time we all realize

that we have a shared responsibility
to protect and save it from degrada-
tion so that we and the generations
to come can still savor the beauty and
natural resources that this wonderful
island has to offer,” he said. Adornado
said they continue to issue notices to
business establishments for defying
the order to vacate the areas they oc-
cupy in El Nido and Coron‘in Palawan
Province, and Puerto Galerain Orien-
tal Mindoro, as part of the massive re-
habilitation effort of the government
in tourism areas. _

As of April 5, 2019, the DENR-Mi-
maropa has listed a total of 1,666 es-
tablishments and 1,207 households in
the three tourist areas. Of these, 813
individual notices to vacate have been
issued to easement violators. So far,
only 129 have complied with the order.

|
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AY 10 hotels
) ‘sa El Nido,
\ Palawan ang

analysis ay Tumi

ng DENR Envuonmen— ]aba.n sa El N1d0 Sea ‘Nest El Nido Resorts and

tal Management Bureau Shell Resorts and Hotel, Spa Inc. magpas sa DENR Genera

for Miraropa, na ang Doublegem Beach Resort ~  Ginawaran din ng Effluent Standards para sz
ipinasara ng Depart- naturang mga establi- and Hotel, Buko Beach parehong aksiyon . _ng  Biochemical ‘Ocygen De-
ment of Environment simiyento ay nagdadala Resort, Panorama Resort Pollution Adjudication mand (BOD) ang water-
and Natural Resources ng maitim at mabahong (Mangonana Inc.), Four Board ang Cuna Hotel sa  waste mula sa nabanggit

(DENR) dahil sa pagla-

bag sa Clean Water Act

tubig sa Bacuit Bay sa El
Nido.

Seasons Seaview Hotel,
Stunning Republic Beach

- Barangay Maligaya da-
hil sa katulad na pagla~

namga hotel
-~ llang estab,];sumyento

‘of 2004. - Napag-alaman na ang ~ Resort, Sava Beach Bar/ '—bag.’ P T e N an“@‘*’“ﬁnutﬂﬂ.lkan ng
Sinabi ni Mlchael cease-and-desist ~ order Sava Nest Egg Inc, El ‘Ayon kay Matias, DENR dahil saaparehqng
Drake Matias, director ay ipinalabas ng DENR  Nido Beach Hotel, at The ~sa kanilang laboratory  paglabag.
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PALAWAN’S TOURIST MAGNET, HOME TO ENDANGERED

‘PAWIKAN,” MANY MORE SPECIES

Saving El Nido and

its ric

A first-class municipality
known for its crystal-clear waters
and breath-takingisland scenery,
El Nido is home to a diverse spe-
cies of birds, fish and amazing
marine wildlife that adds value
to ecotourism.

Also known for its stunning
coral reefs and colossal limestone
cliffs, El Nidoisrichinbiodiversity.

Unfortunately, decades of
neglect and unsustainable
tourism practices are threaten-
ing to destroy El Nido, a good
reason it is now the subject of
massive rehabilitation by the
Department of Environment

and Natural Resources (DENR). .

Protected area

COVERED by this captivating
town is the El Nido-Taytay Man-
aged Resource Protected Area,
which also includes portions of
the nearby Taytay town.

Established by virtue ofa presx-
dential proclamation signed by
then-President Joseph Estrada
on October 8, 1998, the El Nido-
Taytayprotectedareaisconsidered
one of the largest marine sanctu-
aries in the Philippines.

It is approximately 90,321
hectares, where 36,018 hectaresis
terrestrial, while 54,303 hectares
comprise the coastal and marine
areas. It is shared by 18 barangays
from the municipality of El. Nido
and three from the municipality
of Tavtav.

blodlver51

STORY & PHOTO BY JONATHAN L. MAYUGA w@jonlmayuga

HERE is more to El Nido in
Palawan than its beautiful
landscape and seascape.

The protected area also cov-
ers a total of 1,442 hectares of
mangrove area, 2,00 hectares of
seagrass and 2,000 hectares of
coral reef.

Thehighest peakin the protect-
edareaison Cadlaolsland, withan
elevation of 640 meters. Spotted
with karst limestone formations,
the islands and the mainland El
Nido is unique in many ways.

Before being declared a pro-
tected area, El Nido is previously
covered by conservation measures
aimed at protecting this beautiful
town from destructive develop-
ment projects and activities.

Administrative Order 518
signed in 1984 established a
360-square-mile maritime area
in El Nido as a turtle sanctuary.

El Nido is one of the eight pri-
ority areas of the National Inte-
grated Protected Areas Program

(Nipap).

Beautiful lagoons
WITHIN the El Nido-Taytay pro-
tected areaare some of the tourist

attractions being showcased by
tourism officials of the munici-
pality of El Nido and the provin-
cial government of Palawan.

These include the Big Lagoon
and Small Lagoon, the Secret La-
goon, allin MinilocIsland, and the
Cadlao Lagoon in Cadiao Island.

Known as the country’s last
ecological frontier, Palawan is a
major source of wild-caught fish
in Luzon,

According to thearea’sbiodiver-
sity profile released by the DENR-
Mimaropa region, a total of 197
species of fish species belonging
to 28 families have been recorded
within the area.

Commonly found species of

‘fish within the area are dam-

selfish, parrotfish, triggerfish,
butterflyfish, angelfish, wrasse,
grouper, snapper, rabbitfish,
goatfish and barracudas. But of-
ten, sharks can also be found in
its famed Bacuit Bay.
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Marine turtle haven

EVEN before the establishment
of the protected area, El Nido’s is-
lands and islets are hosts to five
of the seven marine turtles—the
green sea turtle, hawksbill turtle,
olive ridley, leatherback and log-
gerhead turtle.

El Nido is also frequented by
dolphinsandwhales. Some of them
have been recorded by the DENR,
such as the bottlenose dolphin,
spinner dolphin, bryde’s whale
and humpback whale.

The rare sea cows, locally called
dugongs, arealso foundin the sea-
grass areas of Barangay Corong-
corong, Manlag and Aberawan.

Birds and fish sanctuaries

EL NIDO is known to host a num-
berofnative birds, including those
that are identified with Palawan,
such as the Palawan blue flycatch-
er, Palawan flowerpecker, Palawan
tit and Palawan hornbill.

Two endemic species can be
found in El Nido’s Taraw Cliff—
the Amorphophallus natolii, and
Amorphophallus salmoneus.

Besides the protected area,
there are seven locally managed
fish sanctuaries and marine pro-
tected areas (MPAs) that give ma-
rine ecosystems in E1Nido double
protection. These are the Mitri
Island, Dilumacad Island, in Ba-
rangay Buena Suerte; Depelder
Reefin Barangay Corong-corong;
Masagana MPA in Barangay Ma-
sagana; Tres Marias, Guinton-
gaoan/Turtle Island in Barangay

Bebeladan; and Cagbatang MPA
in Barangay Pasadena.

An outdoor laboratory

HENRY ADORNADO, regional
executive director of Mimaropa,
said being rich in biodiversity, El
Nido is ideal for the conduct of
scientific research.

Adornado, a former direc-
tor of the Ecosystems Research
and Development Bureau, said
he had already appealed to the
Department of Tourism to fund
a study that will determine El
Nido’s carrying capacity..

Such study will entail a cost of
not less than P5 million, which
will help policy-makers come up
with better rules and regulations
without compromising El Nido’s
ecological integrity.

He said El Nido offers biolo-
gists a great learning experience
given its unique island ecosys-
fems and the surrounding coastal
and marine areas. )

“It is rich in terrestrial and
marine biodiversity. It hasalot of
secrets waiting to be uncovered,’
he said in Filipino.

Pollution, human encroachment
CAROL ESMENDA, El Nido-
Taytay protected area assistant
protected area superintendent,
said El Nido's water is deterio-

rating owing to pollution caused
by direct discharge of untreated
wastewater from the mainland.

Worse, developments, such as
the construction of break walls
in the beach to protect resorts,
is seriously threatening marine
turtles, E1 Nido's flagship species.

. Esmenda said in an interview
withthe BUSINESSMIRROR on May
14 that because some locals are
selling their properties to foreign
investors, El Nido is experiencing
2 construction boom, with or with-
outmnecessarypermits,even within
the supposedly protected area.

This, she said, is causing a lot
of distress to El Nido’s already
threatenedterrestrial and coastal
habitats.

“Because of developmentin the
beaches, like human encroach-
ment, marine turtlesareunable to
find theirwaybackto theirnesting
grounds. Marine turtles have this
unique characteristic that they go
back towhere theywere hatched to
layeggs,” she explained in Filipino:

Some locals, she said, are also
reportedly consuming turtle eggs,

. andsomeegggatherersaresecretly

selling them to tourists.

£10-M Ipaf

ESMENDA, however, is confident
that stronger protection will soon
be puit in place for protected areas

b

with the approval of their workand
financial plan that will utilize the
P10 million in revenues generated
by the park.

The fundis from the automatic
Integrated Protected Area Fund
(Ipaf) which allows the protect-
ed-area management to retain
75 percent of the revenues they
generated in the operation of a
protected area.

“Last December we came up
with the work and financial plan,
and [it] was approved, so we are
hoping to hire more park rang-
ers to protect the park,” she said,
confiding that the protected are
has only two boats, one of which
is already unserviceable.

She said they plan to hire 10
more park rangers and hopeful-
ly, acquire even small motorized
boats to strictly enforce a policy
guided by 2015 carrying capacity
study on the maximum number
of boats to be allowed operating
in El Nido. )

“Before, we onlyask favors from
the Philippine Coast Guard and
LGUs [local government units] for
us to use their boats because it is
also part of their mandate: Hope-
fully, with our Ipaf, we can have
our own boats and more rangers
to protect the park,” she said.

According to Esmenda, the
park rangers will also help create
the ecotourism rules and regula-
tion, so as to ensure the protec-
tion and conservation of ElNido's
threatened wildlife.

Easement rules violation

RECORDS from the DENR-Mi-
maropa Office revealed a serious
violation of the easement rule
in El Nido. Of the combined 603
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If you are an environment lover,
the landscape, El Nido is really

beautiful. If we can maintain its beauty, it
will be of great benefit to the people in El
Nido.”—ADORNADO
AR R R e e e
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inventoried by the DENR in the
area, 285 are commerc1a1 estab~
lishments, while 318 are house-
holds. So far, 496 violators of
easement rules have been issued
a notice to vacate, representing
82 percent of the total number
of inventoried buildings.

According to Adornado, the
DENR continues to issue notices
to vacate to violators of the ease-
ment rules. Of those issued with
notices to vacate, 99 owners of
these commercial and residentfal
establishments have so far com-
plied with the order.

Adornado said the DENR W1th
thehelp of experts from the Mines
and Geosciences Bureau (MGB)
and the Environmental Manage-
ment Bureau (EMB) are deter-
mined to enforce environmental
laws, particularly the Philippine
Clean Water Act of 2004.

He said water samples are
being collected from outfalls
and those that fall below ac-
cepted standard in terms of
coliform bacteria depending
on the gravity of the violation.

Some establishments, he said,
are issued with a notice of vio-
lation, while some have already
been issued a cease-and-desist
order, effectively stopping their
operation, pending compliance of
corrective measures. 1

“Some establishments are s al-
ready putting up their own waste-
water-treatment facilities, and
some are already conneéctmg to

sewer lines,” he said. %

13

Saving El Nido
ACCORDING to Adornado, sav-
ing El Nido’s rich biodiversity by
strictly enforcing environmental
laws and regulating tourism wxll
ensure sustainable tourism that
will benefit communities.

~ Compared to Boracay, Ador-
nado said the problem besetting
El Nido is a lot more manageable
w1th ample budget

" Hesaid enforcing environmen-

tal laws entails costs outside the
regular budget of the DENR, and
sometimesrequirethe expertise of

' DENR personnel from other units

such as the MGB. .

He said goingisland toisland,
patrolling the vast territory and
going resort to resort requires

manpower, as well as logistics

to mobilize people.
Adornado said El Nido boasts
of unmatched natural beauty.
Its landscape, the beaches, its
pristine waters make it a tour-
istmagnet. Keepingit that way,
he said, will be the only way for
the communities to continue
enjoying nature’s bounty.

“If you are an environment
lover-, the landscape; El Nido is
really beautiful. If we can main-
tainits beauty,it willbe of great
benefit to the people in E1Nido,”
he said.

AMOTORIZED boat loaded
with passenger-tourists
approach the mouth of Big
i.agoon in El Nido, Palawan
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SORSOGON PRIDE The town of Donsol in Sorsogon celebrates Butanding Festival to highlight the importance of whale sharks (“butanding™ |' promoting sustainable tourism and environm&ﬁh]

awareness in the province, —~MARK ALVIC ESPLANA
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Mine waste fea'recl
to hurt ‘butanding’

But DENR execin Blcol says tests show water, air pollutlon levels at safe, standard level.

By Mar S. Arguelles
@msarguellesINQ

DONSOL, SORSOGON—As the
annual Butanding Festival here
kicked off last week, environ-
mentalists and local officials
expressed concern over the op-
eration and exploration plan of
two mining firms in nearby Al-
bay province that could threat-
en the town’s tourism and ef-
forts to conserve whale sharks
(Rhincodon typus). :
Donsol Mayor Josephine Al-
‘cantara-Cruz said the festival
had been gaining ground since
2014, bringing in tourists and
creating awareness on environ-
ment conservation to protect
the migratory whale sharks
that put this coastal town on
the list of the country’s must-
see destinations.
But Cruz, in a news confer-
ence on Friday, said she was con-
cerned over the impact of mining

in Albay, noting that mine waste .

could contaminate river chan-
nels linked to Donsol River.

A cement factory in the vil-
lage of Palanog in Camalig, Al-
bay, has been operating for
close to two decades while an-
other mining firm is seeking
clearance from the Camalig
government and the Depart-
ment of Environment and Nat-
ural Resources’ Environmental
Management Bureau (DENR-
EMB) to conduct exploration.

Feeding ground
Environmentalists were
worried that mining opera-
tions, especially during the
rainy season, could affect water
quality in tributaries in Cama-
lig and Jovellar towns, with
dirty water reaching Donsol

Rlver, where krill abound

INTERACTION Whale sharks, which feed in waters around the Philippines, are known to be
“gentle giants” of the sea and do not pose danger to humans. —FERDINAND EDRALIN / CEBU DAILY NEWS

Ronnel Dioneda, acting vice
president for research develop-
ment and extension of the Bicol
University, in a study in 2016, in-
dicated that krill and planktons,
the whale shark’s food, grow
abundantly in Donsol River that
drains into Donsol Bay.

The river, Dioneda said,
produces nutrients that sustain
krill and planktons, which in
turn attract migratory whale

- sharks to visit Donsol’s waters

from March to May.

Cruz said she had consulted
with the DENR in 2017 and
brought to the agency’s atten-
tion the negative impact of

" mining operations in Albay on

the town's environment and
tourism industry.

This prompted the DENR last
year to hold a dialogue with local
officials and other groups so lo-
cal governments would be guid-
ed in managing their river chan-
nels. The dialogue also discussed

the crafting of a comprehensive
plan aimed at river conservation
and protection measures.

“We are talking here not on-
ly of Donsol River but also of
other rivers that link to us,”
Cruz said.

Officials from the towns of
Camahg, Daraga, Jovellar and
Ligao City in Albay, and the

- towns of Pilar and Donsol in

Sorsogon province attended
the meeting.

‘ Quarrying
Cruz said the six local gov-

ernment units should adopt

measures to address potential
problems on water pollution.
“The problem [is] Donsol is just at

. thereceiving end, [but] the towns

affected, and we are talking here
of five towns, [are] in two differ-
ent provinces,” Cruz said.

Butina telephone interview
on Sunday, Guillermo Molina,

DENR—EMB reglonal dlrector in

_Bicol, allayed fears that the ce-
ment plant’s operation in Ca-
malig would lead to water pol-
lution in river channels in Al-
bay and Sorsogon.

He said his agency was reg-
ularly monitoring and testing
water quality in these rivers,
including Donsol River..

“[The cement factory in Ca-
malig] was established in 2000.
As to river contamination and
air pollution issues, these had
been brought out in the past by
residents of Camalig and the
neighboring towns of Jovellar
and other towns in the third dis-
trict, but EMB records indicated
that water and air pollution lev-
els remained at the standard,
safe levels,” Molina said.

He blamed local quarrying °
operations, which had been al-
lowed by local governments in
Albay and Donsol, for turning
rivers murky during rainy days.

_ Cruz saxd Donsoi had asked
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its partner, World Wide Fund
for Nature (WWEF, formerly

" World Wildlife Fund), to help
-initiate a measure that would |
benefit the six localities while

protecting the “butanding” and
other marine resources.

Decreasing

The International Union for

the Conservation of Nature Red

: Llst classifies the" whale shark
| as endangered, based on a glob-

al assessment in 2016. It de-
scribed the whale shark’s popu-=
lation as “decreasing.”

The Donsol field ofﬁce of
WWE Philippines recorded 87
whale sharks in the town’s wa-
ters since January.

Joel Palma of WWEF Ph!llp-
pines said that. his agency had

partnered with Donsol to pro-

mote environmental steward-
ship and sustainable tourism,
while discouraging harmful
fishing practices and the hunt-

_ ing of whale sharks.

* “With 21 years of conserva-

 tion work, the partnership has

allowed both the whale shark
and the local community to

flourish. This renewal also

_promises to bring progress and

prosperity to Donsol for more

' years to come,” Palma said.

- Local government data
showed that Donsol’s earnings

from its 5-percent share from

boat rentals for butanding in-
teraction were P3.36 million in
2017 and P2.05 million in 2018.
From January to April this year,
the town earned P2.37 million.
‘Records from the Donsol
tourism office showed 13,304
tourists visited the town from

/ January to May this year, more
than the 10,562 visitors during the

same period last year. —wiTH A re-
PORT FROM REY ANTHONY OSTRIA INQ.
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LEGAZP| CITY — Pina-
ngangambahan ng lokal na
pamahalaan
Donsol

ho ang ‘

kilala bij saka(a.
gatan ng kanils .-flugar dahil
sa nakaa bang pagmimina

.nmg company na makaj
- lagay ng planta ng sem

; (DENR) -5 para makap pa—
tayo rin ng panibagong g
ng semento sa Brgy. Caguiba;
‘Bukod sa Goodfound Ce-
ment Factory na may kahili-
~ ngang makapagmma pa ng

limestone sa mga katab _q'-
barangay ng Mt

hinihiling din ng isa

sa Bray. Cagiba sa baymn :
Camalig.

. Balakumano ng mga kum-

% 24... panyang ito nagibain angmga

'tumawag sa, 1
Jorem Arcang"

% gundok ng nasabmg limang

a ku ln ang rml-
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agricult
to Earth’s biodiver

NE million plant and animal
species are facing extinction

due to human

qctivities, with

ure as one of the biggest threats
sity and ecosystems.

This summarizes the findings of
the Global Assessment Report on
Biodiversityand Ecosystem Services
by the Intergovernmental Science-
Policy Platform on Biodiversity and
Ecosystem Services (IPBES).

Backed by the UN, IPBES is the .

intergovernmental body which as-

sesses the state of biodiversity and

of the ecosystem servicesit provides
to society, in response to requests
from decision makers.

The report, whichwas released
early this month during the IPBES
meetingin Paris, is the most com-
prehensive ever completed, the
first intergovernmental report
of its kind, and builds on the
landmark Millennium Ecosystem
Assessment of 2005.

The report said about 75 percent
of land and 66 percent of oceans
have been “significantly altered”
by people, driven in large part by
the production of food. Crop and
livestock operations currently co-
optmore than 33 percent of Earth’s

land surface and 75 percent of its
freshwater resources.

. Thereportidentified agricultur-
al activities as some of the largest
contributors to human emissions
of greenhouse gases. They account
for roughly 25 percent of total emis-
sions due to the use of fertilizers
and the conversion of areas, such
as tropical forests, to grow crops or
raise livestock, such as cattle.

Agricultural threats to ecosys-
temswillonlyincreaseas the world’s
population continues to grow, ac-
cording to the report.

Other notable findings of the
report include:

® Land degradation has reduced
the productivity of 23 percent of
the global land surface; up to $577
billion in annual global crops are at
risk from pollinator loss; and 100
million to 300 million people are
at increased risk of floods and hur-
ricanes because of loss of coastal
habitats and protection.

m In 2015, 33 percentof marine
fish stocks were being harvested
at unsustainable levels; 60 percent
were maximally sustainably fished,
withjust 7 percent harvestedatlev-
els lower than what can be sustain-
ably fished.

m Plasticpollutionhas increased
tenfold since 1980; 300 million to
400 million tons of heavy metals,
solvents, toxic sludge and other
wastes from industrial facilitiesare
dumped annually into the world’s
wate_rs;iand fertilizers entering

coastal ecosystems have produced
more than 400 ocean “dead zones.”

m Negative trends in nature will
continue to 2050 and beyond in all
of the policy scenarios explored in
the report, except those that in-
lude transformative change—due
to the projected impacts of increas-
ingland-use change, exploitation of
organisms and climate change, al-
though with significantdifferences
between regions.

@ The next biggest threats tona-
ture are the exploitation of plants
and animals through harvesting,
logging, hunting and fishing; cli-
mate change; pollution and the
spread of invasive species. The av-
erage abundance of native plants,
animals and insects has fallen in
most major ecosystems by at least
20 percent since 1900 because of
invasive species.

® An estimated 5 percent of all
species would be threatened with
extinction by 2 degrees Celsius
of warming above preindustrial
levels—a threshold that the world

couldbreachin thenextfew decades,
unless greenhouse-gas emissions
ave drastically reduced.

The Earth could lose 16 percent
of its species if the average global
temperature rise exceeds ARG
Such damage to ecosystems would
undermine global efforts to reduce
poverty and hunger and promote
more-sustainable development.
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- Duringanews conferencelaunch-
ing the summaryof thereport, Anne
Larigauderie, IPBES executive secre-
tary, said biodiversity should be at
the top of the global agenda along-
side climate change, as the two are
the biggest threats to human and
species survival.

Robert Watson, IPBES chair-
man, said, “Without transformative
changesto theworld’s economic, so-
cialandpolitical systems toaddress
this crisis, the [IPBES panel predicts
that major biodiversity losses will
continue to 2050 and beyond. We
are eroding the very foundations
of our economies, livelihoods, food
security, health and quality of life
worldwide.”

In an interview by Science Maga-
zine with Dr. Theresa Mundita S.
Lim, executive director of the Asean
Centre for Biodiversity (ACB), about
the impact of the new IPBES report,
Lim said, “The global assessment
provides useful figures and case
illustrations that will allow policy-
makersall over theworld, including
in the Asean member-states (AMS),

to better visualize the state of the
world’sand Asean’s biodiversityand
naturalresources, and theirimpacts
to human survival.

“The report also provides good
rationale, as well as suggestions for
developing national, regional and

. global policies and actions that can

address gaps and guide future work
thatmay possibly improve or reverse
current situations.”

As the final version of the report
will be released at the end of the
year, Lim suggested some areas for
improvement.

“Though capacity-building mea-
sures and policy support continue to
bevital forvariousnationalagencies
and implementing entities involved
in biodiversity conservation, there
remains aneed to generate and pres-
ent the science and scientific assess-
ments necessary for policy develop-
ment and corresponding actions.
Lawmakers and leaders will respond
to data and information that can di-
rectlylinkbiodiversityloss tohuman
well-being and survival,” she said.

Limadded thattoenableanycoun-
try to continue to progress, butat the
same time protectitsrichand unique
biological resources, consolidated in-
formation serving as sound basis for
making decisions on trade-offs, and
striking the balancebetween conser-
vation and development, would be a

most useful contribution that a body
like/[HBES caniprovide:

“The report needs to be broad
enough to encompass various na-
tional and regional situations. More
details will still have to be gener-
ated and provided later on, which
should be able to support specific
on-the-ground actions. Thus, as-
sessment may have to eventually be
scaled down at the regional and at
the country level,” Lim suggested.

Lim added the report will guide
the AMS, SERP_(_)_l_'gq@_by the ACB, in

developing recommendations. for
the Post 2020 Global Biodiversity
Framework. : '
“The IPBES report is very timely
as the Parties to the Conventionon -
Biological Diversity (CBD) are cur-
rently in the process of developinga
global biodiversity framework that
will succeed the Aichi Biodiversity
Targets after 2020,” she explained.
Shereported thatthe AMShave
already conducted two consulta-
{tive sessions, the firstin Manilain
April, and the second in Lao PDR,
this month, where representatives
of the AMS called for a more guan-
tified goal on maintaining ecosys-
tem integrity, with a clear set of
spatialindicatorsandaclearagree-
ment on the level of commitment
among them.

The report emphasised that the
world needs transformative change
if life on Earth is to be safeguarded
and peopleare to continue to receive
the services and benefits thatma-
ture provides.

Onthisissue, Lim said the Asean :

consultation participants agreedon:
1) transboundary cooperationwhich
considers internal boundaries; not
justregional; 2)linkages among pil-
lars, such that cross-sectors g;hauld
be part of theaction planswith flex-
ible mechanisms to allow different
sectors to be engagedineach other’s
activities; and 3) transformation
of mindset, such that Asean may
be aware of what it can provide to
the region, given its myriad of chal-
lenges post-2020.

“The AMS have already identi-
fied an overarching vision for bio-
diversity in the Asean region that
we hope to achieve by 2050. Our
vision is more descriptive, suggest-
ing that there needs to be quantifi-
able targets that will preserve and
enhance ecosystem integrity in the

“Wealso discus_sedpossible tools

and measures which may be used to

achieve the vision for 2050. These
include: 1) mainstreaming biodi-
versity; 2) resource mobilization;
3) communication, education and
publicawareness;and 4)integrating
diverse perspectives,” Lim reported.
She agreed with the report’s
recommended actions for sustain-
ability and pathways for achiev-
ing them across and between sec-
toresuch as agriculture, marine
systems and freshwater systems,
among many others.
Inagriculture, thereport empha-
sised the promotionof good agricul-
tural and agroecological practices;
multifunctional landscape plan-
ning, which simultaneously pro-
vides food security, livelihood op-
portunities, maintenance of species
and ecological functions; and cross-
sectoral integrated management.
In marine systems, the report
highlighted the ecosystem-basedap-
proaches to fisheries management,’
spatial planning, effective quotas,
marine protected areas, protecting
and managing key marine biodiver-
sity areas, reducing run-off pollu-

tionintooceans,andworking closely

with producers and consumers.

In freshwater systems, policy |
options and actions include more;’i

inclusive water governance for col-
laborative water management and
greater equity; better integration
of water resource management
and landscape planning across
scales; promoting practices to re-
duce soil erosion, sedimentation
and pollution run-off; increasing

water storage; promoting invest- |
ment in water projects with clear
sustainability criteria; as well as’

addressing the fragmentation of
many freshwater policies. ?

Lim said the AMS are already
implementing some of the report’s

Eﬂ ‘/{J e Ll
1] ) sow wom

EDITOMAL - CARTOON




epartment of Environment and Matwal Resowces

RATEGIC COMMUNICATION IMITIATIVES SERVICE

Busmess!

bk iyl

PAGE

STORY SIORY

4:| |

20 MAY 2019

DATE

CARTOOHN

recommendations, specifically on
protected areas and the campaign
againstoverutilization of resources.

For example, the Ase'ah-He‘r'_i—
tage Parks Programme manages a
regional network of representative
protected areas to generate greater

| collaborationamong AMS in preserv-

ing their shared natural heritage.

As part of Asean’s campaign
against overutilization of resources,
‘some AMS, supported by ACB and
Germany, are implementing a proj-
ect promoting biodiversity-based
products as an economic source for
theimprovement oflivelihoods and
_biqdivérsifyprotection. ;

‘She added that the ACB and the
AMS are currently preparing the
third edition of the Asean Biodiver-
sity Outlook, whichwill complement
the IPBES report.

L

Itwillfocus on thestatus of biodi-
w{e_rsity ?pd_ ecosystems in | the Asean
' regionandthe conservationachieve-
ments, actionsand next steps forthe
AMSinensuringthe conservation of
biodiversity and ecosystems.

Lim said the report’s recommen-
dations will further guide the AMS
in enhancing its current conserva-
tion programs and crafting new
policies and programmes that will
further strengthen Asean actions
on protected areas, ecosystem ser-
vices, species conservation, inva-

_,.siyg_al,igrl species, maif;;streaming
“biodiversity in different sectors,
ecosystem restoration, access and
benefit sharing, communication
and knowledge management for
* biodiversity conservation,
These and future programs will

~ ensure the conservation of the re-,

. gion'sbiodiversity andecosystems,as

the Aseanregionisin the forefrontof -

global conservation and sustainabil-
ity, serving as horﬁ_e to 20 pgrcent'of
the world’s known plant and animal
species. RolandoA. Inciong/ACB
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PHILIPPINE GOVT NEEDS TO INVEST
N ENVIRONMENTAL R&D

hot spot, the economic and ecological
potential of the country’s indigenous
plantspeciesremains untapped, as the majority
ofitsflorahaveyettobe discoveredand studied.

Thereisahuge potentialinthe Philippines’s
indigenous plants, according to the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP),
placinganetpresentsustainablebioprospecting
value of Philippine forests atapproximately $36
million annually in perpetuity.

However, the sad reality is this—there
is a dire need for the government to allocate
more budget into environmental research and
development (R&D) to buttressits conservation
of native trees and their protection from
deforestation.

Biodiversity, when managed effectively,
entails significant national economic growth,
according to the UNDP. More than half of

D ESPITE being tagged as a biodiversity

According to the Convention on Biological
Diversity, the Philippines is one of the most
biodiverse countries in the world, owning
two-thirds of the Earth's biodiversity. The
country ranks fifth in the world in terms of

numbers of plant species, housing 5 percent °

of the world’s flora.

“Additional funding for research focused
on native trees is badly needed. We want to
put more importance on the need for more
funding directed toward the conservation of
our local biodiversity,” Plantilla said.

With a P27.14-billion budget for the year,
the DENR has allotted at.least P6 billion for
its flagship forest-protection program, the
Enhanced National Greening Program (ENGP).
Despite this, the Philippines still ags in terms
of environmental research in the world.

AccordingtotheUnited Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (Unesco)

the country continues to depend on the
Philippines's natural resources for livelihood.

Thus, protecting these natural resourcesin
all fronts—including the R&D of native trees
forbetter understanding and appreciation—is
highly imperative and is nonnegotiable.

Native trees are species that are naturally
found in specific regions. Trees that are native
toacountryattract more fauna, including birds
andinsects, since they are alreadyin tune with
the environment. A lot of knowledge on native
trees come from indigenous communities, who
use these plants for various purposes, such as
their healing properties.

However, there is a threat to the existence
of native trees, as urbanization and rapid
deforestation continues despite calls from
various environmental groups here and abroad.

A2011study by Conservation International

placed the Philippines as one of the most

Institute of Statistics, only 0.1 percent of the
country’s GDP is dedicated to research and
development, and an even smaller amount is
allotted to research on the environment.

Unescorecommends fora country toallotat
least 1 percent of its GDP toward environmental
research and development.

Biodiversity Finance Initiative (Biofin), a
projectimplemented by UNDP in 36 countries
thataims toaddress biodiversity finance gaps,
supports thisrecommendation asinvestments
in R&D could lead to better management of
natural resources, including native trees, which
are all prone to rapid deforestation.

Restoration is a mainactionin the forestry
sector under the Philippine Biodiversity
Strategy and Action Plan (PBSAP), the country’s
road map for biodiversity conservation.

Based on the costing done by Biofin,
the investment need for reforestation in the

threatened forest hotspots in the world, with
only7 percentremaining of its original habitat.
The country has lost more than 90 percent of its
original forest habitat, which ishome to more
than a thousand endemic species.

Data from the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR) showed
that around 99 plant species are critically
endangered, 187 are endangered, 176 are
vulnerable and 64 are threatened.

“Most of our natural resources, especially
native trees, remain untapped. We have a
lot of unknown flora that are lost to rapid
deforestationandillegal logging.”Biodiversity
Finance Initiative (Biofin) Philippines Project
Manager Anabelle Plantilla said. “These
trees can have properties useful for various
industries, yet we are not able to study them
because by the time research institutions get
funding, the species are wiped out.” -

Philippinesis at P57 billion fram 2015 to 2028.

Together with coral-reef restoration,
implementation ofgreensanitationtechnology,
vulnerahility assessment, rehabilitating areas
with infested with invasive alien species, and
mainstreaming of PBSAP intolocaland national
plans, the prospective returns include: carbon
sequestration worth P453 billion; food security
foratleast 1.3 million fishers and theirfamilies;
and reef fisheries, tourism and willingness to
pay for biodiversity associated with coral reefs
worth P200 billion/year.

“Weshouldinvestin our native trees, in our

- biodiversity, we have so much yet we take it for

granted,” Plantilla said. “We're missing a lot by
not paying attention to our native species and
to our forests. If we continue to damage and
exploitournatural resources, there willbe grave
consequencesnotonlytoourenvironment, but
also to our economy.”

H
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Slquubr provmce
regulates ﬁlastlc use

SIQUUOR, SIQUIJOR-—The people of S1quljor'
‘are attempting to break free from the bewitch-
.mg convenience of plastic use. The provmcxa.l
| government approved in Octabgr 2018 an is-
land-wide regulation of plastic use that came. m-:
to effect in February Offimals plan to make
_Slqmjor the first zero-waste province in. the
_country, begmmng with plastic bag regu-

lation. —sTORYBY JHESSET O.ENANO Aa
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SIQUIJOR AIMS TO BECOME FIRST PROVINGE

By Jhesset O. Enano
@_Jl_xgssetEnanoINQ

SIQUIJOR,  SIQUIJOR—Long
associated with witchcraft, the
country’s third-smallest province
is now trying to break free from'
another curse: waste and plastic
pollution as a result of a growing
population and tourism boom.
The people in Siquijor
province are attempting to get

rid of the bewitching conve-

nience of plastic.

JIn October 2018, the provin-
cial government approved an or-
dinance that mandated an island-
wide regulation of plastic use.

Zero-wasteisland

"While it has so far changed
sorne mindsets, government of-
ncials—in  partnership with
nongovernment groups—aim
to take it one step further: to
make Siquijor the first zero-
waste island in the Philippines.

But that goal, beginning with
the plastic bag regulation, would
not come without birth pains.

The ordinance, which came

into effect in Februdry, pro-

hibits the use of plastic bags for
secondary packaging but allows
the sale of plastic bags for pri-
* mary packaging. :
Placing value on these sin-
gle-use plastics would make the
customers think twice before

readily disposing them.
 Sundays, however, were

designated as “plastic holidays,”

when the sale and use of plastic

- bags are banned.

Cle Bern Paglinawan, former
provincial board member who

- authored the ordinance, said

the implémentation was 1o
walk in the park.

Citation tickets
While most vendors and

_ buyers are already compliant,
- others, especially small vendors

peddling fruits and snacks in
tourist areas, still need to follow
the ordinance. '

Citation tickets are given to
violators, who are required to
attend orientations on their
first offense.

Succeeding violations mean
penalties, ranging from P1,000
to Ps,000.

In part, it was the closure of
Boracay to tourists last year that
raised awareness about the grow-
ing waste problem, said Enrique
Belcifia, supervisor of the provin-
cial environment task force,
which enforces the ordinance.

Livelihood concern -

The impact of Boracay’s clo-

sure rippled to other tourist

destinations, including Siquijor,
which saw an influx of tourists.

Siquijor also feared that it

PLASTICHOLIDAY The provi

\ - X
ncial government of Siquijor ha#

designa.ted Sundays as “plastic holidays,” when the sale and use
of pIa_sth bags are banned. —JHESSET 0.ENANO

may suffer the fate of the famed
island-resort that President
Duterte had called a “cesspool”
before it was rehabilitated.

“We would tell businesses, if
we don’t regulate our plastic
use, we may end up like Bora-
cay,” said Belcifia, former

deputy director of the provin- -

cial police who recently retired.

“We tell them: ‘What would
happen to your livelihood?’ And
they would understand why we
do this,” he said.

Instead of using “sando”

plastic bags, vendors would use
_paper bags or simply hand prod-
ucts to customers, who would be

carrying their own “bayong” or
- woven bags or cloth bags.
 While they understand the
merits of the ordinance, some
vendors feel the pinch brought
by the change. kr
“These brown paper bags cost
much more than the plastic bags,”
said one vendor. “Our profits are
lessened and we are having diffi-
culty with the transition, but we
can’t do anything about it.”

Bananaleaves, sachets
. A hundred-piece bundle of
paper bags, she said, cost around
P80, quadruple the price of the
same number of plastic bags.
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To reduce expenses, some
wrap goods in banana leaves.
The ordinance does not cov-

- er sachets and similar single-

use packaging.

But government officials
recognize that curbing these
would be a matter that is out of
their hands.

Alternatives

Finding alternative delivery
systems for these prod-

‘ucts—and therefore cutting de-

pendence on sachets—would

be the next step, said Froilan

Grate, president of Mother
Earth Foundation (MEF).
To realize this goal, Grate said

alternatives would have to be

found, materials recovery facili-
ties. estabhsheql in all five 1 munici-
palities and at-source segregation

_in every household encouraged.

“Looking at Siquijor five years
ago and now, we can see that the

different levels of government

are not ready for rapid changes
ushered in by its ' booming
tourism sector—from its high

- demand for food importation [to]

waste production,” he said.

Beginning July, the provin-

cial government, in partnership
with MEF, would be working for

the next three__years to make,'
Siquijor the first zero-waste .

province, similar to the founda-
tion’s successful efforts'in the

_City of San Fernando in Pam- ‘
' panga. provmce rand t:ertami

barangays in Metro Manila. j

Under the project, Grate said
they hope not only to tackle;
Siquijor'’s waste management, |
but also address food produc- |
tion as most of the island’s veg- |
etables are imported from far- |
flung areas like Metro Manila !
and Baguio. . ‘
' They also hope to tie their |

‘initiatives with the province’s

tourism, jOb production and

'even social services.

Changing habits G

Grate said with the plastic |
regulation in place the phased |
implementation weuld allow | !
the changing of habits that can- |
not simply be transformed 4
overmght.

While big cities like those in q
Metro Manila are seen as major 3
sources of garbage, islands with |
no waste management systems |

‘also contribute to pollution, |

Grate said. |
So it is equally important to
empower the local communi-

=

- ties in the fight against waste, | |

hesaid.

“The Philippinesis often; por-
trayed as a culprit, a major con- |
tributor of plastic pollution,”
Grate said. “But it is important to
see that this is also where solu-
tions are happening.”

7//4/
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MARIKINA'S ‘CULTURE OF CLEANLINESS
THIS refers to the article government volunteered to paraphernalia scattered in

“Elections leave mountains
of trash” (5/16/19). It said:’
“Street sweepers, meanwhile,
have removed sample ballots,
flyers and leaflets that littered
the vicinity of public schools,
most of which were used
as polling precincts on elec-
tionday.” ; ]

~ In Marikina City, a day af-
ter the midterm elections, at
the behest of reelected Mayor
Marcelino Teodoro through
city administrator Adrian Sal-

'vador, employees of the city

help in taking down campaign
materials around the city,

making the surroundings im--

peccably clean as if no elec-
tions had been held recently.

However, in order to keep

government service and of-
fices operating on that day,
some employees formed a
skeleton force to address the

needs of thepeople.
During the voting period,

many netizens took notice
that there were no sample bal-
lots, fiyers and other election

front of schools. No election-
related trash littered the

“streets, either.

What's the secret
Marikina City’s cleanliness?
It's a city where people, from
the government down to the
residents, have already devel-

-oped the culture of cleanli-

ness. Being clean has become

-an integral part of our lives

as Marikenos.

' REGINALD B. TAMAYO,

Marikina City

of
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as the

oxic Substances and Hazaxdaus and Nuciear; =
asteand Control Act 1 0 o
With the BOC deciding not t@ open the .
st of the containers which most likely also
have hazardous waste, representation was
e and protest. letters sent to the Canadian
nbassy about the desire of the government
to ship back the contraband. In February
2014, the Bureau of Customs filed smug-
ng complaints and other violations of the
Tariff and Customs Code of the Philippines
amm_: Adelfa Eduardo, owner of Chronic
astics in Valenzuela, Metro Manila, and its
ensed customs brokers Leonora Fioms and
Shetjun Saldon. i
Most telling in this. garbage brouhaha is t

lure of then President Benigno Aquino ITT
> even discuss the problem with Canadian
Prime Minister Stephen Harper duringa state
May 2015. Instead, his BOC bowed to
the Manila City Council’s pressure to remove
0 containers from the MICP, and dump
ontents of some 26 containersinaland-
in Aquino’s Tarlac province, specificallyin
pas, despxte protests from ermronmcntall .
groups in Central Luzon. .
A visit by Canadian Prime M;mster justmg. 0
Trudeau during the APEC Summit in No-
vember, 2015 resulted only in a lukewarm,
non-committed stance, pointing out that what
happened ° ‘exposed a problem that needs-,}
fixing within our own legislation.”
Despite a court order from Manila RTC
Judge Tita Alisuag on June 30, 2016 ordering
the shipping back of the wastes to Canadaat
_expense of the 1mporter, nothmg con- _é ‘::
ete happened L

__mabxhty to s}:up back to its tertitc
ome 29 40-foot container vans packed wi
irbage — adult diapers, hospital needles
yringes, vatious papet produc glass
retals, recyclahie pats of electmm
and gadgets, etc. -
~ From June to Augast 2013 2 total‘_._
ontainer vans arrived in six batches a
'Manila International Container Port (MICP).
he shipment, declated to contain recy-
clable plastic scrap matetials, was shl;aped‘ 7
by Chromc Plastics Inc., an export company
~ based in Ontario, Canada with local partn_ S
 in Valenzuela, Metro Manila. :
~ The Bureau of Customs dlscovcrcd at| e ;:_ '
hipments contained gatbage, after their cor
~ signee Live Green Enterprise failed to claim
" them. The BOC also classified the waste
i s-}iazas:dous undcr chubhc Ac:t 6969 thc':_:

ggarbage foBowed by the settmg af the May .
deadline for such.
The Department of Foreign Aff:m:s has -
recalled the country’s ambassador and consuls
o the home office, bolsteting Duterte’s posi-
n on the issue. We will take it from here,
e nation waits who will blink ﬁrsrm thzs‘- >
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Basura ng Canada
nasa Pilipinas pa

INDI natupad ang taning na bago mag-Mayo 15

ay maibagzlik na sa Canada ang basurang di-
nala sa bansa noong 2013 at 2014. Puro pangako.
lang ang Canadian leader na sosolusyunan daw ang

roblema. Walang isang salita si Canadian Prime

inister Justin Trudeau.
_ Dahil walang nangyayaring pagbabalik ng basura
sa Canada, ni-recall na ng Department of Foreign Af-
fairs (DFA) ang ambassador ng Pilipinas sa Canada
at iba pang diplomat noong Biyernes. Kinabukasan,
nasa bansa na ang ambassador bilang rragsunod
kay DFA Sec. Ted LLocsin. Darating na rin ang mga
consul at pati ang Labor attaché sa Canada ay nire-
recall narin. -.

Isang araw makaraang makauwi ang ambas-
sador n? Pilipinas, nagpahayag naman ng pagka- |
disappoint ang Canada sa mabilis na aksiyon ng
Pilipinas. Gumagawa naman daw sila ng paraan
upan masoluﬂunan ang isyu sa lalong madaling
panahon. Nakikipag-ugnayan na raw sila sa Philip-
pine authorities ukol dito. :

Ganito rin ang sinabi ni Trudeau noong Nobyem-
bre 2017 nang magtungo siya sa bansa para sa
APEC summit. Nag-usap sila ni President Duterte
at sinabi ng Canadian leader na aaksiyunan na ang
Brdblema sa mahigit 100 containers ng basura na

inubuo ng mga household at hospital wastes. Su-
balit walang natupad sa sinabi ni Trudeau.

Sa galit ni Duterte, nasabi niya sa Canada na
huwag gawing basurahan ang Pilipinas. Inatasan
‘naman ng Department of Finance ang Customs na
ibalik ang mga basura sa Canada bago ang Mayo
15. Walang nangyari sa taning sapagkat hanggang
ngayon, nasa bansa pa ang basura. ]

ama lamang na pauwiin ang mga diplomat sa
Canada para malaman na hindi nagbibiro ang Pilipi-
_nas sa isyu ng basura. Maaaring binabalewala ni Tru-
'deau ang bantang giyera ni Duterte at ang panana-
kot na hahakutin sa Canada at ikakalat sa beaches
doon. Ngayong na-recall na ang mga diplomat, si-
guro naman matatauhan na ang Canada at kuku-
‘nin na ang kanilang basura. :

‘Huwag gawing basurahan ng Canada ang Pilipi-
nas. Alam naman ng Canada na mahigpit na ipinag-
babawal ang pagdadala na basura sa ibang bansa.
Isa sila sa lumagda sa Basel Convention ukol sa
batas na ito. Huwag tantanan ang Canada hangga’t
hindi naibabalik ang kanilang basura.
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makrta ang pata sa gitna ng
g-dagat na dulot ng matinding
" JUAN CARLO DE VELA

alos hindi na
g inan d sa tabm
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Isko vows to preserye
Forest Park, Manila

Newlmmclalmed mayor Fran-
cisco "Isko Moreno” Domagoso
vowed to preserve the Arroceros

Forest Park and the Manila Zoo

amid alleged threats to sell them.
- “We will try to make it na ta-
‘lagang ‘parang pasyalan ng tao,”
Domagoso said in a radio inter-
view on Sunday morning.
Domagoso said he has no in-
tention to sell the Arroceros Park
dubbed as the last lung of Ma-
nila.
He said he wanted to reopen
the park to the public and de-

velop it as a place where Mamla‘

residents can relax. '

It can be recalled that incum-
bent Mayor Joseph Estrada had
earlier announced a plan to turn
the park into a gymnasium.

- However, during the midterm .

elections campaign for the may-

oralty, Estrada said he wouid also

preserve the park where hanging
bridges will be built on the perim-
eter of the park for passers-by to
enjoy the beautiful view from the

. top and inhale fresh air.

/The present Arroceros*;'Forest

Park, situated beside Pasig River
in the area of Lawton, is covered
with over 1,500 trees and'a habi-
tat of 26 reSIdent and migratory
bird species.

On the other hand, Doﬁtagoso

said that Manila Zoo will not be

sold, adding he. will look into the
situation of the ammals in the fa-

cility.
"We'll Iook into it. We guaran-

-tee you that all animals will be

protected,” he said.
The Manila Zoo has been or-

“dered closed by Estrada since late
January this year to give way for

assessment and study after En-

vironment Secretary Roy Cimatu

called out its management for
being a major pollutant of Manila
Bay due to lack of sewerage: treat-
ment plant.

In 2018, one of the zoo’s l[ons
allegedly experiencing seizures

‘went viral on social media. (Erma
‘Edera) ]
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—and-Parafaque.

Looking forward to the
new mayor’s plans

HEN Manila mayoralty candidate
Francisco “Isko Moreno” Doma-
goso joined us in Manila Bulletin’s

before the election, he spoke of many plans
he hoped to carry out for Manlla if he got
elected.

He bewailed that Mamla has been left behind
other Metro Manila cities on so many fronts,
notably business and industry. Where the Es-
colta used to be the top commercial area in the
country, it has long been eclipsed after so many
decades by the Makati business district, Ortigas
in Pasig, Bonifacio Global City in Taguig, and in
the reclaimed area across Roxas Blvd. in Pasay

If elected, he said, he would focus a great deal
of attention on Binondo, a largely neglected area
north of the Pasig River; on the Arroceros area
whose trees make it Manila’s remaining lung; on
Roxas Blvd., where he plans an elevated area for
pedestrians and bikers with open-air cafés and
‘ restaurants; on city vertical housing for informal
settlers, and on a much cleaner, garbage-iree
‘Manila.

Now that he has won the Manila mayoralty
election, we look forward to these changes, the

A

“Hot Seat” roundtable discussion

to cateh up with the progress of most of the rest
of Metro Manila.

Manila has one great potential the other cities
do not have - its history. It was the heart of the
Spanish colonial regime for over three centuries.
Intramuros has its historic walls. It was where
our national hero Jose Rizal spent his last night
before walking to his execution in nearby Ba-
gumbayan. '

American Admiral George Dewey defeated the *

Spanish fleet in Manila Bay in 1898, marking the - -

end of Spain as colonial ruler in the Philippines
and the start of the United States as a world
power. It is this same Manila Bay that is in the

news today as possibly the most polluted water

body in the Philippines and the new Manila mayor
wlll find this one of his greatest challenges.

Moreno served three terms as councilor for
Tondo starting in 1998, followed by two terms as
vice mayor starting in 2007. These years have
given him an idea of the problems he now faces
as mayor.

During his interview at the Manila Bulletin’s
roundtable discussion, he disclosed that he

“worked as a garbage collector when he was a high

school student, which is why he was concerned
over the garbage in the city. So the first thing

plans for which, he said, will be borrowing heavily he will do if he won, he said then, is to “clean up

from Singapore’s development program. There

anila.” We look forward to this cleanup and the

are many other problems he needs to face if only many programs he has in mmd for our city. -
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. Looking forward to the
new mayor’s plans

HEN Manila mayoralty candidate Francisco “Isko Moreno” Domagoso

joined us in Manila Bulletin’s "Hot Seat” roundtable discussion before the
election, he - spoke of many p[ans he hoped to carry ouy for Manila if he got
elected.

He bewailed that Manila has been Ieft behind other Metro Manila cmes on so
many fronts, notably business and industry. Where the Escolta used to be the top
commercial area in the country, it has Iong been eclipsed after so many decades
by the Makati business district, Ortigas in Pasig, Bonifacio Global City in Taguig,
and in the reclaimed area across Roxas Blvd. in Pasay and Paranaque.

If elected, he said, he would focus a great deal of attention on Binondo, a
largely neglected area north of the Pasig River; on the Arroceros area whose
trees make it Manila’s remaining lung; on Roxas Blvd., where he plans an elevated
area for pedestrians and bikers with open-air cafes and restaurants; on city verti-
cal housing for informal settlers; and on a much cleaner, garbage-free Manila. -

Now that he has won the Manila mayoralty election, we look forward to these
changes; the plans for which, he said, will be borrowing heavily from Singapore’s
development program. There are many other problems he needs to face if only
to catch up with the progress of most of the rest of Metro Manila.

Manila has one great potential the other cities do not have — its history. It
was the heart of the Spanish colonial’ regime for over three centuries. Intra-
muros has its historic walls. It was where our national hero Jose Rizal spent his
last night before walking to his execution in nearby Bagumbayan. :

‘American Admiral George Dewey defeated the Spanish fleet in Manila Bay in
1898, marking the end of Spain as colonial ruler in the Philippines and the start
of the United States as a world power. It is this same Manila Bay that is in the
news today as possibly the most polluted water body in the Philippines and the
new Manila mayor wlll find this one of his greatest challenges.

Moreno served three terms as councilor for Tondo starting in 1998, followed
by two terms as vice mayor starting in 2007. These years have given him an idea
of the problems he now faces as mayor.

&

During his interview at the Manila Bulletin’s” roundtable discussion, he dasclosed 1

that he worked as a garbage collector when he was a high school student which
is why he was concerned over the garbage in the city. So the first thing,he will do
if he won, he said then, is to “clean up Manila.” We look forward to this cleanup

and the many programs he has in mind for our city.




STRATEGIC 3 | R I I |
o 1 0 UPPER PAGE 1 BANNER EDITORIAL CARTOON

DATE

)
& COMMUNICATION STORY STORY
Vsl INITIATIVES PAGE LOWER
——
e SERVICE
Sl ANG NANCUNGUNANG PARAYACANG TANRL OG 54 Bavsa 2 0 MAY 2019
TITLE :

PAGE 1/




B e P aemasmsiivy o g ok i s it e i

st INITIATIVES
possempa P SERVICE
il

=
Q STRATEGIC
& COMMUNICATION
et il

TITLE: PAGE 1/

L

PAGE 1 BANNER  EDITORIAL CARTQOON
STORY STORY

20 MAY 2019

DATE




Department of Environment and Matural Resomees

JRATEGIC COMMUBMICATION IMITIATIVES 5ERVICE

Mirror

L)
VI

ITAGE LOWER

[ ]

TAGE 1
SI0nY

NAMMER
S10nY

EDITORIAL

20 MAY 2019

e b it s B

Institutional issues plague mining
law implementation—PIDS study

By Ca1 U. ORDINARIO
¥ @caiordinario

tinued to plague the country’s

implementation of mining laws,
preventing the Philippines from
maximizing the benefits of these
policies, according to a Philippine
Institute for Development Studies
(PIDS) consultant.

In a PIDS Policy Note, titled
“Challenges in the Philippine min-
ingindustry,”EligiaD. Clementesaid
these issues include inconsistencies
in local and national policies as well
as the lack of qualified personnel in
the National Commission on Indig-
enous Peoples (NCIP).

Clemente said that despite safe-
guards put in place in the laws, au-
ditsconducted by the Department of
Environmentand Natural Resources
(DENR) in 2016 found that several
mining sites lacked environmental
plans and suffered from denuded
forests and silted rivers.

“The partner-agencies of the
DENR in the implementation of
PMA [Philippine Mining Act], such
as the NCIP, are also reported to be
suffering from institutional issues
that affect the performance of their
role in the mining sector,” she said.

Clemente, coordinator of the Uni-
versity of the Philippines-Diliman
Mining Engineering program, said
institutional issues such as over-
lapping functions when it comes to
issuing permits leads to the circum-
vention of permits through illegal
means and the destruction of the
environment.

She explained that while some
companies claim that the Minesand
Geosciences Bureau (MGB) permitto
operate is enough legal cover to cut
treesin a miningarea, the DENR in-
sists that tree-cutting permits need
to be secured.

In order to continue the mining
operations and meet the require-
ments of the DENR, a company left

INSTITUTIONAL issues con-

some of the trees standing in the
mining site.

However, because of the stress,
thetreesdiedand,in ordertoremove
the dead tree, the company secured
a permit to cut it down. This permit
was easier to secure than the permit
to cut down healthy trees.

“This type of practice admit-
tedly is more destructive since the
cut tree is no longer listed as part of
the number of trees to be replaced,”
Clemente said.

In terms of protecting ancestral
domain and giving the IPs their fair
share of the profits of the mining
operation, Clemente said the NCIP
needs to assign certificates of ances-
tral domain titles (CADT).

The process starts from the veri-
fication of claim, survey and delin-
eation of areas, and inventory of IPs.
This involves qualified geodetic en-
gineers to do surveys and lawyers to
address arbitration cases.  °

However, Clemente said the NCIP
doesn’t have enough employees to
perform these functions. In fact, she
said, onlyoneregion nationwidehad
aplantillaposition foralicensed geo-
detic engineer, and nonlawyers are
tasked to take on arbitration cases.

“These personnel issues need
to be resolved immediately to ef-
ficiently deliver needed services,
which comprise the first stage of the
permitting process,” Clemente said.
“At this point, no further progress
on the permitting can be expected
until such time that the land own-
ership issues are resolved.”

The NCIP’s personnel issues
spill over to providing assistance to
IPs, particularly in planning for the
proper use of funds received from
mining companies. However, NCIP
does not have enough qualified per-
sonnel to do this.

Due to this challenge, Clemente
lamented that while there are many
mining operations near or within
ancestral domains of IPs, many of
them have remained poor.

DATE

CARTOON
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NO\restnctlons on conveyance of Iand

covered by free patents

Dear PAO,

My father was granted a free
patent covering an agricultural
land three years ago. I just want
to know if we could sell or trans-
fer this propertynow to another

person.
Senyor

Dear Senyor,

Please be informed of the
limitations provided under Sec-
tion 118 of Commonwealth Act
(CA) 141, otherwise known as the
“Public Land Act,” which reads:

“Section 111. Except in favor

XY

of the Government or any of its
branches, units, or institutions,
lands acquired under free patent
or homestead provisions shall
not be subject to encumbrance
or alienation from the date of
the approval of the application
and for a term of five years from
and after the date of issuance
of the patent or grant, nor shall
they become liable to the sat-
isfaction of any debt contacted
prior to the expiration of said
period, but the improvements
or crops on the land may be
mortgaged or pledged to quah-

riculture and Commerce, which -
approval shall not be denied
excepton constitutional and legal
grounds,”

The abovementioned restric-
tions, however, have already been
removed by Republic Act 11231
or the Agncultural Frée Pa:ent
Reform Act.” Under Section 3 of
the said law, [a]gncultura] pub-
lic lands alienated or disposed
in favor of qualified public land
applicants under Section 44
of Commonwealth Act 141, as
amended, shall not be subject to
restrictions imposed under Sec-

tions 118, 119 and 121 thereof
regarding acquisitions, encum-
brances, conveyances, transfers
or dispositions, Agricultural free
patent shall now be considered
as title in fee s:mple and shall
not be subject to any restriction
on encumbrance or alienation.”
Clearly, the restrictions on
the alienation and conveyance
of agricultural lands covered b
- free patents have been removéﬂxg
by the Agricultural Free Patent
Reform Act and are, likewise, now

- considered as title in fee simple.

In‘yoursituation, your father may

=W DEARPAO
PERSIDA

ACOSTA

fied persons, associations or

corporations.

“No alienation, transfer, or
conveyance of any homestead
after five years and before twenty-
five (25) years after issuance of
title shall be valid without the
approval of the Secretary of Ag-

sell his property today as the five-
year limitation under Section 118
of CA 141 has been removed.
We hope that we were able to
answer yourqueries. This advice is
based solely on the facts you have
narrated and our appreciation of
the same. Our opinion may vary
when other facts are changed or

"elaborated

Ed:tors note: Dear PAO s a daily

«column of the Public Attorney’s

Office. Questions for Chief Acosta
may be sent to dearpao@manila-
times. net
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BARANGAY CAPT
MAY PANANAGUTAN
SA POLUSYON

MATAPOS tukuyin ng

-Department of Inte-

rior and Local Govern-
ment (DILG) na ilang
local opisyal na kina-
bibilangan ng alkalde
at punong barangay
ang dapat managot at
pagkalooban ng show
cause orders kaugnay
umano ng polusyon sa
Manila Bay dahil sa ka-
pabayaan ng mga ito.
Partikular rin na tu-
tutukan ng DILG ang
mga lugar na mataas ang
bilang ng mga informal
settlers na karaniwang
nagtatayo ng bahay sa
mga estero na siyang da-
hilan ng pagbaha sa ilang
mga lugar. Sl
halimbawa

umano na dapat tutukan
ang Victory Street cor-
ner Kaliraya St. Brgy.
Tatalon, Quezon City
dahil umano sa pagsul-
putan ng mga informal
settler sa lugar na may
mga insidente na mun-
tik nang masagasaan ng
ilang motorista ang ilang
mga bata na naninirahan
sa nasabing lugar.
Bagama’t may city
ordinance sa Quezon
City para sa pagsusu-
long para sa pagpapa-
tayo ng mga housing
project ng mga infor-
mal settler, hindi pa rin
ito natutugunan dahil
na rin sa pagsulputan
ng mga informal settler.

PMRT
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lllegal logger, timhog

PANTABANGAN, Nueva Ecija - Makalipas ang limang taong pagtugis, tuluyan
nang naaresto ang isang lalaking illegal logger sa Pantabangan, Nueva Ecija,
kamakailan.

Pinangunahan ni Capt. Victory De Leon, ng Pantabangan Police Station, ang
operasyon sa Barangay Marikit na ikinaaresto ni Jun Sta. Maria, 36, ng nabanggit
nalugar. ‘ !

Si Sta. Maria ay nahaharap sa kasong paglabag sa Presidential Decree 705
(illegal logging). '

Isinagawa ang pagdakip sa bisa ng arrest warrant na ipinalabas ni Judge Joselito
Cruz Villarosa, ng Regjonal Trial Court Branch 39. .
Light A. Nolasco
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Suspek na nakasakay sa Honda RM motorcycle na walang
Heonea pete. (Ao e Y.

Mag-ina na empleyado ng DENR tinambangan
 KIDAPAWAN CITY - Pinaniniwalaang may kinalaman
satrabaho ang tangkang pagpaslang sa mag-inang kawani
ng Department of Environment and Natural Resources o
DENR-12 matapos na tambangan at pagbabarilin ng riding
in tandem habang sakay ang mga ito ng tricycle sa Brgy.
Zone |V sa Koronadal City, South Cotabato, kamakalawa
‘ng gabi. Kinilala ng Koronadal City PNP na pinamumunuan
ni Police Lt. Col Rey Egos ang mga biktima na sina Hazna
Potri Sabdulla at Bai Mariam Sabdullah, kapwa ng DENR-12
regional office at nakatira sa Purok Clemente, Barangay Zone
4, Koronadal City. Ang mga biktima ay binaril ng dalawan
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